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MAKE A DATE 

Visit Merlin at the 
Maltsters in Badby 


MOTQRING 

SPORT 

Fev up your 
engines with 
bikes, planes 
and racers 


:;^ueen:ani^e 

the joys, of Steane 
Chapel and Hinton 
in the Hedges 
Church 


BaANDFORD FLY 

J/ Watch out, there’s 
V s a beastie abouti 


OXFORDSHIRE • WARWICKSHIRE • NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE • GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


REPRESENTING THE BEST OF THE HEART OF ENGLAND FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 
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THE TRAVELLING BAND 

R BBC'L'uli'r, 


SAM KELLY A THE 

WILL VARLEY TiE BARliWE 


CO ORDER BY MAY 31: JUNE1-JULY31; IIFTEIJULY31; CAMPING' 

H THREE DAY £135 t19D Thrceda) t14$ Dirctda)' {4$ 

U FRIDAY/SATURDAY £120 Fridaj/Satarda) (12$ Frida)/Saturdai [130 Friday/Saturda) [40 

g SATURDAY ONLY £75 Saturday aal) [St Saturday an!) [S5 Saturday anl) FREE 

UN DE R J2^ ADMIT TE D FR EE but all ciiililreii must be accampHiei! Iir i tictet buiini adult "Gliaries are per vehiele. uot persoir, 

Nkers i hacitpacicers camp for FREE 


BOOK VIA THE WEBSITE OR PHONE 

0844 5811398 


www.fa.irportconvention.com @faircropfest ^ /fairportofficlal 





from the 

Editor 


Welcome to the latest issue of four Shires, 



This magazine features aeroplanes, motorcycles, rugby, 
racing cars, good food and books on FI, Merlin Griffiths, 
the genial landlord at The Maltsters Inn at Badby and 
more of our famous 'pictures from the past' We do hope 
you enjoy it. 

Up until a couple of years ago J was the proud owner (or 
tease holder) of an allotment situated in the centre of 
Banbury, i do miss the thrill of unearthing new potatoes 
and carrots, watching onions grow in size and of course, 
cutting my very own asparagus! 

I don't miss breoking down the soil and traipsing back 
and forward between trough and allotment to water the 
plants however. During dry periods this could take an hour 
or so and was, more than anything, a bit of a bore... So 
what. I can hear you thinking? 


Well, it might be just me, but it seems that we haven't had any significant rainfall in 
the Four Shares for the past month or so. I know that my old mates on the allotment will 
be moaning like anything. I was away during the one weekend when it did rain here, 
enjoying sunshine, believe it or not. in south Wales! 

Could we possibly be at the start of another summer like fhaf of 1976? I distinctly 
remember cycling home from school during those long, hot days and gulping down 
gallons of lemon squash to quench the thirst. We were at USAF Upper Heyford when 
the drought of four months or so broke, enjoying the annual air show - people actually 
stripped off and started dancing in the rain! 

Back to this summer and I suspect it won’t be long before water rationing is introduced 
and the rivers will start to run dry! 


One river we hope doesn't disappear quite Just yet is the Thames. 

The characterful performers pictured on our cover this month wilt be attending the Henley 
festival - and it would be a shame if the Thames dried up as that would definitely put the 
mockers on the performonce. 

The colourful couple are 'Lord and Lady Bloom' and can be contacted at 
WWW. thedreamperformance.com 

One hopes there's a watering can somewhere close by! 


JEREMY WILlON 


Froni cover pJcfure by Maff Hennem, w'wiy.cvpofteoiv 
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WHAT'S INSEDE 


WIAT S INSIIE 
Fm SBUES 
TEIS MONTH 


^—7 MOTORING AND SPORT: The 
J j Women's cycling four goes 
/ / fhrougfi ffie Four SfiJres, ed/for 

W/Jfs fakes o fl/ghf m a Tiger Moth and 
Bruce Cox reporfs on mofor/ng evenfs* Take 
a look of our camper van expenenoe and 
read some sporf re/ofed books. 



7 YOUR LETTERS: Your chance to air your 
views or send us your photos and 
comments. 




AROUND THE SHIRES: Local news and 
reports from around our sunny Four Shires' 
counties. 

BOOKS: Best summer reads from 
Christine Bndgerand find out about 
Julian Slatcher's 'Jock Slater’ series. 
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OUT AND ABOUT: There's lots to do and 
see In the Four 5hires. Here is our pick 
of the bunch. 


ARTS AND ANTIQUES: Open studios 
taking place in Warwickshire and 
why you should buy 'just a card'. 





NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CHURCHES 
INSPIRE: The Joys of Steane Chapel 
and Hinton In the Hedges Church. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS: aOs revival 
takes you back in time with ideas for 
how to update the look for 2018. 

GARDENS AND COUNTRY: The recent 
attacks by the Blandford fly are 
causing havoc in the countryside. 

FOOD AND DRINK: First Dates' 
barman Merlin Griffiths tokes over the 
Moltsters at Badby. 

THE FIG HAS IT COVERED: Medlcinol 
and delicious, the fig has such a lot 
going for it, with Maggie Chaplin. 
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LOOKING BACK: An Interesting 
selection of pictures from the past 
with a motoring theme. 



THEATRE: The dark and bloody 
tragedy, Macbetfi and the much 
loved A Mfdsummer N/gbf’s Dream. 



EDUCATION AND BUSINESS: Find out 
what's been happening In the world 
of education and business. 




MUSIC: The much enjoyed 
Woodstock Live festival Is set to be a 
superb event again! 


make a 
date to visit 
morlin this 
month! 
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JEBEMY WILTON 

Editor 

01295 709999 
copy@fourshir0s.co.uk 


ON SALE AT 
PREMIER RE¬ 
TAIL OUTLETS 
ACROSS THE 
FOUR SHIRES 


raimsHiREa 


Subscribe to 
Four Shires 
todoy and 
receTve the 
magazine 
direct to 
your door 
every 
month. 


FOUR Shires 


Accounts and 
Subscriptions 

01295 273138 
kate@fourshir0s.co.uk 


Sara Coleridge, 

Prefiy Lessons in Verse 


BRUCE cox 


Just tor 
12 issues, 
or £20 
for 6 issues. 


Theatre and 
Motoring 


Editorial and 
Social Media 

01295 273138 
cathy@fourshir0s.co.uk 


MAGGIE 

CHAPLIN 


Feature 

Writer 


CHRISTINE 

BKIDGER 


SAIL SEWARI 

Advertising Executive 

01295 709999 
gan@fourshir0s.co.uk 


Books 


BARRY 

WHITEHOUSE 


Arts and 
Crofts 


DAVID 

WIiLIAMS 


Designer 

01295 258570 
fourshires® 
media-trib0.conn 


GEORGE 

FENEMORE 


The Four Shires ^ 
Borough House 
MarJborough Road, Banbury 
Oxfordshire OX1& 5TH 

Telephone- 01295 273138 
Advertising: D1295 709999 

www.fourshlres.co.uk 
copy@fourshires.co. uk 

sr @FOURSHIRESMAG 
^ fourshlresmag 


Country Matters 


7he FourS/iiiref All rights reserved. Reproduction 

or tronsmlssfon in whole or In port without written permission 
IS strictly prohibited. The Four Shires mo gamine welcomes 
unsolicited manuscripts and photographs and every effort 
will be made to return Ihem safely, although this cannot 
be fully guoronleed. The views of the conlributors ore not 
necessarily Ihose of the publishers. ISSN 1473-0472 
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Dog was delighted to hear that 
two of his chums from Banbury 
were rescued from a house fire 
in the town and were given 
lifesaving resuscitation. 

Both dogs were treated on scene 
for severe smoke inhalation and 
given oxygen therapy using newly 
acquired animat oxygen masks. 

These masks had been provided 
by the "Smokey Paws" charity 
ond have been placed on specific Oxfordshire Fire and 
Rescue fire appliances. The masks allow fire crews to 
provide oxygen to both cats and dogs ot different sizes 
who have been rescued from fires by crews. 

Dog had always been aware of 
the good work carried out by the 
fire and rescue services and was 
chuffed to find that now dogs and 
cats are catered for too! 




5/rs, 

The picture from the past 
fieff] /n your March 2018 
Issue was of Browns ladies 
dress shop ond dates from 
the } 95Qs. Browns could 
be found on the corner of 
George St and Albert Sf fn 
Banbury, it was owned by Mr and Mrs Brown. J ofeo believe 
they had o dress shop In Oxford. 

Mrs Brown was a great sales lady 
and always found somefhlng fo suit 
you on each visif. 

Mrs Avril Sayers. Leek Wootton, 

Warwick 
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PICTURES FROM THE PAST 

Many thanks to Mike Cochrane 
of Cropredy for getting In touch 
regarding a picture which featured 
In the June 2018 pictures from the 
past section. 

The picture shows two gentlemen 
from the ambulance service - o 
Mr Sugg on the left and an as yet 
unidentified chap on the right. 



We thought the uniformed gents might be US Servicemen, 
but ore happy to have been corrected by Mike. 


Cheers! 


BANBURY MARKET PLACE. 1 ?00 

Many thanks to Mr Smart for sending us this super old 
picture of Banbury. Although we reckon to have seen 
most old photographs of Banbury this one Is completely 
new to us... 

It shows what Banbury Market Place looked like around 
the turn of the 19th century. 

it is unusual in that it clearly shows what we presume to be 
the Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars - (a local regiment 
on parade), but this time dismounted - without a horse in 
sight. 

The occasion for this big parade would probably have 
been either Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. or 
the accession of her son. King Edward Vllth to the throne. 

It shows a sign forhoir cutting, shaving, and shampooing 
rooms on the left of the picture, plus an advert for 
Sheasby. and there are gas lamps on either side of the 
Market Place. 



The shopfronts on the south 
side look the same as they 
were up to the 1950s. and 
the picture must have 
been taken on a sunny 
day oround noon for the 
photographer to hove used 
a fast enough shutter speed 
to capture the two children 
running hand in hand in the 
right foreground. 

Students of fashion will be 
delighted by the hots and 
dresses thot the the ladles 
and young girls wore ot the 
time - and of course none 
of the men would have 
been seen out without 
wearing some kind of 
headgear. Most too. were 
wearing suits, or at least 
jackets - no sweatshirts and 
denims in those days! 
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CHRIS LESLIE EVENING 
AT MARY S CHURCH, 
ADDERBURY 

Friends of St Mary's 
Church Adderbury are 
delighted to announce 
that tickets are now 
available for 'An Evening 
with Chris Leslie' - a 
concert to be held 
in St Mary’s Church, 
Adderbury on 7th July at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £12 are available 
from Caroline Jones on 
caro linejon es pe rs on a i@ 
gmail.com or Irish Fennell 
on 01295 811059 or trish. 
fen nelt@btconnect. 



co.uk. Alternatively you 
can get tickets online, 
www.wegottickets.com/ 
event/439795. 


THE HARES HOP BACK! 

The Cotswofd Hare trail is 
back. Once again hare 
sculptures hove been 
dotted throughout Cotswold 
towns and countryside 
promoting sustainable 
tourism in 
the area, 
through this 
year's theme 
of living 
landscapes. 

The Cotswold 
Hare Trail 
is a unique 

tourist attraction, that 
can be explored by car, 
rail, bike or on foot. It 
celebrates the Cotswolds 




with Its rich history, natural 
diversity, agriculture, crafts, 
culture and businesses. 

The trail continues until 9th 
September. 

Visit: www.cotswoldshare 
trail.org.uk 



CONFIDENTIAL DROP-IN 
SERVICE LAUNCHED 


0X7 is a service which helps 
those aged ]6 to 24, who, 
for one reason or another. 


haven't got the best out 
of their time at school. The 
team at 0X7 can help guide 
people as with options for 
the future. 

They now offer a new drop 
in service which will help 
make it easier for anyone, 
not just young people to 
pop in for a chat and get 
free advice. 

WWW. experienc e 
chippingnorton.com 
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RUNNERS RAISE £100,000 FOR CHARITY 

Runners in this year's Two Castles Run between Warwick and 
Kenilworth managed to raise more than £100,000 for charity. 

The 10k race runs between Warwick Castle and Kenilworth 
Castle, was held last month. 

HENLEY FESTIVAL 

Henley Festival is a 
boutique event taking 
place over five days 
celebrating the best of 
UK and international 
music and arts at a 
quintessential British 
location. It's a place 
to soak up the atmosphere and be entertained whilst 
experiencing a vibrant programme from pop to world 
music, classical to jazz, blues to VstreeU musicians, where art, 
comedy and gastronomy share equal billing with music. 

Henley Festivol began as an idea, by a few, in 1983, to bring 
music and culture to the town of Henley-on-Thames. 

In 2018, this extraordinary Festival will bring artists of the 
highest calibre from all over the world, and draw an 
audience in excess of 30,000 to the most magical festival 
setting they will ever experience. 

This year also sees the festival working in partnership with an 
array of charities, artists and creative thinkers, supporting 
collaboration between them, as they invent the cultural 

future. 

To book tickets go to: henley-festival.co.uk/tickets 

BROUGHTON CASTLE 
SIXTH ANNUAL CYCLING 
SPORTIVE 

On 8th July Broughton Castle 
will host the sixth annual 
cycling event, a multi- 
length route to be enjoyed 
by hundreds of attendees. 

Routes vary from five to 100 
miles, catering for oil abilities 
and it is o fantastic family 
event. There will be medals 



for oil that complete the 
course. This year's event is in 
support of charities Cyclists 
Fighting Cancer and The 
Children's Air Ambulance. 

WWW. bro ug h ton castle 
sportive.co.uk 





















































AROUND THE SHIRES 



HORTON MATERNITY 

Warwickshire's health leader 
has welcomed his inclusion 
ir^ a new group betr^g set 
up to re-examine evidence 
used to downgrade the 
Horton consultant maternity 
unit. 

CHr Wallace Redford will 
be one of two cross-border 
members of o super Health 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee which will finally 
give residents of south 
Warwickshire ond south 
Northants a voice in the 
Horton's future. 


ADDERBURY CHURCH 
LOTTERY WINNER 

St Mary’s Church, Adderbury 
has received a grant of 
£290,400 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) for its 
tower restorotion project. 
Thanks to money raised by 
National Lottery pfayers, 
the project aims to make 
essential repairs to the 
historic church tower, which 
is on English Heritage's 'At 
Risk Register', and preserve it 
as o focus of village life and 
a place of great beauty for 
future generations. 



JOHN RAOCLIFFE HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers ot Oxford's John Radcliffe Hospital have roised 
a record-breaking holf a million pounds in one year to 
help fund staff and equipment. 

The money, which has been raised by the two cafes run 
by volunteers in the JR will fund nursing staff, ultrasound 
scanners and the provision of specialist counselling 
services for parents suffering from a loss or trauma during 
pregnancy. 


BBC CHILDREN IN NEED 
FUNDS WARWICKSHIRE 
PROJECT 

BBC Children in Need 
has awarded a total of 
£40,000 in new funding to 
two groups working with 
disadvantaged children 
and young people across 
Warwickshire. 

These grants are part of 
the charity's small gronts 
programme and bring 
the total invested in 
Warwickshire to more than 
£1.2 million. 

Recipients of the funding 
include Warwick Percy 
Estate Community Projects 
Ltd (also known as The 
Gap Community Centre), 



which has been awarded a 
three-year grant of £30,000 
to provide tun, youth group 
activities for disadvontaged 
children living in areas of 
deprivation. 



Cedar Therapy 

luxury beauty salons 


There*s nothing like a fabulous beauty 
treatment to get you feeling holiday-ready. 
From a Decleor Ultimate Vitamin Glow facial, 
designed to achieve flawless summer skin, 
to the perfect OPI pedicure for sandal-ready 
feet, Cedar Therapy will have you holiday 

ready in no time. 

Follow us on 

Instagram: @cedartherapy 
Facebook: CedarTherapy 


Guinot 

IN'S. 1 I t U 1 ■ , 


' .aCl 


DECLEOR _ llimate 

p-A n I 3 t Tt* ■ 


www.cedartherapy.com 

Online bookings available 

Market Place, Deddington 0X15 OSE 

01869 390000 

4 West Street, Chipping Norton 0X7 5AA 

01608 489000 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 



FLOWERS FOR A SUMMER 
EVENJNG 

Last month Hunt Bespoke 
kitchens hosted a flower 
arranging evening In their 
showroom in Bloxham. 
Entitled 'Flowers for a 
summer eveningThe 
event was interesting 
and Informative as Gill 
Howtln from Flower Thyme 
in KEneton displayed her 
vast knowledge of flowers 
and their care, giving the 
audience hints and tips 
on growing flowers for 
decoration. 

Contact Flower Thyme 
for more information 
on seasonal workshops: 
01926 640437 contact® 
flo wert h V me.co. u k 


BOOK PILOT LAUNCHED 

After Northamptonshire 
County Council ended a 
mobile library in February 
which used to visit King's 
Sutton as well as other 
neighbouring villages the 
council has agreed to pilot 
a new scheme. 

A new book lending 
service will be trialled in 
the village, operating from 
the millennium memorial 
hall on the first Monday 
of every month. Hours are 
10am-11.30am. This is an 
Informal service where a 
library card is not needed 
to borrow books. 

Library users will be asked 
for their name, address and 
telephone number and 
the books borrowed will be 
noted. 



UP THE GARDEN 
PATH 

Garden events 
focaWy fhjs month: 

Bom Farm Plants 

Upper 
Wardingfon, 
Banbury OX i 7 
}SN, WWW. 
bamformptonfs. 
co.uk 



• Every Wednesday 
Knit and Natter 10am - 
Greenhouse Cafe 


• Monday 2nd July - Sand 
pit opens 



• Thursday 12th 
July - Willow 
Workshop - 
Dragonflies 
and Flowers. 
10am-1pm - £30 
(pleose pre¬ 
book) 


Whilton Locks Garden 
Village 

Daventry NNl 1 2NH, 

WWW .wig V .CO. u k 

• Cuddle Session, July 25th. 
I lam - 12pm. super fun for 
all ages - do you fancy a 
scary spider or something 
cuddlier? There's a drink of 
squash for the children and 
a regular coffee or tea for 
the adults, included-and 
It's a great event. 



BIKES. BEERS 
AND BANDS AT 
THE MANDEVILLE 
MOTORCYCLE MEET 

I Jfh July Warmup evening 
from 8pm 

}4fb July 

The main event. 1pm 
-11 pm, Thorpe Mondeville 
OX17 2EX 

The most popular event 
of the year of Thorpe 
Mandeville's Three Conies. 

Live music this year comes 
from Cheap sung/o^^es. 
Lefeh Chambers, Rondeau, 
Bushfieidsmiih, Uninvited 



and Dirty Jack DC. 

The event will raise 
money for the local air 
ambulance. Camping Is 
available, email tanicha® 
th ethre econ les .com 


NORTHEND GARDENS OPEN. WARWICKSHIRE 

Nestled at the foot of the Burton Dassett Country Park Is 
the village of Northend. On the 8th July from I lam-5pm a 
selection of village gardens will be open to the public. From 
the splendour of the garden of The Manor House to the 
quaintness of a small cottage garden, there is something for 
everyone. 

£3.50 for adults, 
accompanied 
under 16s free. 
All proceeds will 
go the upkeep 
of the Burton 
Dassett Village 
Hall, registered 
charity number 
22115. 






CROCKWELL FARM TO HOST OPEN AFTERNOOII 

Crockwelt Form. Eydon ore hosting an open afternoon on 
Sunday 1st July from 2pm to 5.30pm. 

The event is free but Crockwelt please ask If couples ore 
thinking of coming that they let them know. There is 
plenty of parking and they will be joined by a number of 
recommended suppliers. If is o great opportunity to wander 
the grounds and absorb the unique atmosphere of this 
Northamptonshire venue. 
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EXPECT 

MORE. 



Expect more In every way with an all-inclusive 
rental retirement apartment at the Hawthorns. 

More Space, More Chofce, More Friendship. 

The stunning new Hawthorns Northampton provides a 
new style of all-inclusive retirement living where you can 
relax and enjoy life whilst we take care of the chores. 
The spacious, airy apartments and quality open spaces 
such as the cafe and clubhouse are perfect for meeting 
friends or receiving visitors. You can relax in the library, 
be pampered in the Spa, watch a favourite movie in our 
cinema orjoin an exercise class in the gym. All the features 
you would expect of an all-indusive retirement community. 


A safe and secure managed community 

Worry-free lifestyle with hospitality assured 

Restaurant quality dining with table service 

Landscaped gardens and gardening club 

Spacious studios, 1-bed and 2-bed apartments, 
some with patios or balconies 

No charges for weekly housekeeping, utility bilJs, 
internet. Council Tax or property maintenance 

Just 30 days’ notice with no exit fees, 
and with no minimum or fixed rental term 


For more call 01604 976011 

Search ‘Hawthorns Northampton* 

online or on Facebook 



The Hawthorns 

NORTHAMPTON 




The Hawthorns Northampton I Weedon Road 1 Upton I Northampton 1 NN5 4RR 

























BOOKS 



JULIAN SLATCHER BOOKS 

Banbury author Julian Slatcher is reaching 
hundreds of readers with his Exeter based 
detective Jack Slater's assignments in the 
Devon town. 

“J'd beert on boJfdoy to Exeter and really 
like fhe place/' said Julian. 

"My book. The Venus Flaw', featured a 
secondary character - a defecffve called 
Jack Sloler - my editor suggested I base 
a series of books around him - ond /hat's 
how I come up wl/h Nowhere /o Run and 
No Going Bock" 

Julian seems to have hit the spot with 
his Exeter based stories as he has had 
Devonians getting In touch telling him 
they like the car chases as they can trace 
the routesl 

Julian’s thrillers are currently only 
available online although he has plans to 
go into print soon. 

Look for the Jack Slater series on Amazon. 




CHARMING PRINTS BY ADAM DANI 

Maps of London and Beyond is a beautiful 
collection of large format fine art maps by 
Adam Dant. The maps offer us a history of 
the lore, language, and life of the city. Full 
of entertaining and, often, amusing detail 
this Is an heirloom book. £30 



A NAKED 
SINGULARITY 

I have just started 
reading A Naked 
S/ngufanty by 
Sergio de la Pova, 
a whopping 9^00 
page novel told from 
the viewpoint of a 
public defender In 
the New York courts 
dealing with mostly 
drug related crime. 

If you are a fan of 
US courtroom tv 
dramas then you will 
recognise the setting 
and the substance of 
this pocey, often very 
witty and brilliantly 
written novel. De 
la Pava Is himself a 
public defender so 
speaks with authority. 
I will probably still 
be reading this book 
by the time you are 
reoding this article 
but It Is one of life's 
pleasures to sink into 
an epic read. £9.99 



Sins of the Mothers 

i 

— DENNIS CAREY — 



SINS OF THE MOTHERS 

Dennis Carey’s latest book Sins of/he 
Mothers, like his previous work, Is set in 
the Irish Republic. Dennis has a brilliant 
writing style, very Immediate, funny 
and in the book he revisits Ireland's 
recent history, living under the shadow 
of Catholicism. He has movingly 
dedicated the book to 'the adopted 
and their Mothers,' which gives you hint 
as to the main theme. £5.99 
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Brackley chooses 
er favourite 
mer reads 


THE SECRET LIFE OF 
COWS - MOOi^ 

The Secret Life of 
Cows by Rosamund 
Young is now out 
In poperboclc It 
was a huge hit last 
year when it was 
first published and 
i om sure that the 
paperback will be 
equally popular. 
Rosamund Young 
Is a former and 
over many years 
had observed how 


cows live If they are 
allowed to roam 
freely throughout 
their farm. Young 
has watched 
them choose their 
companions, both 
bovine and human, 
seen where they like 
to calve, how they 
raise their young and 
how Inventive they 
can be In problem 
solving or negotiating 
steps and gateways. 
This Is a charming, 
funny and fascinating 
book, greatly 
enjoyed by many of 
our customers. £7.99 

THE HIDDEN HUT 

The Hidden Hut by 
Simon Stallard is 
a day dreamer's 
book. Stallard Is 
a chef living and 
working on the 
Roseland Peninsula 
in Cornwall. The 
Hidden Hut is a 


small shed like 
structure that used 
to sell buckets and 
spades to holiday 
makers but the lease 
became available 
from the National 
Trust and Stallard 
jumped at it because 
he envisaged a 
different eating out 
experience. He 
refurbished the shed 
and ottered 'feast 
nights' cooking 
one dish only 
and taking online 
bookings, and the 


BILL 

CLINTON 

- - - wi> - 

)AMES 

PA'LTERSON 



THE 

PRESIDENT 

IS MISSING 

A NOVi L 


quality of the food 
and word of mouth 
recommendations 
mean that they are 
now enjoying a very 
successful enterprise. 
Open this book, 
browse the recipes 
and the lovely 
photography and 
you will smell the sea 
and hear seagulls 
wheeling overhead. 
£20 

THE PRESIDENT IS 
MISSING 

Blii Clinton and 
James Patterson 
have collaborated 
on a thriller. The 
President is Miss mg. 
The blurb reads 
'With details only 
a President could 
know and the kind 
of suspense only 
James Patterson 
can deliver.' Good 
to know they're 
each playing to their 


strengths! I am really 
looking forward to 
reading this and so 
are many others 
judging by the sales. 
We have It In the 
shop for £TS (rrp £20) 



Match stick 
Man 


L JA h 

A L.LY 



' * 


MATCHSTICK MAN, 
THE STORY OF A 
RELATIONSHIP 

Matchsfick Man, The 
Story of a Reiotionsh/p 
is by Julia Kelly. 

She Is writing a 
memoir of life with 
her husband since 
he was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's 
disease. At the time 
their daughter was 
five years old and 
she writes of the 
conflicting demands 
that she has to meet 
with good humour 
and love. Although 
this can be painful 
and emotional the 
quality of the writing 
makes It a compelling 
read. £U.99 
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FREE BUS RIDES FOR 
OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 
VISJTORS 

Oxford Bus Museum, long 
Hanbofough 0X29 8LA, 
lif Ju/y, I0*30am-4.30pm 

The Oxford Bus Museum, 
with its collection of 
vintage bicycles, will be 
open from 10.30am until 
4.30pm, with free vintage 
bus rides running at 
1 1.30pm and 2.30pm. £5 
for adults, £3 for S-1S year 
olds, or £13 for a family of 
four. 



RED HOT CHILLI AND 
CHEESE FESTIVAL 

Warwick Town Centre 
CV34 4Bl Isf July. 
J0om-4pm 

Highlights of this annual 
event include a chilli eating 
competition, chilli con 
came cooking competition 
and an array of chilli stalls, 
including chilli chocolate 
brownies, burgers, curries. 


i sausages, ceramics and 
' preserves. A wonderfully, 
: hot and feisty day for all! 



PETER PAN RE-MIX 

Oxford Playhouse 0X1 21W, 
Sfh-7fh July, 7pm-9.30pm 

; This re-imagining of Barrie's 
magical story sees John 
. returning from the World 

■ War I battlefields In the 
early autumn of 1918 to find 

: No. 14 Kensington Gardens 
, transformed: the Lost Boys. 

once soldiers, recuperate 
^ In the nursery, Michael is 
an unkempt rascal and 
Wendy is a suffragist too 
busy campaigning for 
: votes for women to sew on 
' shadows! All Is topsy-turvy 
: until Peter Pan flies through 
• the window to transport 
them all back, to Never/and 

■ for a final battle with Hook. 

: Tickets £10-£20. Call the 

: ticket office on 01865 
. 305305. 
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MOORLOCKS AT THE MILL 

The Mill Arts Certbe. 
Banbury 0X16 5QE, 6fh 
July, 7,30pm 

A new and radical 
Interpretation of the HG 
Wells classic, a Victorian 
time-traveller moves across 
the ages from 1900 to our 
own far future. From the 
fall of man to the end of 
the world, discovering the 
fate of our endeavours and 
uncovering our darkest 
fears. Can we change the 
tuture? Or has the end 
already begun? £ 15 or £ 13 
(members). 

WWW. fhem/7/orfscen fre.co.uk 



THE ROLLRIGHT FAYRE 

Kingstone farm, iiffte 
Rollrighf 0X7 5Qfl, 6f/i-8ttr 
July, 12pm-lam 

The Rollrighf Fayre is an 
intimate family friendly 
festival of live music, DJ's. 
circus, theatre, workshops, 
arts and playful revelry. 
£90 - £140. Email info® 
therollrightfayre.com 



PICK OF THE MONTH 

SUPERHERO MIDNIGHT 
WALK 2D1S 

The DCS Stadium. 
Banbury Rugby Club, 
Oxford Road, Banbury 
0X15 4Af, JfhJuly, 10pm 
-5am 

Colling all Superheroes! 
Grab your cape, and 
sign up for the 12,th 
Midnight Walk. 

Starting out from 
Banbury Rugby Club, 
join hundreds of others 
along a brand new 
ten or six mile route for 
a smashing night of 
superhero fun! Whefher 
you're Iron Man, Wonder 
Woman, or Wo/verine. 
you'll be a superhero 
for fhe charities biggest 
fundraising night of 
the year! £20 Entry fee 
includes a f-shirt, medal 
and a number bib, as 
well os activities and 
entertainment before 
the event. 

g e f In VO Iv ed @kh h. org. uk 


RAMBLERS WALK 

The church at Mixbury, 
Brackley NN13 5RS, 7th 
Jufy, 10am 

Enjoy a leisurely seven 
mile walk starting from 
the church in Mixbury and 
walking first to Turwesfon, 
then to Westbury and 
return. Please bring picnic 
, lunch. 
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MUSIC AT WINDMILL HELL: 
NATIONAL YOUTH CHOIR 
FELLOWSHIP OCTET 

Waddesdon Manor 

HP]8 OM 7.30pm 

An evening of sublime a 
cappellQ choral music 
performed by eight 
outstanding young 
singers. This recital wilt 
focus on music by female 
composers Including 
medieval mystic Hildegard 
von Bingen, Stanford's The 
B/ue Bfrd and excerpts from 
Perry's Songs of fareweii 


plus TOOhra[sing choral 
showstoppers. £16. 

WWW.woddesdon.org. ufc 

MARK THOMAS: CHECK 
UP (OUR WHS @70) 

The Old Fire Station, Oxford, 
OXf 2AQ, 7fh July, 7.30pm- 
9.30pm 

Based on a series of 
Interviews with leading 
experts In and on the 
NHS and residencies In 
hospitals and surgeries 
and with director Nicolas 
Kent, Thomas uses his own 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks; browse our fantastic range of 
plants, gardening supplies and gifts and soak up the sun on the 

deck of the Garden Terrace Cafe. 

A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly too! 



on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford. Moreton In Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email; arboretum@batsfordfoundation,co.uk 

ww w.batsa r b .co.u k 



demise to explore the state 
we're in. What's going 
wrong in our NHS. how It 
can go right and what the 
future might hold for all of 
us. This Is a work in progress 
show. £11. 

Pm a/i: fic fc e fs ©otdfrres tot/on. 
org.uk 

EYNSHAM CARNIVAL 

Queen Elizabeth Playing 
fields, Eynsham 0X29 4HG, 
7fh July, r tom-6pm 

Eynsham Carnival Is a 
village institution - bringing 



traffic to a standstill on 
the first Saturday In July. 

A parade follows the 
traditional madcap 'Shirt 
race' around the centre of 
the village ending at the 
Queen Elizabeth playing 
field on Oxford Road. 
Fantastic acts, funfair, stalls 
and a craft fair along with 
a bar, tug of war and lots 
of family friendly activities 
make for a great day out. 


Relationship 

Breakdown 

We offer clear legal 
advice and rea 
solutions 


I 




I 






dwmmm 





Patrick Mulcare 
E pmulcare@se-law.co uk 
T 01295 204000 

WWW. se-la w.co. u k 










i 



spratt endicott 


souciroRS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER 


BUCKINGHAM 



FOUR SI I IRES JULY Z(J18 


15 
































OUT AND ABOUT 



SIP AND SWIG GIN DAY 

Courf House, Jury Street 
Warwick CV34 4EW, 7th 
July, 12noor\-4pm and 
6prr\-}0prr) 

Ease away an aNernoon 
sampling over 50 gins whilst 
enjoying live nnusic. Food 
will also be available to 
purchase. Prosecco and 
beer will be available too! 
£13.50, plus booking fee 

ww w Jocebook. com/ 
sipnswig 


FESTIRAIL MODEL 
RAILWAY EXHIBITION 

Commumty Certfre, 

Wades Park, SfroWon 
Rood, Prmces Rfsboro ugh, 
fluckmghamshfre HP27 
9AX. 7fh July. J Iom-4pm 

Organised by Risborough 
□nd District Model Railway 
Club. The whole of the 
Community Centre Is taken 
over for one day as part 
of the Princes Risborough 
Town Festival Week. 



Broughton Grange Gardens 


Gardens & Arboretum now open 
every Wednesday lOam to 4pm 

PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm, Monday-Friday 

May to Soptemher, 
excluding Bank Holidays 


Ample parking Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery 

For further details of booking private group tours and open days 
visit www.broughtongrange.com 

^'YKHAM LANE. BROUGHTON, BANBURY, 0X15 5DS 


Allowing the club to display 
various mode! making 
demonstrations, along 
with Q number of extensive 
layouts. 

w w w. rdm rc. org. uk 



TOWN MAYORTS SUNDAY 



returns In 1651 to fight for 
his throne, he was crushed 
by the might of Cromwell's 
armies at the battle of 


Peoples Park, Banbury, fith 
July, I0.30am-3pm 

People's Park will once 
again come alive with 
vibrant stalls, arena 
entertainment and family 
enjoyment. 



CONCERTS IN THE PARK 

Sf Nicholas Park, Worwick 
CV34 4BJ, Sfh July, 2.30pm- 
4.30pjni 


Worcester. How would 

■ he fare on the run with 

■ Cromwell's soldiers on his 

■ foil and □ vast price on his 
: head? Charles Spencer, 

bestselling author of KrTlers 
of fhe king, uses Pepys’ 
account and many others 
to retell this gripping, 
action-packed, true 
adventure story. 


HANFEST FOOD & 
FARMING FESTIVAL 



Warwick District Council 
has arranged a series of 
free band concerts to 
entertain you in their parks 
this summer. Bring along 
a picnic and chairs and 
just sit back ond enjoy the 
music! With lots of other 
attractions in the park. 
Including cofes, play areas 
and skate boarding you’ll 
enjoy a great day out. 

TO CATCH A KING, 
CHARLES irS GREAT 
ESCAPE 

delivered by Charies 
Spencer of Broughfon 
Cosfle, 12th JuJy, 5pm 

In January 1649, King 
Charles I was beheaded in 
London outside his palace 
of Whitehall and Britain 
became a republic. When 
his eldest son, Charles, 


Hanweti Village, near 
Banbury 0X17 iHL, 

I4ffi July, nom-5pm 

Celebrating all the fabulous 
food and beverages 
produced in the beautiful 
surrounding countryside 
of Oxfordshire and the 
Cotswolds, supporting 
local farmers and food 
producers. 

THE GREAT BRITISH 
GARDEN PARTY 

fllenbfem Poloce, 
Woodstock 0X20 ?PP, 

13fh - I4fb July, 6.30pm- J 0pm 

Discover a quintessentially 
British affair at Bfenheim 
Palace this summer; 
witness iconic characters 
brought to life, fabulous 
live music, delicious food 
and drink and an exciting 
firework finale at the new 
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Great British Garden Party. ^ 
Ticket costs vary. Please 
email customerservice® 
bienheinnpalace.com 

MYTON HOSPtCE SUMMER 
FETE IN WARWICK 

Myfon Lone, Warwick CV34 . 
6PX, ISfhJoiy, l2nooft-4pm . 

Explore ail that Alice's 
wonderland has to offer : 
and enjoy activities and i 
entertainment for children i 
and adults such as a 
bouncy castle, pony rides, 
an auction, a giant gome i 
of chess, live music and i 
a face painting station. ; 
Children enter free, adults ' 
£1 on the door. 

www.mytonhospJce.org : 


MURDER MYSTERY STEAM 
AND SUPPER 

Chfnnof & Pr/rrces 
Risboroogh Raiiway. Station 
Approach, Chinnor 0X39 
4£R, 21st July, 6.4Spm - 
lQ.30pm 

The scene is set at Chinnor 
station, All you have to 
do Is follow the clues, 
question the suspects, find 
the physical evidence 
and solve the case before 
Sherlock Holmes makes his 
deductions. Tickets from 
£ 20 . 

www.chinnorrailway.co.uk 





TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 

HfTI Close Gordons, 

Warwick CV34 6HF, 26fh 
July, 2pm-4pm 

This Is a very popular event. 
Bring your favourite teddy 
bear and a picnic rug. £4 
per child includes activities 
and picnic. Accompanying 
adults £ 1.50. To book o 
place please contact the 
centre manager by email 
to centremanager@hcgt. 
org.uk 

WARWICK FOLK FESTIVAL 

All over Warwick, 26fh-29fh 
July, various times 

Warwick Folk Festival 
attracts people from all 
over the country and 


beyond. There will be tive 
music and dance which is 
programmed around the 
town centre, including In 
hotels and public houses. 

w w w. warw/ c k f oik f es t iv o i. 
co.uk 



- BANBURY MUSIC MIX 

flonbury Towrr Centre, 27th 
July, 6pm-10.3Qpm 

An evening celebrating 
music at its very best. 

Live music performances 
accompanied by food and 
drink. Be front of stage in 
. Banbury Market Place. 



We have four Ladies Clothing & Accessories shops^ the award winning Abraxas Cookshop, 

Interior Design shop, onsite catering and many more.„ 


Open 7 days a week - 


AMPLE FREE PARKING 

10.00am to 5.00pm including Bank Holidays. Shopping Village: 01327 349 508. 

www.heartoftheshlres.co.uk 


QUALITY BRANDS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE IN 
OVER 20 INDEPENDENT SHOPS 
























Heart s:, 
Shires 


Shopping Village 
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Truly a care home 
with a difference... 

What difference does it make 
when a nursing home has been 
rated outstanding in all five 
inspection areas by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The dIfFercnce is having complete 
peace of mind. It is also having 
complete confidence. You know you 
or your loved ones are staying in a 
place where every aspect of care is, 
quite simply, outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into 
a care home is full of worrying 
feelings. The loss of independence, 
the moving away from familiar 
surroundings, perhaps the concern 
of losing contact with friends and 
family — all may combine to create 
a fear of taking a step into the 
unknown. It doesn^t have to be like 
that. 


Outstanding in every 
area... 

A CQC inspection rating of 
outstanding in every area helps to 
allay all these fears, because you 
know an independent, rigorous 
procedure has checked every aspect 
of care for you, and found it to he 
outstanding in all respects. There are 
no unknown qualities to the care, it 
is all of the highest standard. 

Our spacious, purpose built 
environment, central yet rural 
location and most importandy, 24 
hour attention from qualified nursing 
and care staff assure you of the best 
possible experience. 

At Godswell Park your stay will be 
like visiting a plush hotel, with as 
much or as litde involvement from 
our staff as you wish. We provide 
the discreet and sensidve support, 
security, respect and dignity that is 
everyone’s right should the time come 
to move into a care environment. 


Confidence and 
complete care... 

Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life of our residents, whether it he 
providing the nursing and personal 
care that is individually tailored to 
each resident’s needs, ensuring the 
building is kept spodessly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at 
mealtimes or maintaining our eight 
acres of grounds where residents and 
their friends can enjoy a walk in a 
delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these 
words, but Godswell Park has a 
proven track record amongst the 
1S,000 care homes registered with the 
CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such 
high standards. 


For further information^ to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co.uk 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co.uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 
















GODSWELL PARK 

Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing 
home solely for older people in England out of the 
18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 
outstanding in all five inspection areas. 


Care Quality Commission Rating... 


Is the service safe? 

Is the service effective? 
Is the service caring? 

Is the service responsive? 
Is the service well-led? 


**The service was exceptionally safe. ” 

^^The service was highly effective, ” 

^^The service was exceedingly caring, 

*^The service was exceptionally responsive. 
*^The service was extremely well-led, ” 


OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 


^^The environment was cleauy beautiftdly decorated and had 
stunning well-kept and accessible gardens. There was a tranquil 
warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout. We saw that people 
were relaxed and staff demonstrated an exceptionally caring 

attitude. 

Peopled needs were met by staff that had the right competencies, 
knowledge, qualifications, skills, experience, attitudes and 
behaviour. We saw all staff at the home demonstrated kindness, 

respect, compassion and dignity ," 
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with BARRY WH(TEHOUSE 
of THE ARTERY 

Parson’s Street, Banbury 
www.thearteryonHne.co. 


WHY YOU SHOULD BUY 
’JUST A CARD' FROM A 
LOCAL ARTIST 

Last month Just A Cord 
Week took place and It's 
now In Its third yean 

It Is a wonderful campaign 
that helps highlight artists, 
makers, and Independent 
businesses and galleries. 

I have supported the Just 
A Cord campaign since it 
began as I firmly believe in 
its ethos. 

The Just A Cord campaign 
aims to encourage people 
to buy from designer 
makers and Independent 
galleries and shops by 
reinforcing the message 
that all purchases, 
however small, even 'just 
a card' are so vital to the 


“A sma/f purchase con 
malce a huge difference 
if we of/ get involved. 

At MoiUe Awakes we 
ore ait about working 
together to support our 
creative community - it 
keeps us mirrdfui of our 
buying choices, os wet/ 
os spreading the joy of 
beautifut handmade 
designs/' 

Yvetie Streeter, Molue Makes 

So why not support the 
Just A Card campaign 
when you’re out and 
about visiting galleries 
and creative Independent 
businesses this summer? 
Remember that even if 
you can’t afford their 
work, buying 'just a card' 
wifi really help them 
continue with their dream 
of being able fo make a 
living from their skills. 

If you are on artist or 
maker why not get 
involved, and start using 
the #justacard hashtag 
on social media to help 
spread the message? 


JUST A CARii 


prosperity and survival of 
small businesses. 

The campaign began 
when artist and designer 
Sarah Hamilton saw 
the quote *7r everyone 
who’d comp/imenfed 
our beoufifu/ go/fery 
hod bought 'just a card’ 
we'd iti/i be open”. This 
prompted a call to action 
as designer makers and 
Independent shops ond 
galleries often need a 
voice. People seldom 
realise the considerable 
costs involved In exhibiting 
at design shows or keeping 
a shop open. Stand 
fees, power, materials, 
wages all need to be met 
before even a penny of 
profit can be realised. 
Running a shop Is often 
a labour of love. Without 
dedication and passion, 
and crucially sales, the 


shop could possibly 
be another boarded 


up eyesore. 


Many art shops 
are at the heart 
of a diverse 
local economy 
- they showcase 
creativity and keep 
many a designer 
maker in business 
championing artists 
for many years. They 
generate tourist 
traffic and moke our 
towns and villages 
interesting places to 
visit and enjoy. 


With the fantastic 
support of The Design 
Trust and Moliie 
Makes magazine the 
campaign is going from 
strength to strength. 
Patricia van den Akker 
(Director - The Design 
Trust) and Lara Watson 
(previously editor of 
Mo/ite Mokes) are true 
champions of creativity 
and recognised 
the simple, yet 
powerful, message the 
campaign aims to spread. 


*'Supportmg foe of 
busfnesses fs cruefaf if we 
want to keep our High 
Streets aiive and buzzing 
with independent, exciting 
and creative shops. Don't 
just talk about if - do 
somethfng obout it - shop 
focof ond moke o reof 
difference.*' 


Pairlcia van den Akker, The 
Design Trust 
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ART SURGERY 

GET YOUR PAJMT PALETTE 
SUMMER READY! 

If you want to create 
the stunning and vibrant 
colours that we get when 
the sun comes out then 
you may want to look at 
adding some new colours 
to your palette. When 
working with watercolours, 
som e 1 1 mes ca pt uri n g that 
‘glow’ can be tricky, but 
with transparent colours 
you can create some 
amazing paintings. 

Sometimes it can be 
unnerving to Introduce 
a colour you have never 
used before into o painting, 
but you wilt be surprised 
with the results. 

Turner had a special 
colour palette tor when 
he painted obroad so he 
could capture the colours, 
shades, and light more 
realistically. 

Whfch coJot/fs work hesf 
to give you vibrancy and 
transparency? 

Here is o run-down on a 
few of the more 'modern' 
colours introduced to 
watercolour ranges over 
the last century. 


Outn^ciidone Cold Quinaoidono Bed 



Quinacridone Ma^nta * Viiidian 



Qiiinacridone Gold 


Quinacridone Red 




Quitiacndone Magenta 


QUINACRIDONES 

In the ortworld, these 
Quinacridone [kwin- 
ak-rid-own) colours are 
the retotive new kids 
on the block, but have 
been around for o while. 
Originally made from 
petrol - imagine all of 
those gorgeous colours you 
see when there's a smalt 
puddle of petrol on the 



juioxazme 


loxazihe Purple 



Vindian 


ground: the reds, yellows, 
blues and greens make a 
great addition to the paint 
palette. They are vibrant 
yet fully transparent so you 
get beautiful results. They 
come in gold, red and 
magento. 

PTHALOCYNANIfJES 

Another ronge of colours 
derived from petrol are 
the Phthalocyanines 
(Thalo-sian-een) these are 
beautiful, vibront blues and 
greens. 

AUREOLIN AND VIRIDEAN 

Aureolin is a transparent 
greeny-yellow that allows 
the white of paper to shine 



through. Viridian comes 
as a standard with most 
palette sets, and when 
mixed with other colours, 
can create lovely greys 
and purples. 

Oxfordshire artist Magwi 
Cassablanca only uses 
these colours to create her 
beautiful floral and fantasy 
paintings. 




fove the tfonsporency 
and the way they fnteract 
wfth each other. The 
colour mixes i can get are 
amaiing." Magwi says. 

Will you be adding any of 
fhese fantastic colours to 
your polette? 























^ Sammer & Autumn 
i ' Auction sales 




. » : j; 

Free valuations availablj^^er>^ Monday at our salerooms 
Free Hume visits available for valfatinns- 
Siagle itefns or entire contents, it e are alwa]i^ happy tp assist. 


. rCall or: 


il to arraugt an appointment. 


enquiriesi:;^jsfinearteb.uk 
wit.j sfin eart.co. nk, 
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THE STUDENTS SHOWCASE 

T/ie MUt Arts Centre, 
Banbury, 2r]d-30th Juiy 

One of the most exciting 
exhibitions in The Mill's 
calendar and the perfect 
opportunity to see the 
brilliant work produced 
by students who attend 
weekly classes at the Mill. 
Watercolours, acrylics and 
oil paintings sit side by side 
with the work of mixed 
medio ortists and jewellery 
makers in this vibrant and 
varied display. 



OLIVE GIBBS CENTENARY 
EXHIBITION 

West Oxford Communrty 
Centre, fiofJey Rood, 
Oxford 0X2 OBT, 2nd-27th 
July, 9om-6pm 

An exhibition to celebrate 
the centenary of the birth 
of Olive Gibbs, one of 
the most prominent and 
well-loved figures in 20th' 
century Oxford. Olive was 


o local Labour politician 
who was instrumental in 
prevenfing an inner relief 
road being built across 
Christ Church Meadow, 
in the demolition of the 
Cuttesfowe walls, and 
in saving Jericho from 
slum clearance. She was 
also a very active peace 
campaigner and was one 
of the founding members 
of CND and its national 
chair in the mid-1960s. The 
exhibition is free and open 
during normal community 
centre opening hours. 



ARTISTS UNDER FIRE 

Bonbory Museum, Casf/e 
Quoy Shopping Centre, 
Banbury, until }4th July 

As we approach the 
centenary of the end of 



THE 

MARVELLOUS 
MECHANICAL 
MUSEUM 

Compton 
Verney, 
Worwicksh/re 
CV35 9Hl until 
30fh September 

This exhibition 
will include 
early and rare 
automata and 
clockwork 
dating bock 
to the 17th 
century from collections 
such as The British Museum. 
V&A ond Royal Collection 
alongside new commissions 
by c o n te rn p or ary art is t s 
exploring our current and 
often complex relationship 
with technology. From a 
miniature Faberge moving 
elephant to the uncanny 

'Crimson 


MARVELLOUS 

MECIIHIIAL 

nisFrn 


Prince' 
by kinetic 
artist Tim 
Lewis. 


ARE YOU IN THIS? 

Leamington Spa in the 
Great War 

Royai Leamrngton Spa Art 
Gailery and museum, 2Sfh 
July- 1 ?fh November 

This exhibition will mark the 
centenary of the end of 
the First World War, and tell 
the story of Leamington 
Spa and its people during 
the conflict. It will look at 
the experiences of locol 
women and men who 
served in the war, from 
fighting at the front to 
caring for the wounded. 


the First World War this 
exhibition showcases 
a range of rarely seen 
prints, drawings and 
wotercolours from the 
Ashmolean Museum’s Print 
Room collection. Dramatic 
depictions of action on the 
front line contrasted with 
scenes of life on the home 
front reveal the effects 
of the First World Wor on 
soldiers and civilians alike, 
as seen through the eyes 
of contemporary artists. 
Exhibition Organised by 
the Ashmolean Museum, 
University of Oxford. 
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JOURNEYS TO HOME 

Rugby Art Gallery and 
Museum, Uffie Btborow 
Street Rugby, urtfrY 3Js^ 
Sepfember 

A contemporary print 
exhibition based on the 
theme of 'Journeys to 
Home“. The exhibition is 
the second art intervention 
inspired by the Redding 
Collecfton of photographic 
glass negatives which 
capture parts of Rugby 
life during the 1950 ^ 70s. 
Journeys to Home will 
feature works by regional 
contemporary printmakers 
George Sfougoras, Carry 
Akroyd. Serena Smith, Eric 
GoskelL John McGowon, 
Sorrell KInley, Anno Phillips, 
Emma Gardner. Tony Linde 
and Sumiko Eodon. The 
artists will demonstrate 
many printmaking 
techniques throughout 
the exhibition including 
llnocuts, lithography, 
etching and screen printing. 


CIVILISATIONS-AN 
INTERACTIVE 

LEGO® BRICK ADVENTURE 
AROUND THE WORLD 

Buckrngbomsb/re County 
Museum, 9 Cburcb Street - 
Aylesbury HP2Q 2QP. 2Sth 
July-Sth September 

Civilisations Is on amazing 
Lego show with stunning 
Lego models Including 
life-sized human figures 
from civilisations around 
the world, including an 
Aztec, a Samurai Warrior. 
Egyptian pharaoh and on 
ancient Greek philosopher. 
As welt os teaming about 
these ancient civilisations, 
you can even pose for 
'selfies' with the life- 
sized figures in colourful 
costumes and intriguing 
poses, in addition, you 
will see several amazing 
Lego dioramas showing 
activities and cultures from 
around the world Including 
the Easter island heads, 
Mochu PJchu. Arab Souk. 


DISCOVER DAHL'S 
ARCHIVES 

The Roafd Dohf 
Museum, Greaf 
Mfssendea 7th July 
T2pm, 2pm, 3pm 

Do you want to see 
behind the scenes 
at the museum? 

The most complete literary archives In the country are 
at the Roald Dahl Museum. This Is your chance to take 
a peek Into the archive store which Is usually closed 
to the public. A member of the archive team will show 
you some of the treasures of the collection. Take a 
close up look at Roald Dahl’s tetters and manuscripts, 
find out some secrets about your favourite Roald Dahl 
books, and get the chance to ask your Roald Dohi 
questions to the experts. Great for children aged eight 
and over and adults - and perfect for kids learning 
about Roald Dahl and his books at school. 




R/o Corn/voL MItan fash Jon 
show and a stunning model 
of St Basil’s cathedral 
in Russia. Children can 
also build their own Lego 
models and add them to 
the huge world map. 



MODERN ART OXFORD 

30 Pembroke Street Oxford 
OX I IBP, open daily 

The Modern Art Oxford Is a 
visual gallery devoted to 
presenting exhibitions of 
modern and contemporary 
art. Lots of family related 
fhings to do for all ages 
thraugh a range of fun and 
creative activities. 

www.modernorfoxford.org. 

uk 




ALL TOO HUMAN 

Tate Britain, MJ/Jbar»k, London 5WFP4RG, unt/f 27fh 
August (Pimtico or Vauxhaff tube stotronsj 

Take a trip Into London and discover how modern 
and contemporary British artists captured the 
intensity of life in paint with AW Too Human: Bocon. 
Freud and a Cenfury of Painting Life at Tate Britain. 

Featuring paintings by Lucian Freud and Francfs 
Bocon. among other great ortists such as Stonfey 
Spencer, Prank Auerbach and Pauia Rego, the 

exhibition explores how life’s raw sensations con be 

embodied In a work of art. 

Retrace the history of 
figurative painting in the 
20th century through more 
than 100 paintings, and 
leorn how the human body 
in its sculptural quality has 
inspired generations of 
artists. 

www.tate.org.uk 
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June saw over 270 oiiisis open 
their workshops and studios to the 
public ot t3fl venues throughout 
Warwickshire. 

From large scale venues such os 
Compton Veiney to much smaller 
studios, local artists were happy to 
show oft their work in the relaxed 
surroundings of their own homes. 

The open studio Initiative is becoming 
Increasingly popular with artweeks 
being held In the area. 





I: Sue Sent l/i her* art shed in Leom/ngton Spa 
2: Stella Carr of Long Compton w/tti tier artwork in Leommgton 
3: Bob GiJhootey with h/s pointings in Weiiesbourne 

4; Les Frtce ond his sculptures 
S; Aflei Price with her stained gloss ort 
6: Pointing by fiob Gilhooley 
7: Micheiie Woods and her contemporory jewellery 
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3 and 9: Armondo A^ognmo 
woodwork 

fQ: Sue Stockbr/dge of G/een/ands Ari 
in WeUesbourne 

f 1: Jenny McDonagti and Ui Sfreef at 
Greeniands Arf I'n Welieiboume 
T2: tes and Met Price's sfudfos m 
leom/ngfof} 

r J: Lii Jones of fhe Craft Shop in 
Kineton 

14: Rachel Bird with her paintings of 
Greenfonds Art I'n We/fesbourne 
IS: Anya Simmons wtfh her cokechon 
of paintings at her home in Kineton 
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Tribal Art 
Antiquities 


For further information 
please contact Jack Stinson 
01865 241358 

orjackstin3on@ma]lams.GO.uk 

www.mallams.co.uk 


BOCARDO HOUSE, 24A ST. winu 


FURTHER 

ENTRIES 

INVITED 


Wednesday 
26 September 
OXFORD 


Closing date Friday 7 September 


Mallams 






MOTORING AND SPORT 


Our feature this month represents Motoring and Sport in 
the Four Shires. From the adrenalin rush of flying a Tiger 
Moth to the more sedate, although speedy cycling, there 
should be something for everyone. There are motoring 
books to read, Sllverstone tickets to be won and an 
insight into rugby. For those with gentle exercise in mind, 
get fitter by enjoying a trip to Henley on Thames. 
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MOTORING AND SPORT 


words by oeorge compton-alvvay 



Warriner School popit and Banbury 
Rugby C/ab flanker, George 
Compfon-Aiway, grVes us an insight 
info rugby union. Club's fradifionaliy 
number their players ?- J 5, a/fhougb 
leod/ng Engfl'sb cfub Leicester used 
leffers rofber than nt/mbers. The 'ABC 
Club' were something to be feored. 

T hose sports enthusiasts out there 
hove probably realised there ts 
rather a big football tournament 
taking place at the moment. 

There wilt be 1001 pages, both 
printed and ephemeraL dedicated 
to that, so to keep things In balance, 
we have a guide to the positions of 
ployers who are toking part in other 
football matches at the moment- 
rugby football matches. 



All the home nations are touring at 
the moment - with varying degrees 
of success. 

For those of you who might not know 
quite what goes on in a game of 
rugby here we are looking at every 
position that the game requires 
and what the player in that position 
should do! 

Front row - {numbers 1 and 3): Here 

we start off with the big guys: the 
props. Props are your men on the 
front line, typically quite large in 
stature it means they con hold the 
pressure of the opposition in the 
scrum. However, because of their size 
they tend to be slow getting to the 
breakdown. They are usually 'happy 
and bubbly' people and always get 
the team going. 

You have your loose bead prop (1) 

which is the man on the left of the 
hooker and your tight head prop 
(3) who Is on the right. Loose head 
means he has one ear in the scrum 
and one ear on the outside. The tight 
head has both ears in the scrum, one 
against the opposition's loose head 
and the other on the opposition’s 
hooker. My favourite props are Mako 
Vunipola (England) and Dan Cole 
(Englond), Mako has such power 
and can break through a line like it's 
not even there. Dan Cole has all my 
respect as he has been perfarming at 
such a high level for many years. 

The hooker (2) is the most important 
player in the front row. This person 
is usually quite small, so the props 
con slot In nicety. The hooker's job is 
as ft sounds, when a scrum Is taking 


place, the scrum hatf will roll the ball 
(to the middle) and the two hookers 
will compete to hook the ball back 
for their team. Whichever team has 
the 'put in' gives its hooker a more 
likely chance to hook it back as the 
scrum holf can roll the ball closer to 
Its hooker. However, it's not only the 
hooker who can hook it back, the 
props can also hook It back If it seems 
right. The hookers tend to be quite 
tough guys as small rugby players 
tend to be. My favourite hooker is 
Irishman Rory Best, I think he is a great 
leader and has a massive influence In 
all the rucks and scrums. 

Second row Is the next position, there 
are two second rows {4 and 5) In 

each starting 15. These two players 
are almost always very tall. They slot 
their heads in between each prop 
and the hooker. They are especially 
useful In llneouts as their tall build 
allows them to be lifted high into the 
air to catch the ball. They are usually 
quite quiet people as far as 1 know 
but obviously there ore exceptions. 
Again, they tend to be pretty stow 
to the breakdown but can have a 
big impact if they get there early 
as they are hard to move once 
positioned well. My favourite second 
row is Mauro Itoje (England] I think 
he is exceptional and maybe the 
best In the world. He made his first 
oppearance at such a young age 
and he has never hod a bad game, 

In my eyes, for England. 

Flankers {6 and 7) are positioned at 
the edge of the scrum. They lotch 
onto the side of the second rows 
which means they can break off 
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quickly once the ball Is won. If It 
Is won by the opposing team, the 
flankers will break off quickly and 
pressurises the fly half and centres. 
Flankers are usually characters who 
always have something to say and 
love to wind up the opposition. 

They are normally the fastest in the 
pack, meaning they are usually first 
to the breakdown. Michael Hooper 
(Australia) is my favourite, he makes 
the biggest hits and scores many 
tries, personally, I think he's the best 
flanker in the world. 

The number (8) is the last forward. 
They are positioned at the back of 
the scrum and are usually quite big 
and strong men. The number 8 can 
pick the ball up out of the scrum 
before the scrum half does. This 
mainly happens near the try line as 
the number 8 can carry it over the 
line and surprise the opposition. My 
favourite number 8 Is Billy Vunipolo 
(England). 

The hooker is not alone In being fairly 
small. 

The scrum half (9) is also a small 
player and are experts with their 
pin point passing. It is possibly the 
position thot takes the least amount 
of contact, they must be fast and 
aware as they have to try and be at 




every ruck and scrum. Scrum 
halves also must be quite 
tough as they are often getting 
flattened by the opposition’s big 
forwards. As a character scrum 
halves tend to be quite cheeky 
and funny Eads. I think personally 
that Rhys Webb (Wales) and 
Greg LaidEaw (Scotland) are the 
best scrum halves in the world. 

They both have such quality 
about them and are game 
changers. 

This next position Is possibly the 
most Important on the pitch. 

Th# Fly half (10) is usually the 
kicker and playmaker. Every 
move in the backs comes from 
the fly half ond most penalties, 
conversions and In game kicks 
are made by the fly half. As 
well as having a great rugby 
mind and being intelligent, the 
passing must be as good as the 
scrum halves and they cannot 
afford to miss their tackles. Fly 
halves con transform a team 
and can control everything in the 
backs. I think Owen Farrell (England) 
is the best fly half in the world, but 
Don Carter (New Zealand) or Johnny 
Wilkinson (England] are the greatest 
of all time. 

Centres (12 and 13) are the next 
players we move onto. Centres tend 
to be quite big and strong and quite 
fast. They must be good tacklers and 
good runners on the ball. Personality 
wise they are usually quite influential 
and game changing players. The 
fly half will pass the ball out to the 
centres who can either take it into 
contact or continue the play by 
passing it out to the winger or passing 
it back Inside to the forwards. Jf the 
centres do decide to take It In to the 
opposite centres they must make 
the tackle, or the centre would be 
through the line and on a one to one 
with the full back. This means that 
most centres you come across are 
good tacklers. My favourite centre 
is Jonathon Joseph (England) I think 
he is rapid and so hard to tackle. He 
is also excellent at drawing the man 
and then giving. 

We are now onto the speed demons. 
The wingers (11 and 14) are classic 
skinny and quick players. They are 
usually nice people with not too 
much to say. The wingers score the 
majority of the tries for a team as 
they are so far out on the pitch that 


once the ball reaches them they can 
just run It In for an easy try. However, 
a lot of the time wingers end up just 
trying to out pace the other winger 
rather than defeat them with size 
and strength. They are positioned 
on either side of the pitch outside 
the centres. My favourite wingers 
are Bryan Habana (South Africa) 
and Anthony Watson (England). I 
find Habana to be truly incredible, 
his pace alone is immense not to 
mention his hand off copability. 
Watson is tackier and runner on the 
ball possibly the best in Europe. 

And finally, the Foil Back (15) the mon 
at the back of the pitch behind the 
back line. He needn't be particular 
tall, but he must have a bit of speed 
and be a very good tackier, as if 
someone from the opposite team 
breaks through the line, the full back 
Is the lost hope. Full backs usually 
have long and high kicks as a lot of 
the time the full backs will kick it out 
of danger, they also must catch the 
opposition's kicks that end up with 
the full back who has to catch it and 
then either return another kick or 
to take the ball In. My favourite full 
backs are Stuart Hogg (Scotland) 
and Mike Brown (England). 1 think 
Stuart Hogg Is controversially the best 
full back in the world. Mike Brown is 
also up there with some of the best, 
his tackling and kicking is fantastic. • 
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inging endorsements 
from both Muroy 
Walker and the New 
York Times encouraged Four 
Shares' author Toby Vintcent 
after his motor racing books 
were initially rejected by 
publishers. 

Vintcent’s super F I thrillers: 
Crosh, Driven and The 
Ringmaster are fast gaining 
popularity with both sleuths 
and motor racing fans olike. 

Toby was keen to ensure that 
his books were believable: 

■'/Most sports have their own 
terminology, syntax and 
jargon, and i wanted to 
moke sure / wos speoking 
the language of FI. 

"f tave the scandals and 
the politics and the behfnd 
the scenes associated with 
FI, " soid Toby hove been 


a member of o sporting 
committee ond know very 
well about the po/itrcking 
that goes on. Look ot the 
trouble with Fifo, tWAF ond 
cycling etc. My choracters 
ond plot are t?ctfonol - if f’d 
written ofaout the real history 
of f 7, mony wouid soy 1 was 
being ridicuiousi" 

Toby has lived In Swolctiffe 
between Banbury and 
Ships ton for the past Five 
years and during that time 
he has come up with his 
best sellers. His first Driven, 
was published in 2015 
being highly reviewed and 
shortlisted for the British 
Sports Book Awards: Crash 
followed in 2016. His third FI 
thriller The kin gm os ter, is due 
to be launched on July 5th 
In time for the British Grand 
Prtx at Silvers tone. 




THE 

RINGMASTER 

TOi.. ViNTC'KT 


lU—hnL Hjibcil dhillcti 

ftir ttiPk 


Toby writes his books when 
he can, "YouVe got to 
want it, he soid "It took 
me two yeofs to write The 
kin gm aster'". 

Toby seems to have hit the 
bookshelves at Just the right 
time, with Bernie Eccleston 
having retired from the 
the FI scene and with 
American backers looking 
to make racing a real 
crowd puller ogaln. 


"Over 400 miJlion people 
worldwide wotch F 7 on TV 
ond the Lite alone hos on 
oudience of 29.1 million 
every year," said Toby. 

"1 am in discussion about 
film ond TV options - oil of 
which look very promising, 

he said. 

Based in FI country [nearly 
all of the UK bosed FI 
teams are here in the four 
Shires], Toby is sure to have 
a knowledgeable captive 
audience! • 



prMi .. a |M« .. i Qoiid4i'L pM. II i»wn 

DRIVEN 

TOBY VINTCENT 
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words by bruco cox 

CAR SIS 
EXIIIITION 



Motoring TV pefsono^ties. 
Fuzz Townshend and Tim 
Shaw [above} recently 
opened a new exhibition at 
the British Motor Museum. 
Gaydon featuring cars from 
National Geographic's 
popular motoring TV show 
Cor S.O*S. The heart¬ 
warming car make-over 
show is now in its 6th series 
and has brought over 
60 cars back from rusty 
wrecks to their former 
glory: everything 
from family 
ciassics to 
hot hatches 
and elegant 
sports cars. 

The new 
exhibition features seven 
cars rebuilt by the Car 
S.O.S team including three 
still shining from restoration 
in the most recent series. 
On display is a pre-war 



ASTON MARTIN 

Austin 'Tilly’ truck which 
underwent a sympathetic 
overhaul a vibrant yellow 
Lancia Delta integrale with 
o touching back story and 
a rare AC Aceca sports 
car afang with four others: 
MGA. Volvo PI800. Aston 
Martin DB6 and a Ford 
Capri RS3100. 

Graphics and 
clips from 
the relevant 
episodes 
run alongside 
each of the 

cars detailing the many 
technical dilemmas Tim 
and Fuzz had ta get the 
cars back to their best. They 
will also give an insight into 
some of the personal stories 
and challenges 
faced by each 
of the cars' 

The Car S.O.S 
Exhibition is now 
open until the 
end of February 
2019 and is 
included within 
the Museum 
entrance fee. 





Museum admission is 
charged at: Adults £14, 
Children £9 (5-16 years) 
under 5's free. Concessions 
£i2 & Family £39 [2 adults & 
up to 3 children). Buy i day 
and get 12 months free if 
you Gift Aid your entrance. 

THE TOTH OLD FORD 
RALLY COMING TO 
GAYDONI 

On Sunday 15th July, the 
British Motor Museum will 
also host the 10th Old Ford 


Rally, the biggest Rally of 
old Fords in the UK. Classic 
Ford fans will be able 
to see oround 400 'old 
school' Fords including 
commercials, tractors and 
various other vehicles using 
a Ford engine and built up 
to 1990. 

To find out more visit www. 
britishmotormuseum.co.uk 



NEW 


Car S,OS, Exhibition 

Now open 


Visit the British Motor Museum and 
discover the fascinating stories tehi nd 
seven of the cars featured on 
National Geographic's 
popular motoring TV 
show Car S.O.S. 


^ 8UY1 OmS 
12MONTmm 

' fcn’i iirs3Jc 


BRFTISH 


MUSEUM 


NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 


britishmotormuseum.co.ulc 

J12 MJO Jiydoni Wariwtckshire. CV3& OBJ 
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. ver the 30 years or so that J have 
. worked for Her Majesty’s Press f have 
V_y been fucky enough to enjoy many 
unusual experiences. 




I have been rescued by helicopter from a 
warship In an air sea rescue exercise, I have 
flown the Goodyear airship, raced around 
Sllverstone In a Mustang ond have tangled 
with Crootian paramilitaries In Zagreb. I can 
honestly say however, that those highs and 
lows were nothing compared to the thrill of 
doing aerobatics In a Tiger Moth biplane 
above the former RAF Bicester air base last 
month! 

I was lucky enough to be a guest of Finest 
Hour Experiences - a local heritage aviation 
speclolist - run by former RAF man Chris 
Thompson. 

Chris looks after a fleet of alrcroft based 
at Bicester and Wallingford Including Tiger 
Moths, Chipmunks, Cap Tens and the unique 
Perclval Q6. 

*'Ot>r mam objective when fakmg cusfomeri 
on fl/ghfs fs to pot a smile on fhe/r foces/' said 
Chris, "Flying is a passion and ft's greet to see 
that enthusiasm transferred to our customers 
whilst fhey are taking iessons/' 
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Flights in the aircraft run from around 15 
minutes up to an hour or so and during these 
lessons the customer is encouraged to take 
the controls of the aircraft and actually fly. 

"We offer fiying lessons Jn our aircraff ," said 
Chris - ‘Ve dorr? fake passengers as such.*/' 

Reading between the lines, I could see that 
my five or six minutes at the controls of the 
Tiger Moth meant it was far easier for Chris to 
offer his wonderful experiences to the public 
without being encumbered with a great deal 
of red tape (or having to offer in-fllght meals 
to his customers!]. 

The flight itself was thrilling. 

The Tiger Moth looks quite fragile for those of 
us who usually fly in large metal tubes! The 
biplane is constructed oround a metal frame, 
although the wings are made from fabric 
stretched over wooden formers. Once in flight 
however, this aeroplane came into its own - 
proving to be very sturdy. 



Whilst the aerobotic portion of the flight was 
absolutely thrilling, I enjoyed taking control of 
the aircraft - using the Joystick and rudders to 
adjust the attitude of the Tiger Moth in flight. 

Amongst the flights offered by Finest Hour 
Fxpenences are lessons that follow flight paths 
over former aerodromes and battlefields from 
the English Civil War as well as one that visits 
the Royal Train and Wolverton Works near 
Milton Keynes. 

Whatever the flight plan, the experience 
really is quite unique - I am considering 
another flight already! »> 


oppo£f'f& poge, from 
fop: Tiger A^oth over 
Stratfon Aud/ey; pifof 
Chris Thompson: fhe 
cockprf 

this page, from fop: 
flying over RAF Bicester: 
Tiger Moths: Jeremy 
Wilton, editor, pictured 
during on oerobaffc 
manoeuvre 
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NOTES ON FLYING THE TIGER MOTHl 

The following instructions have been taken 
from manuals written over the years about 
flying the de Havilland Tiger Moth: 

'The Tiger Moth responds well to control inputs 
and Is fairly easy to fly. Its big "parachute'" wings 
are very forgiving, and it stalls at a speed as 
slow as 25 knots with power. Its stall and spin 
characteristics are benign. It has some adverse 
yaw and therefore requires rudder input during 
turns. 



The Tiger Moth exhibits the fundamental 
requirements of a training aircraft in being "easy 
to fly, but difficult to fly well" the aircraft's benign 
handling when within its limits make it easy for the 
novice to team the bosic skills of flight. At the same 
time techniques such as coordinated flight must 
be learnt and used effectively, and the aircraft 
witJ show up mishandling to an observant instructor or 
attentive pupil. As training progresses towards more 
advanced areas, especially aerobatics, the skill required 
on the part of a Tiger Moth pilot increases. 


Because the Tiger Moth has no electrical system, it must 
be started by hand. This needs to be done with care to 
prevent being struck by the propeller, which would result 
in serious injury. Being a tail-dragging biplane, taxiing 
also requires care. 

The takeoff is uneventful, and it has a reasonoble rate of 
climb. However, full power should not be mointained for 
more than a minute to avoid damaging the engine. 

The Tiger Moth's biplane design makes it strong, and it is 
fully aerobatic. 

The open cockpit allows pilots to move their heads 
over the side to see the runway during approach and 
landing’. • 
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FITTEI GARAGE 



, ura's story began in 
' 1997 in Q small office 
_ j in Chacombe when 
company founder and 
industriai designer Dominic 
Wishfade originated the 
fitted garage concept. 
Since then if has been 
Dura’s mission to be 
the most innovative, 
inspirational and design led 
garage interior company 
in Europe. To ensure the 
superior quality of their 
garage cabinets, they 
invested heavily in new 
machinery in their state of 
the art factory in Plymouth 
and continued to grow the 
experienced workforce 
who produce over 50,000 
units a year. 

As well as providing 
unique garage interior 
solutions for the residential 
market. Dura have an 
established reputation in 
the automotive industry. 
They work with virtuatly 
all the most prestigious 



automotive brands. Nine 
of these either recommend 
or mandate Dura 
furniture as part of their 
corporate guidelines in 
their workshops, including 
Aston Martin, Audi, Ferrari, 
Moserafi Jaguar, Land 
Rover and Mercedes Senz 
UK. 


To complement their 
monufacturing facilities. 
Dura has an expert 
design team who are 
based in the company’s 
headquarters in Bracktey, 
Northamptonshire. Here 
they provide a bespoke 
design service for each of 
their customers taking care 
of every step of the project 
from the initial concept to 
the final installation. 

With so many improvements 
and continued innovation 
plans, it is clear to see why 
Dura were nominated for 
the 20 }6 Great Faces of 
British Business competition, 
as well as receiving a 
number of other prestigious 
owards including the 
Queens A word tor 
Enterprise and the Red Dot 
Design Award. 


The passionate team 
works to one simple 
ethos: to provide high 
quality garage furniture 
with exceptional 
levels of service. This 
philosophy has made Dura 


emblematic of the British 
manufacturing industry 
and means they have a 
proud workforce who work 
in a great otmosphere, 
and as such, have 
fantastic team spirit. • 




A^Ee^^ativB■lv, raturn 
this siip in an envelope 
iPo stamp raquiredl ICi: 

/fraopast flSLXWXCA-fSUTJ, 
'' Pura Hd, St Jamas Road, 
Brachlar NN13 7XY 






hOSTOWE 

TEL 

LMar. 
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I I ow obsolutely wonderful If was to 
I return to the campsite after a day's 
I climbing to be greeted with a cold 
I cider! Jt wos cold, because It had 
been kept in a fridge that was part of the 
gear in a superbly equipped VW camper von 
that we had been lucky enough to borrow for 
an extended Bank Holiday weekend in south 
Woles. 

Of course, this wasn't the only benefit of using 
a camper, but it was one of the many that 
have [eft me and my partner Kate converted! 

In the past, during trips all over the UK, we 
have camped o great deaL as well as having 
used much larger campers. The thought of 
returning to a damp tent fills me with dread 
now, but [ have to admit that \ also had some 
small misgivings about driving a large van 
around the tiny lanes of Pembrokeshire. 

I need not have worried. 

Our two litre Volkswagen Camper was 
extremely eosy to drive, both Kate and myself 
taking the helm. Immediately perched a 
couple of feet higher than all the surrounding 
traffic you are given a commanding view on 


main roads and motorways and if you are 
careful the VW is easily manoeuvrable on the 
tiniest country roads. We even found poratlel 
parking easy - something not so achievable 
In longer cars! 

The van we borrowed was a short wheel 
base version of the popular VW campers that 
have been around In one form or another 
for the past 50 years or so. I always liked the 
look of them ond the older air-cooled models 
have gained cult status. Whilst they still look 
good, there is no way they can match the 
modern variety for mechanical reliability and 
standard of kit. 

there were many admiring glances 
from others on the campsite 

Our camper could sleep four although it was 
just three of us for our trip [Alex, our youngest 
taking to the camper lifestyle very quickly). 

We Jammed the van full of climbing gear 
(my bit of fun], a small tent (to free up 
some space), boogie boards and fishing 
gear as well as two spaniel dogs and their 
accoutrements* There was loads of room for 
more if we really needed. 

We all slept well, Alex In the roof (I always 
wondered how this was achieved - with a 
ratseable top no less). Myself and Kate slept 
on an ingenious set up that saw the rear seats 


ummy FIT HIB A UMH 


I 

FIR A RKIIAY WEEIERD 
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fhii sfrairg& stghf greeted m Qi we drove towards 
Wf}ttesands Bay near St Daytds 






SiTW: 


of the van lift up and roll over to form a very 
comfortable platform, a rock n' roll bed no 
less. The dogs slept at our feet on the floor. 

The van we took out had the aforementioned 
fridge, a cooker fn which we could have 
roasted a leg of lamb, a sink and water 
supply as well as heating and if needed, 
air conditioning. As it turned out, despite 
warnings of storm and tempest, the four days 
we spent in Wales were dry and temperatures 
never dropped below the mid twenties! 

Breakfasts in the van were a dream cooked 
in situ and the evening cards sessions were 
no longer spent huddled In the middle of 
flapping canvas trying to keep the trumps 
from flying awoy... [I still couEdnM manage to 
lose a misere howeverl) 

There were many admiring glances from 
others on the campsite and whilst I felt no 
need to join the trendy camper set, I have to 
say I really enjoyed the whole experience. 

There were very few drawbacks: Alex 
mentioned that It was slightly cramped in the 
bed at the top. 1 noticed that other camper 
roofs hinged at the side and this might offord 
more room? The window In the panel at the 
side opened on to the cooker and this meant 
a bit of a draught over the hob, but I'm sure 
this would be reversible. 

All in all, I found the camper van really good 
fun and will seriously be looking at using 


another on my next camping trip. It won't 
help you catch any fish, or any better 
waves, but it will mean a good night’s 
sleep and a very good game of cards. • 

Von supplied by the good people at 
Camper King of Henley in Arden. 




three humans 
two dogs 
climbing gear 
boogie boards 
fishing tackle and 
an ice cold cider 
or two 
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pfclures by Cathy Black 

this page, from fop: fwo 
views of the leading 
petofon: fhe official 
announce vehicle fhaf 
proceeded fhe fot/i': 
fhe officiai tour car: 
the ambulance bike 
followed behind 



letf: lach Varney and 
Mael Slack 

oppos/fe page^ from 
top: three views of fhe 
second peloion as they 
race through fhe vfJ/age 
of Woodford Haise 
and Woodford fiaise 
Academy children 
cheer on the riders 


C rowds gathered last month to cheer on 
the women’s petoton as they cycled 
through the four Shjres as part of the 
2018 OVO Women’s Touc 

Our area was Sucky enough to host the 
second and third stages of this year’s fixture, 
offering thousands of spectators the chance 
to see these tremendous athletes up close. 

Stage two of the tour covered 143.9km and 
took the cyclists through Northamptonshire. 

Starting at Rushden the cyclists made their 
way to Daventry before continuing through 
local villages and making their way back to 
the town for the finish line. 

four Shires* Cafhy B/ack took in the action 
as the tour made its way through Woodford 
Haise (pictured here). The atmosphere was 
electric as the riders travelled along the 
main road before cycling out past the village 
school where pupils donned bright clothing 
and cheered the racers on. 

United States rider, Coryn Rivera won this 
stage of the event after a photo finish with 
Netherlands cyclist Marianne Vos. 

Scof Whifiock enjoyed Stage three of the tour 
as it made its way through the Warwickshire 
countryside. 

In total the riders covered 151 km which made 
it the longest stage of the entire tour. The 
event started In Atherstone. the third time the 
town had hosted a stage start. 

Lost year's race was o remarkable but 
arduous success, as only half the field made 
It to finish In Leamington Spa. This year's race 
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foUowed the same route, including a flat final 
3knn for a sprint finish, making this a crucial 
stage in the fight for the OVO Energy Green 
Jersey and the Breast Cancer Care Points 
Jersey. 

The town once again completely embroced 
the event: a festival atmosphere resonated 
throughout the wide-open boulevards and 
the impressive array of Georgian townhouses. 
The town's most striking building is the Royal 
Pump Rooms and Gardens which originally 
housed the spa and boths, in keeping with 
the two wheeled theme, the interior was 
vibrantly adorned with all manner of cycling 
paraphernalia. 

This year saw the peloton retrace their 
steps from the 2017 Tour before the finish on 
Newbold Terrace along the Tour Village in 
Jephson Gardens. 

As the race neared its conclusion, the crowd 
started to buzz in anticipation. 

Sarah Roy outsprinted Giorgio Broznini to 
claim the win in breathtaking style. • 
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What Simon Warren, UK 
cycling author, doesn't 
know about climbs Isn’t 
worth knowing. But Simon Is 
just the latest of UK cycling 
legends including David 
Millar, Stephen Roche 
and Luke Rowe, to dub 
the Chiltern Hills an ‘'Area 
of Outstanding Natural 
Brutality". 

Last month, Simon released 
an exclusive e-book 
(pictured below] detailing 
the 10 key climbs for 
the Chiltern 100 Cycling 
Festival. Riders tackling the 
Gran Fondo route [161 km), 
will take on 2,085m of 
vertical climbing, ranging 
from long and steady 


climbs to punchy 25% 
gradients of The Crong, 
and the infamous Whiteleaf 
and Wardrobes. 

Simon says: "yoir may 
/magme ffie CNiferns 
as jusi an mnociiouj 
sef of undutofions, buf 
fhii is the perfect ride if 
you're cravmg hiils. Wifh 
very /itf/e m fhe woy of 
flat you're constantly 
beln^i tested, your iegs 
repeatedly pummelled by 
the perpetual barroge of 
occenfs vvhicfi start after JO 
td/omefres with Frfffi H/ll/' 

Simon will be riding the 
Gran Fondo at the Chiltern 
100 Cycling Festival on 
Sunday 15th July. 
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Every July Shening^on 
Kart Racing Ciub holds its 
premier race weekend, 
the leng Tools Shenlngfon 
SuperPrfx. 

This year it falls on 131 h-151h 
July. And there wilt be tots 
of entertainment for atl the 
family although the kart 
racing will take pride of 
place. 

The evenf has been 
chosen for the Motor 
Sports Association Engthh 
Championship, so each 
doss winner can use the E 
Plate as fhetr competition 
number for the next year. 

We expect obout 250 
drivers to enter with the 
small Cadet karts reaching 
50mph for eight to i 3 year 
olds through to powerful 
geared karts reaching 
1 OOmph. All Sunday’s races 
will be live streamed on the 
internet. 


For each of the three 
days there will be track 
demonstrations by the 
British Hisforlc Kart Club, 
with cherished examples 
from 1959 through to the 
nineties racing. On Friday 
evening the bar will be 
open, then the Cioudbase 
drumming band will 
perform. On Saturday 
evening there will be a pig 
roast and salad, followed 
by the live bond Hof City 
Nights. There is a £5 per 
car spectator entry fee 
for Sundays only and the 
club races on the third 
Sunday eoch month. To 
visit the track where all of 




Britain's Formula i drivers 
once raced, follow the 
Shenlngfon Airfield and 
Karting signs from Banbury 
on the Strafford road. 

The club also offers 
taster sessions for 
youngsters aged 
six to 14 in its Lets 
Go Kortfng scheme 
at an initial cost 
of £25 for those 


thinking of taking up the 
sport and buying a kart. 

The next opportunity is on 
Tuesday Hth August, book 
with Graham Smith, club 
secretary, on 01926 812177. 
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SilverstoneClassic 

20121122 JULY 2018 


to □ wealth of great 
family entertainment 
including period funfair 
rides, air displays, driving 
experiences, interactive 
games and massive car 
club displays. 

Along with access to both 
racing paddocks and 
trackside grandstonds, 
all of those fun-fuelled 
attractions are included 
absolutely free in the ticket 
price! 

To find out more visit the 

www.silvefstoneclassic.com 

website. 

To win tickets simply 
onswei the question below 
and email this, along with 
your address to copy® 
fourshires.co.uk 

In what year did Sllverstone 
host its first Gror^d Prix? Was 
it 1?48, 1958 or 1968? 

The first three correct 
entries received will 
receive a pair of weekend 
tickets to this major event. 




As welt as being a full time 
firefighter and publisher, 

Leamington cyclist Scot 
Whitlock finds time to 
record his adventures in 
books such as: S/mp/e 
words from the sodd/e and 
Simply more words from the 
saddle. 

In his latest work. The Way 
of Sf James w/fh my Father, His love and o Dodgy Bike, 
Scot tells the story of his personal compulsion to travel 
the famous Camino de Santiago in Spain as a tribute 
and mark of respect to his father. 

'7nsfeod of p/ummefrrrg fnfo a downwards spirof 
of despair and depressjorr a surprising reacfrorr 
overwhelmed me; I was fiWed with a powerful purpose 
to travel the Camino de Sontiago as a simple mark of 
respect, ft sounds suffJclentfy cfiched but sfmpllsrfcoily, I 
feit compelled; deep down t needed to display my love, 
not only to the world but most Imporforttly to mysetf/' 

The book chronicles his journey with detailed descriptions 
of the hardships and Joys associated with travelling 
across Spain, telling us of the feelings and energies that 
come with different bcations, the emotional changes in 
himself and his grief as he follows the pilgrims' route. 

ISBN 9781848979680, Olympia publishers 


Here's a great chance for 
our Four Shires readers to 
win tickets to this summer's 
sizzling Sllverstone Classic 
(20th^22nd July), the 
world's biggest historic 
motor racing festival. 

The magical three-day 
retro festival features 
an incredible line-up of 
evocative races Including 
hundreds of FI, GT, sports 
and touring cars from the 
sport's golden eras of 
yesteryear... and we have 
three pairs of great Sunday 
tickets to giveaway In this 
competition. 

Adding to the on track 
excitement, this year's 
non-stop action will be 
celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of Sllverstone's 
very first Grand PrIx staged 
back in 1948 os well as 60 
bumper-bashing years of 
the ever-popular British 
Touring Car Championship. 

Providing great value, 
all tickets give access 



42 


FOUR SHIRFS JULY 2018 























MOTORING AND SPORT 



phofos by Dennh Ruibton 

8PEEI 



To visit the Vinfage SporTs-CorC/ub's 
annual Prescott Speed Hill Climb is to 
step bock in time to the glory days of 
motoring. This beautiful Cotswoidian 
setting near Gotheringfon, 
Gloucestershire, provides a fitting 
backdrop to the sounds, smells and 
sights of some of the worth’s most 
evocative vintage cars, competing for 
the quickest ascent of Prescott Hill. 

Held this year on Saturday 4th and 
Sunday 5th August, the event is mode 
up of a number of classes based 
around age, engine size and type of 
vintage car. From an aero-engined 
2 4-litre fire breathing single sea ter, like 
the Napier Bentley [pictured above) 
to the iconic Bugatti Type 35 (pictured 
right], which was one of the most 
successful racing cars of the 1920s, 
winning many a Grand Prix during Its 
career, the mix Is always diverse. 


Spectators can wander around the 
poddock mixing with the drivers and 
their cars, whilst also being able to 
enjoy perfect trackside views. On 
Saturday there will be a lunchtime Pre¬ 
war car parade up the Hill to mark the 
80th Anniversary of the Club running 
on the Hill. A 1920s style jazz band will 
oscend the Hilt during the lunch breok 
on Sunday. A selection of food and 
drink options are available throughout 
the weekend along with one of the 
biggest vintage car pork displays of 
the summer and thriving trade stand 
scene. 

For further information on the Vintage 
Sports-Car Club, which is the largest 


and most active Pre-war motor club 
In the World, please see www.vscc. 
co.uk. For advanced ticket sates, 
please coll (0) 1608 644777 and quote 
FOURSHIRES. 




PRESCOTT SPEED 
HILL CLIMB 

4&5^» AUGUST 2018 


ON THE DAT SAT/SUN TICKETS FOR ADULTS £1S / ON THE DAY WEEKEND TICKETS FOR ADULTS £40 
UNDER lAs HAVE FREE ENTRY / ADVANCE TICKET DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE VIA WWW.VSCC.CO.UK 
OR TICKET HOTLINE: 0 1608 644990 
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THE HILLS AHE ALIVE 

...Hin nt SUNK K SrSM 


words and 
pictures by 
bruce cox 


CHATEAU IMPNEY 

The howl of highly tuned racing engines and 
the screech of spinning tyres are not the usual 
sound associated with country estates ar the 
sleepy Cotswotd hills. But that's what you’ll 
get at speed hill climb venues this summer 
and it makes a unique recipe for a great 
day out by mixing scenic settings with the 
excitement of high speed motorsport. Cars 
you will be thriled by range from classics of 
yesteryear to the latest Bnfjsh Chomp/onsh/p 
chasers that loak every Inch like Formula One 
cars scaled down for the typically narrow 
roads of the Speed Hiil Ctimb scene. 




The first of these 
summer events for 
Four Shires readers 
to enjoy takes place 
on the parklands 
of the Chateau 
Impney estate Just 
outside Droitwich 
In Worcestershire 
and is set against 
the backdrop of the 
magnificent chateau 
itself. Built by a wealthy businessman and 
landowner in the 19th century to keep his 
new young French wife happy (it didn't!], It Is 
now Q Grade fl listed luxury hotel. 







The hill climb takes place on July 7th/8th 
and is a revival of an event that was popular 
from 1957 to 1967. With such a backdrop 
and an olways exciting ond eclectic mix of 
competing cars if is no surprise that, within 
three years of its 
revival, ‘C/asslcs of 

fh^ Phnix^nrj' hOS 

I It# itj of the 
most popular events 


on the motorsport calendar. This year there 
will be around 200 competitors in a ronge of 
pre-1967 racing and sports cars some of 
which actually competed at the Chateau In 
Its heyday. 

For more information visit the website at: 
www.chateauHmpney.com 
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GLORIOUS GOODWOOD 

There’s a trip further afietd for the next event 
on the high summer, high speed calendar - 
down to the South Coast and the Goodwood 
estate in Sussex, to be exact. But it will be a 
drive well worth making over the period of 
July 12th - 15th as it is glorious Goodwood's 
annual Festfvat of Speed. This year will 
cetebrate the event's 25th anniversary - Its 
Silver Jubilee. 

The first festival in June 1993, redefined what 
a classic car event could be, and, In the 
years since, it has firmly established Itself as 
the world's greatest celebration of motorsport 
and car culture. 

Now, to mark the Silver Jubilee, the Duke of 
Richmond (formerly Lord March) has chosen 
his 25 favourite moments from the first 25 
events - personal highlights that, in very 
different ways, have all been landmarks in 
the Festival's history. These moments, and the 
cars and drivers that created them, will be 
cornerstones of this year's event, alongside 
the usual gathering of extraordinary vehicles 
from the dawn of motoring to the present day 
and beyond. 


Entrance is by ticket only. You 
can purchase tickets from the 
website at www,goodwood, 
com, and you will need to 
hurry (or go to one of the 
online ticket agencies) as it 
always sells right out. Should 
you be unlucky, then console 
yourself by booking early for 
the Goodwood Revival race 
meeting in September. 
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CLASSIC NOSTALGJA AND FORMULA ONE! 

It is bock to Worcestershire tor the July 28th 
and 29th weekend for Ctassic Nostolgio 
at Sheisley Walsh In the beautiful valley of 
the River Teme. This is the oldest motorsport 
venue In the word, hoving run events every 
year since 1901, except In times otwor, ond 
these days it hosts a full season of rocing 
for both classic cors ond modern British 
Chompionship hill climb racers. 

Clossic Nostalgia Is a two-doy motorsport 
festival featuring competition for pre>‘19&0s 
cars, os well os demonstrations, parodes, 
displays and entertainment. It Is the flagship 
event at Sheisley ond the theme for this year 
Is Formulo One Through the Ages. The moln 
attraction at this yeor's show will be on FI 


classic Formula one cars as well as FI car 
demo runs up the hill - so bring your ear 
plugs] 

For more Information on this event ond the 
rest of the Sheisley Walsh season go to: 
www.shelsleywolsh.com 
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PICTURE PERFECT PRESCOTT 

The other great hill climb venue, reviewed on 
page 43, [s at Prescott in the CotswoEd hills of 
North Gloucestershire. It has picture-perfect 
views out across the orchards of the Vale 
of Evesham and the Broadway escarpment 
above. 

It is the home of the Bugotfj Owners ond 
plans for the club's July 14th event this year 
centred on gathering together as many 
former Prescott hill record holders as possible. 
The entry list reads like a 'IVho’s Who of 
MiMmbing' ranging from 1960s pacesetter 
and multiple Hillclimb champion David 
Boshier-Jones to contemporary six time 
Hi^ictlmb champion Scott Moran. 

Many of these old hill climb heroes will be 
re-united with suitoble cars, either for a 
parade or for full-on competition, as the 
day will feature a capacity field of 150 cars - 
including a class of Bugattis, of course. 

On August 4th and 5th, the Vfnfoge Sports- 
Cor Chub's celebrated Prescott meeting is the 
undoubted jewel in the crown of the vintage 
motorsport year (for pre 1931 cars), having 


first taken place in 
1938. 


From noble pre-1918 
Edwardians through 
fire-breathing, tyre¬ 
smoking aeroplane- 
engine specials of 
the i 920s to fomed 
1930s Grand Prix 
racers, cars from a golden era of motoring 
history take on the challenge of the 
traditional and original 880 yard 'short course' 
against the clock. 


Later in the season, on September 29th, these 
cars will be back to take on the challenge of 
the newer 1200 yard Jong course that also 
sees a British Championship round earlier in 
the month, on September 1 st and 2nd, 

Finally, the popular American themed 
Autumn Classic returns to Prescott on 

October 6th and 7th 
The all-American 'Stars 
and Stripes' weekend 
celebrates the biggest 
and brashest cars this 
side of the pond with 
spectacular vehicle 
displays from Mustangs, 
Cadillac's, Chevys 
to Flatheads Fords, 

V8 Hotrods, Indian 
motorcycles and 
Custom Choppers. 
There will also be 
a wide variety of 
competition cars competing 
on the historic hill climb 
course, naturally with special 
classes for American cars 
ond hot rods. 

More details on the 2018 
Prescott season are available 
from www.prescott- 
hillclimb,com. 
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words and pictures by four Shires staff 




above: balconies 
overlooking the river 

top fight: T!ie boafhoi/se 


alking the Thames Path at Henley 
almost feels like a trip to your 
favourite seaside resort, such is 
the popularrty of this historic town, 
especially during the Royal Regatta. 



Before the advent of rail travel, the quays 
at Henley were busy loading and unloading 
cargo - It wos the main route tor transporting 
grain and wood to London, made alt the 
more Important when canals joined the 
Thames with the Severn and Midlands 
waterways. Henley was also a coaching 
town, with many stage-coaches stopping 
off here. The actual age of the town is 
hard to pinpoint, as it Is not mentioned in 
the Domesday Book, but does appear in a 
monastic deed in 1186, as LHeanlea'. Not 
long after in 1199, King John granted Henley 
to Robert Harcourt, one of his supporters. 


A wooden bridge on stone foundations was 
built over the Thames at Henley in 1170, later 
replaced by the present stone one in 1786. 
When the railways took over commercial 
trade, the river became a centre for sport 
and recreation. Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
laid on lovish house parties at Park Place, 
where he lived from 1738-51. 


On June 10th, 1829, the first boat race 
between Oxford and Cambridge took place 



at Henley, from Hambledon Lock to Henley 
Bridge. Jt proved so popular that in 1839, 
following 10 annual races, the first regatta 
was born, which later became Henley Royal 
Regatta after Prince Albert became Its 
patron in 1851. The Great Western Railway 
line opened here in 1857, bringing even 
more visitors to the town. After Prince Albert's 
death. Queen Victoria became patron, 
followed by every succeeding monarch. The 
Queen, as Princess Elizabeth, and her sister, 
the late Princess Margaret, undertook their 
first public engagement without their parents 
at Henley Royal Regatta in 1946. Princess 
Elizabeth was 20 years of age, and Princess 
Margaret just 16. 

The regatta became a firm favourite, with 
entry into the Stewards’ Enclosure particularly 
sought after. It provided the opportunity for 
socialites to be seen and photographed at 
this prestigious event, and latterly corporate 
entertaining has played a large part In the 
current event's success. A strict dress code is 
maintained in the Stewards' Enclosure, where 
ladles’ hemlines must be below the knee 
and trousers or culottes are frowned upon. A 
hint of knee and you are not admitted! For 
the men, lounge suits, jackets or blazers are 
worn, with flannels and a tie or cravat, and 
jackets must be worn at all times regardless of 
temperature, unless a special announcement 
Is made to the contraryl Wet weather con 
sometimes put a bit of a dampener on things. 
Back in 1963, the rain was so torrential that 
organisers clearing up later found over 50 
pairs of women's shoes stuck fast in the mudl 

This particular spot of the Thames was 
chosen for the regatta as the river here Is 
straight, broad and flows slowly for a mile 
and a half from Henley Bridge to Temple 
Island. The oarsmen rowed against the river 
flow, so they would finish close to spectators 
gathering near the town’s shops and Inns. It 
was subsequently found to be dangerous to 
finish at the bridge, and the finishing point 
was moved downstream. The start point 
has remained at Temple Island, a delightful 
fishing lodge built by James Wyatt in 1771 
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to complete a tree-lined vista from nearby 
Fowley Court. The Interior of the building 
contains Britain's earliest example of the 
Etruscan style, after designs discovered 
during the Pompeii excavations. The Hentey 
Royal Regatta Committee own the Temple, 
which Is used as a venue for receptions and 
banquets. Whereas the first regatta took 
place over one afternoon, it now occupies 
five days in July and attracts competitors 
worldwide. There Is also a two day Women's 
Regatta held at the end of June. 

The Leander Rowing Club, based at Henley 
since 1S97, Is the oldest club in the world 
having originally raced the reaches of the 
Thames In London from 1818 onwards. Such 
was their success that the Leander crew were 
named 'Cock of the London Water’. Leander 
has had many champion oarsmen over the 
years, contributing an Important part to the 
town's heritage. 

The Hobbs’ Boatyard has played a significant 
role in Henley, the family having lived in 
the area for many years. They began their 
boatyard business in 1870, building an 
umpire’s launch In 1913 for the Regatta, 



and have continued 
this tradition ever 
since. They offer 
a range of skiffs, 
canoes and motor 
boats for hire, and 
their paddle steamer 
'New Orleans' 
can take over 100 
people. During the 
summer months, their 
passenger boats 
carry trippers to 
Hambledon. From the 
river a number of interesting buildings can be 
seen, including hotels built In the 1890s such 
as the Imperial, the Royal and the Little White 
Hart, two of which are constructed in the 
half-timbered style. The 13th century Red Lion 
Hotel has entertained a multitude of guesfs, 
among them kings, princes, writers and artists. 
In 1788, King George 111 dined here, devouring 
an amazing 14 mutton chops in one sitting! 


fop: Tempfe 
rowers 

above: ffie brewery 


To quench the thirst of all those visitors, 
numerous inns sprung up over the years 
Including 'The Angel’ at the end of Henley 
Bridge. The Brakspear Brewery has been »> 
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above: a beautifuHy 
stfoated river house 

right: a huge furnoirt for 
the tieniey on Thornes 
regoifa fn the }B90s 

far right fop: 
Tempie Island 

far right betow: 
fhe 


in the town for over 200 years and occupies 
a large part of New Street. A monument 
in St Mary's Church Is dedicated to 
Richard Hayward who died In 1797. As an 
entrepreneur, he Invested in Henley's molting 
and brewery trade, turning to members of 
his family to assist him. His nephew, Robert 
Breakspear, son of a Wiltshire tailor, joined 
him. He was very capable and quick to 
learn the art of brewing, having been 
landlord of a coaching inn at Witney when 
he was 19. When he arrived in Henley 
in 1775, he dropped the first 'e' from his 
surname, possibly to dissociate himself from 
his humble beginnings, as it is said his father 
died almost a pauper. Hayward bought up 
inns throughout the town, and founded the 
Brakspear Brewery in 1779, making Robert 
Brakspear a partner In 1781. The tied-house 
system was soon Introduced, where breweries 
gave surety to magistrates to guarantee 
the landlord's behaviour and grant a 
licence to trade, and in return they only 
stocked products of that particular brewery. 
Brakspears then controlled 34 pubs, with eight 
of them owned by the company. 


At the age of 40 years, Robert Brakspear 
married his cousin, Sarah Hoyward, and they 


raised three sons and six daughters. He also 
spent time as churchwarden at St Mary's and 
served as town mayor twice. Robert died at 
Reading on 22 November 1812. He chose as his 
successor his second son, William Henry, who 
he believed to have the right qualities. He was 
proved right and William's time at the brewery 
lasted 57 years until he died in 1882. Just like 
his father, he was an alderman, magistrate 
and four times mayor. His sons, Archibald and 
George Brakspear then took over the brewery 
business, now known as 'W H Brakspear & Sons'. 
The main principles of brewing Brakspear's beer 
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have not changed for centuries, with the basic 
ingredients being malted barfey, hops, yeast 
and water. Until 1971, Brakspear made most of 
its own malt in the malthouses at Henley, but 
today It is supplied by various maltsters. 

One TV detective who famously enjoyed 
a pint of real ale was Inspector Morse, and 
Brakspear's Brewery was the chosen location 
for one particular episode called 'The Sins of 
the Pother". It involved a story of skulduggery 
in a brewing family, where one of the victims 
drowned in a Brakspear's fermentation vat - 
what a way to got 

Unfortunately, the brewery closed in 
2002, ond another Oxfordshire brewery, 
Wychwood, bosed in Witney took over a 
good deal of the breweries equipment and 
licence to brew its beers! 

For visitors wishing to learn more about Henley, 
the River and Rowing Museum is well worth 
a visit. It occupies a scenic locotion in Mill 
Meadows close to the river and just up from the 
bridge. The structure was designed by David 
Chlpperfield, and resembles a huge boatshed, 
raised on short concrete piles, probably in case 
of flooding. The museum concentrates on three 
main themes - the history of the Thames, the 
development of Henley through the ages, and 
Rowing. It also has galleries for exhibitions, a 
library, education centre, shop and riverside 
restaurant. It has recently unveiled sculptures 
of Sir Steve Redgrave ond Matthew Pinsent, by 
Sean Henry. 



Henley-on-Thames owes its very existence 
to the great river which once held such 
a prominent commercial position, and 
continues to draw visitors to sail its pleasure 
boats, sip a coot beer and enjoy the festive 
fun of the annual regafta. • 




(pMr.ri. 
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I '~ he arrival of new transport links In an area nearly always 
leads to increased prosperity In a region. This Is as true today 
as it was over 200 years ago with the Introduction ot the tirst 
national transport systems - the railways and the canals. 

The Four Shires have seen their own fair share of canal and railway 
construction and, during the TfdOs the M40 motorway made its 
appearance In Oxfordshire. 

As a bringer of prosperity, the motorway could not be faulted, Its 
environmental Impact was always there to be questioned however. 

The first leg of the M40 ran from Junction 34 on the M42 down to 
Junction 9, Wendlebury [Bicester), where drivers then had the 
choice of joining either the A34 or A41. 

The final link of this new motorway, the Wendlebury to 
Stokenchurch section, would prove the most contentious. This 
link would cut through Otmoor, northeast of Oxford, and was 
considered an area of outstanding natural beauty. Incldently, 
Otmoor was used as a practice bombing range during World War 
Two. 

Following lenghty consultation with local pressure groups, 
environmentalists and farmers, a compromise was reached and It 
was agreed that the section should follow a curve around the most 
sensitive areas of the moor. 

There were four main M40 contractors including Mowlam, Balfour 
Beatty, and McAlpine - In addition to a host of subcontractors. 

Mowlem were very fortunate In their costings for work to be carried 
out on the motorway, as, quite by chance, they managed to 
cut millions off their costs by using locally quarried stone from a 
disused pit at Croughton. Their previous plan Involved transporting 
tonnes of aggregate from a site In Leicestershire - adding millions 
to their costs. • 
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two men are staggering down the road from the pub 
late at night and suddenly one of them notices the 
cat’s eyes shining out: “hey John! d’you see those 
diamonds in the middle of the road there?" 

the other stares for a minute and says: 

"must be a jewel carriageway" 




MOTORWAY LEARNING 

Learner drivers In England, Wales and 
Scotland are now allowed to have 
lessons on the motorway. 

Previously only those who have passed 
their test could do so, but lessons are 
now allowed In a dual-control car with 
an approved driving Instructor. 

The government says the move will help 
learners gain experience to drive safely. 

Road safety minister Jesse Norman said: 
"Bfftafn's roods ore among the safest 
rn the world, birt road coltisions remain 
the second bfggest k/Wer of young 
people. Aliowing learner drivers to have 
motor wo y lessons w/th a guolf^ed road 
safety expert will hetp more young 
drivers to gain the skilts ond experience 
they need to drive sofely on motorwoys. 



DRIVERLESS CAR TEST BEDS TO BE 
UNVEILED 

Plans to trial driverless cars in the West 
Midlands are to be outlined by the 
region's Metro Mayor. Andy Street Is 
expected to detail plans to use 50 miles 
of Birmingham and Coventry roads for 
the development and evaluation of 
connected and autonomous vehicles. 

The specially-selected roads will cover 
a wide range of areas across the West 
Midlands, making It the largest testing 
environment in the UK. The Midlands 
Future Mobility test bed Is being led by 
Warwick Manufacturing Group, at the 
University of Warwick. 
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B ack in 2003, 
the Four Sh/res 
visited Hinton 
in the Hedges near 
Brackiey and found 
a super little church 
that could trace its 
roots back to the 13th 
century. 

Part of the diocese 
includes the 
wonderfully secluded 
Steane Chapel. This 
lies on private land 
and wasn't easy to 
visit back then. Luckily 
on our latest visit, 
we were advised at Hinton that the 
chopel was open thot very morning, 
so we took the opportunity to visit! 

Some 13 years later we managed to 
catch up with Theo Haywood and 
Jeremy Veale, church wardens at 
Steane. 

"Steofte Chopef hos been ie/ecfed 
as one of fop fOO cbiircfies fn 
NorfbompfonsMe and ff's easy fo see 
why/' commented Theo. 

Steane chapel is quite small 


and there is no power or water 
connected to the building. 

'*We ho/d around sr'x services here 
every year/" said Jeremy. '*Wh//sf 
Hfnfon parish helps mofn/ofn Sfeane, 
we //ke to keep the Chapei fn use to 
preserve ifs future/ 

For more information on Steane 
Chapel and other remarkable 
churches in Northamptonshire check 
out Northamptonshire churches 
inspire. 





HINTON IN THE HEDGES 
CHURCH - LOYAL TO QUEEN 
ANNE OF GREAT BRITAIN 

It is fascinating to wonder how some 
of the towns and villages in the 
Four Sh/res area got their names. 

Stow In the Wold and Moreton in 
Marsh seem pretty obvious, but 
Hinton in the Hedges presents 
something of a mystery because this 
attractive village, just a mile and a 
half from Brackiey, and named in 
the Domesday Book, has no more 
hedges than any other in the vicinify. 

What it does have however is a 
particularly Interesting church known 
by Its parishioners as the Most Holy 
Trinity, and it should olso be called 
the most blessed, because it is quite 
clear fo any passing visitor that this Is 
a church that Is loved and cared for. 

While looking at the monuments 
on the church wails, one realised 
what Hinton owed to Stevan Istvan 
Neuman (1915-1999). The dedication 
showed that he was responsible for 
the major restoration of the church 
from 1976 to 1999, and stated: “He 
fravef/ed the worid, but Hfnfon wos b/s 
home^. 

And one can see why he fell under 
the spell of Hinton and its church. 

A church history for visitors suggests 
that there might have been a simple 
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Anglo-Saxon church on the 5ite. 
and certainly there Is some rough 
stonework to suggest this, along 
with the line of a steeply pitched 
roof Inside the east wait of the tower 
typical of Anglo-Saxon porches. 

By Norman times one would hove 
expected to find some kind of 
church in the village for It was part 
of the land belonging to Geoffrey 
de Mandeville. and one of his men 
named Arnold held land for five 
ploughs, two slaves, and 11 villeins, 
plus a mill, 16 acres of meodow and 
woodland (perhaps a source of the 
hedges') and it was worth some 70 
shillings, which wos then a sizeoble 
sum. 

The tower of the present church 
is Norman, with Norman belfry 
windows, and it had a corbel table 
[a band of heads of humans and 
animals) of one time. Inside the 
church is an attractive arch of rough 
stone from the tower to the nave. >» 


the giant hatchmgnt 
n praisQ of queon anno 
on the north wall bears 
the heading title 
'god save the queen of 
great britain’ 



opposite page, from fop: Tfreo Hayward 
and Jeremy Veate af 5feone Chopet,' 
a Ifne memorfoJ ai Steone ctiopet; the 
Chapei of Sfeane 

thh page, from fop: This splendid 
hatchment which adorns the north waU 
of the north otste above the door wos 
painted by Thomas hunion, a f.mcotn 
painter, to mark 1 707, fhe yeor fhaf Queerr 

Anne, wearing fhe 
English Order of fhe 
Gorter and the icotfrsh 
Order of fhe Th/stte, 
symboffstng fhe unton of 
the fwo peoples, rode 
fn sfafe to Sf Pat/I 's to 
mark the creoffon of 
the United Kingdom of 
Greof Britain: fhe oniy 
sfotned glass In the 
church IS In fhe foncef 
window in the tower; 
ound In the churchyard, 
this coffecti'on of bricks 
and files looks iike an 
'arty insiattatior}' 
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The north aisle of the church was buitt 
In the early English period from 1200 
to 1290 and is reached by an arcade 
with arches which have pillars with 
multi scalloped squares at their base. 

There is very little stained glass In the 
church, except for one charming 
small iancef window In the tower 
almost obscured by the organ pipes, 
and two small decorated windows in 
the porch which were found buried 
in the wall during restoration and 
re-inserted then. Despite the lack of 
colour the design of the plain glass 
windows Is Interesting with graceful 
tracery- and a clear day with blue 
skies and waving trees provide their 
own pictures. 

Once again this church was restored 
by the Victorians, and while one 
detects a note of regret in the 
history leaflet about the loss of some 
mediaeval features, we must atl be 
grateful that they uncovered the 
large grotesque heads (one grinning, 
and the other not quite so happy!) 
by the chancel arch, both of which 
are remarkable pieces of primitive 
art. 

Art of a different kind, but no less 
impressive is the giant hatchment 
in praise of Queen Anne on the 
north wall which bears the heading 
title ‘God Save the Queen of Great 
Britain' and the signature Thomas 
Hunton of Lincoln. Painter, 1707. Well 
done. Thomas, your work so far has 
lasted nearly 300 years and It really is 
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a fine piece of work, and deserves to 
be In pride of place with some kind 
of Illumination. 

It is only one of many treasures, for 
the beautifully decorated font from 
the 13th century is a Joy to behold. 

To judge from a painting in the 
church it has been moved about 
a bit and Is on a base which was 
made later. 

Nevertheless its tub shape was 
a hang over from the Norman 
period while the stiff-leaf frieze and 
ornamentation is later. 



Toiiii* 

QjvOT ll» villlQ* 

CJJHalA liorrti oFSJ&on* 
for dt^dnr ol all 


Anyone obsessed with global 
warming might like to take a look 
at the splendid rood screen In the 
chancel arch, for It carries carvings 
of grapes and foliage and the carver 
would undoubtedly have found his 
inspirotion from local grapevines 
- and this was In the medloeval 
period. We know that grapes were 
flourishing at Horley vineyards at the 
same time, some ten miles away, 
and there weren't any cors emitting 
carbon dioxide then, so the evidence 
points rather more to cyclical climate 
change rather than that caused by 
gas emissions! 

The screen of course, would have 


helped support a rood loft for the 
priest at the time, and the steps 
leading to it can be cleorly seen in 
the north aisle. Sensible use of space, 
and while we all like to see the sturdy 
roof beams in churches sometimes 
a false roof where possible In our 
churches would cut down heating 
costs - and judging from the number 
of portoble heaters at Hinton, this 
must be something of a problem in 
the winter. 

No problem, one suspects, to hear 
the preacher, for the Jacobean oak 
pulpit on Its pillar is a fine piece of 
carving and any lovers of woodwork 
will really enjoy if. 

Move past the pulpit but before 
entering the chancel took down 
at the diamond shaped Inset floor 
tablets In memory of Richard Gray 
DD. who was 30 years Rector, and 
who died in 1771. He was also 
Rector at Kimcore in Leicester, a 
Commissary Official of Leicester, 
Archdeacon of Bedford and 
Prebendary of St Paul's so In 
ecclesiastical circles something of 
a high flyer. Not much importance 
was attached to spelling In past 
centuries, for when his wife Joyce 
(the 'c' is a present day ‘f', as the 
‘s' was interchangeable with the 'f 
then) but she became the wife of 
the Rev Dr Grey, with an 'e’l 

Another high flyer commemorated 
In the chancel Is the Hon Herman 
WItsius Ryland, who was a member 
of the Legislative Council of Lower 
Canada and 'served with zeot 
and fidelity' under the crown of 
Great Britain. The fine monument 










































FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 



was engraved by W. T. Hale of 65 
Edgware Road. London, and it would 
be interesting to know if any such 
monumental mason exists today - 
but as Edgware Road is now almost 
entirely taken over by shops selling 
computers and electronics it's hardly 
likely! 

Herman's memorial is neor that 
of Salathiet Crewe, the son of Sir 
Thomas Crewe of Steane Park, and 
is dated 1686. Our picture shows why 
it was highly praised by the famous 
Pevsner. 

Alongside this memorial is the one 
to Reynold Braye and his wife Anne, 
who held the Manor until 1SS2. 
Reynold was brother to Edmond Lord 
Crewe, and Anne was daughter of 
Thomas Lord Vaux. Their ages are 
only given as being 'about 44. and 
77’. 

The oldest memorial Is a brass plate 
in Latin tO' Sir William Saunders, a 
Rector, who died In 1452. 

However, by far the most exciting 
are the figures of an English knight, 
and his wife, who very unusually are 
not tying side to side but with the 
knight (believed to be Sir William de 
Hinton, who was born in 1284) lying 
with his feet and lion, to his wife’s 
head, along the north wall. The 
two figures are lying end to end on 
two low tomb chests with quatrefoll 
friezes, and Sir William, who held the 
Manor of Hinton In the reign of Henry 



IV. is resting on two iozenge pillows. 
He has a shield, a dagger on his 
right hand side, a sword on his left, 
and spurs. The lady's head rests on 
a cushion, with the remains of two 
angels, and her feet on a little dog. 
She wears an ornamental piece of 
armour which protects the throot. 
and has a mantle flowing to her feet. 

Those are the memorials from 
ancient times, but there’s a modern 
one which future historians wilt find 
immensely interesting. This Is the 
framed document which records 
that with the help of five grants from 
trust and foundations the three bells 
of the church were restored in the 
2000 Millennium. They are dedicated 
to Jack Upstone, John Curran. Fiona 
PeeLYates, and Stevan Neuman, 
and alongside Is another record of 
the contributions from the village 
which paints a real picture of Hinton 
at the end of the 20th century, gifts 
came from a London Marathon 
runner, the Hinton Riding Club and 
the Pony Show, a Christmas Tea 
Party, the Village Carol Singers, 
a Grand National Draw, a Bella 
Musica Concert 
and Alfresco Supper 
(shades of Mapp 
and Lucia?), a 
Croquet Evening, a 
Flea Market, and the 
Hinton Wine Club. 


Hinton lost eight of its sons out of the 
31 who went to war in 1914 to 1918, 
and three others died In the Second 
World War, and there's o simple 
wooden panel dedicated to them by 
the south door. 

Because the weather had been 
unrelentingly dull for many days the 
visit to Hinton had been delayed, and 
required no fewer than three visits to 
absorb the beauties of this church. 
However each was rewarding, and 
one feels there is yet more to be 
revealed in this quintessential English 
village church. • 

opposite page, from fop: fhe Holy Ifmify 
Ctiutch a) hinion In the fledges: fhe 
playing field wos given to the children of 
Hinion by Copfain Norrh of Steane: a view 
of the church 

thii poge. from fop left: the wonderful 
door to ffre church; fhii memorfoJ in 
Steane Chopef wos fovmgfy resfored by 
local Qftht (and sometime Four Shires' 
contriPufor) Chris PendJefoi?: the rzth 
century memoriat fo SoJafhie/ Crewe 
which is in fhe choncei was highly proised 
by Nikotaus Fevsner 


How evocotive! 


The church organ sits 
in the fine Norman 
arch of the tower, 
and It was made by 
Bedington and Sons, 
of Manette Street, 
off London's Charing 
Cross Road. 
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In the fourth instalment of our ‘Turn Back Time’ 
series we move our focus to the 1980s; nomed 
by some os the ugiiest period in history, much 
iike the fashion, you wiil either iove or hote 80s 
interiors, writes Cathy Black. 


This situotEori did not last long as social, 
cultural and technological changes 
In the mid SOs had a major impact on 
home design. Within the space of a few years. 
CD players had replaced record players and 
VCRS were released! Kitchens contained 
microwave ovens and most households had 
a telephone. Meanwhile, Increasing numbers 
of people were buying these Incredible new 
machines called computers! 

These technological advances, combined with 
the mid SOs fashion trends for brighter patterns 
and vivid colours, saw a transformation In 
Interior design. Out went the understated 
colours of the early SOs and instead, people 
began to decorate their homes In brighter 
styles. Floral patterns come back, but were 
used sparingly, mainly on borders and bedding. 
Polka dots too were a popular choice and 
mirrors made a big comeback In many rooms 
around the home. 


Driving many of the changes in interior design 
was the responsibility of home ownership. 
Homeowners developed the confidence to 
express their Individualism. 

Refined fforals: No bed was complete without 
a pillow and bedspread adorned with florals. 
Floral designs can certainly work in a modern 
home - but think 'sophisticated' not tacky. The 


■ I "he implementation of Morgaret 
Thatcher's 'right to buy' scheme 
In fhe SOs was a watershed for the 
British homeowner. It didn't take 
long for millions of new homeowners 
to realise that they had the freedom 
to decorate their homes as they 
wanted and at ftrst, the response was 
reactionary! 

in much the same way as 70s punk was 
the reaction to the hippy movement of 
the 60s. interior design In the early SOs 
reacted to the floral designs of the 70s. 
Out went gorlsh floral prints ond bright 
colours. Instead, homes were decorated 
In more neutral tones. Beiges, browns 
and notural greens predominated as 
homes across the country were 'toned 
down'. 
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key. OS with any pattern, Is to use It sparingly, 
maybe on a headboard in the bedroom or 
with the Inclusion of flora! cushions in other 
rooms. Couple this with plain surfaces and wall 
colouring for o truly modern look with Just o hint 
of SOs. 

Play with postels: Postels were o popular choice 
for the SOs home and it is something that is still 
workable in the 21st Century. Today’s pastels 
are muted and look greot with soft shades 
of grey, while peach works well with copper 
accessories. The key Is to choose just one pastel 
shade and tone it with more neutral hues, 
rather than going for a pastel extravagonzal 

The love of a country kttcherr; The farmhouse 
kitchen look was big In the SOs. These spaces 
would hove been packed out with wall-to- 
wall (orange shade) pine cabinets. Country 
kitchens, thankfully, now look completely 
different, mainly because of the more pale, 
stylish oak we opt for In favour of varnished 
pine. With advances in technology and 
products available, it is now much more easy 
to experiment with other surfaces, mixing ond 
matching for a more interesting look. 

Gleaming glass tables: In the decade that sow 
'yuppies' bustling around looking busy with their 
'Filofaxes', there's no wonder interiors often 
resembled o conference room. Glass tables 
were a perfect addition to this slick city look. 
Glass tables con be o great oddition to ony 
modern home and even better, those on offer 
In today's market are much more elegant, and 
much less business-like in their look then those of 
the 80s. A metal edged glass table is great for 
an Industrial yet laid back look, and the glass 
will add a light and airy feel to any space. 

Shape up with geometries: If you wanted a 
cool trendy bedroom In the SOs a geometric 
design would do the trick. Zigzags, triangles, 
stripes and hexagons were everywhere, and 


Cwic;;: yc'VT b^thioom Although 
many will be quite glad that the 
avocado bathroom suite went out 
in the SOs. Some greens, however, 
can work particulorly well within the 
bathroom and offer a more natural 
ambiance in which to relax. Try green 
in a small area such as a tiled splash 
back If you are a little concerned 
whether it will work in your space. 

Cf^a=ive cork: Kitchen floors and walls 
were covered with this tactile material and 
children's bedroom walls were lined with cork 
tiles that worked as vost pin boards. Although 
walt-to-woll cork will be a very overpowering 
addition in the modern home, this is still a 
brilliantly versatile material that can be used for 
all sorts of interior surfaces, from table tops to 
pot lids and even for thoroughly insulated floors! 

Indoo; plants: In an era where more was more, 
houseplants were a great way to add that 
extra touch. Greenery could be everywhere, 
popping up in bathrooms, jazzing up living 
room windowsills and bringing the outdoors into 
glass conservatories. Houseplants are a brilliant 
addition to your modern home, They not only 
warm up the space, but they make the air 
healthier too. 

Frame your walls: A 19S0s wall was never 
really complete without a wallpaper 
border. Wall coverings came with a 
matching frieze, so it was easy to 
add a complementary edging to 
your wallpaper design. Things have 
changed and now walls are more 
likely to fade info the edge, with 
some home owners even choosing 
the some shade for ceilings, walls 
and joinery to merge the whole 
room together. Why not get creative 
with your framing. Paint your skirting 
boards in a contrasting colour to the 
walls, or even choose one of the new 
patterned boards on the market, to give 
your room a sharp, defined border. 


Love it or hate it the SOs were anything but 
boring and although we certainly wouldn't 
recommend completely bowing to this ‘all or 
nothing' era In interior design there are many 
smaller nods to this period that could add a 
touch of elegance and chic to your modern 
home. # 


for left, top: creative 
cork wal\% by Sfyfe 4 

far Jefr, bottom: Aston 
graphic white and 
musiard yeilow cushion. 
£22.88, Mahons du 
Monde: Niki Jones 
ttorfeqtr/n otiftiion. £100. 
Amara 

obove: taupe striped 
Jackson tedding set, 
£JS - £29. Debentioms,'^ 
Urban Deco dining 
tabte. £499.99. Woyfair 


looked wonderful In both, bold, 
primary colours or bright pastels. 
Geometries can offer a strong 
design choice no matter what the 
era. Some of the most Interesting 
ways to play with shapes In the 
home are on walls and floors. 
Hexagonal tiles can work on the 
floor and offer a focal point in the 
utilitarian spaces of your property. 
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NEW HOAAES IN THE CHERWELL 

SuM project takes a new approach 
to developlr^g homes in Cherwelt. 

Whether youVe on a tight budget, 
want to get help designing your 
home or are looking to create your 
own co-housing community, Cherwell 
District Council con help. 

Right now there are opportunities for 
those wanting to get a foot on the 
housing ladder with three-bedroom 
shared ownership houses avaiEabfe at 
Spring Walk in Banbury. 

If you are interested in applying, 
please contact the Build! team on 
01295 221 15 or bulld@cherwefl-dc. 
gov.uk 

Applicants will need to register on 
He/p to Buy South, online at www. 
helptobuysouth.co.uk 


GRAND UNION CANAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

A developer is set to reveal major 
plans to regenerate the area around 
part of the Grand Union Canal in 
Leomington. 

Althorpe Street Developments Ltd 
want to build accommodation, 
buildings for employment and open 
space for the public in the project 
next to the canal by Althorpe Street 
in south Leamington. 

The group was formed by businesses 
based in Althorpe Street, who 
expressed mutual concern over the 
future of the area. 



They want the project to bring 
regeneration by raising security, 
providing employment space, 
parking, and waste management. 



New Fisher German website 
puts key features within 
easy reach 



After more than two years of planning, Fisher German's new 
website is now live. A dedicated in-house project team worked 
in partnership with website specialist Starberry to rebuild the 
site from the ground up to create an interactive experience 
that meets fast changing user expectations. Ease of use and 
the ability to quickly access relevant information were top of 
the list of user requirements for the new look website. Key 
enhancements Include: 

' A revamped property search engine, which allows users to 
draw their own geographic search areas and define personal 
travel time requirements, allowing them, for example, to 
specify properties within an houks drive of their workplace. 

' An innovative online property auction marketplace powered 
by Bamboo Auctions, which allows residential sales and 
purchases at the click of a button. 

' An exciting digital publishing platform powered by Issuu, 
where all Fisher German publications (including Fisher 


German Magazine, of course!) can be found in one place for 
instant online reading or downEoading to read later. 

' A brand new concept where users can engage with Fisher 
German like they never have before. The Social Wall brings 
together all social media posts, which include the Fisher 
German brand and hashtags on the same screen at the same 
time. 

All of the most popular features of the previous website 
have been retained, but considerable thought has gone into 
developing pages, which make the firm's wide range of services 
as accessible as possible to a broad range of site visitors. 

The new website incorporates a distinctive radar design that 
is being rolled out across the business. The design illustrates 
how Fisher German scans the market to find the right property 
solution for clients. To see the new Fisher German website and 
try out its new features for yourself, please go to: 
www.fishergertnan.oo.uk 


For further information contact Matthew at matthew.allen(5)fishergerman.co.uk ■ 01295 271555 ‘ fishergerman.co.uk 
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^ Stoufton^ Warwickshire 



A rarely available residential farm 

- 5 bedroom farmhouse 

- 20,000 sq ft farm buildings 

- Arable land, pasture land 

* Potenfiai for redevelopment 

* Edge of village position with views 

* In all about 106 acres 

* EPC rating F 



Guide price - £2,900,000 as a whale 





^ Adstone, Northamptonshire 


Historic Manor House in 40 acres 

* 3 reception rooms. 7 bedrooms 

* Landscaped gardens & grounds 

* Buildings with planning to convert 

* American bam with stabting 

* Manage, horse-walker 

* In oil about 40 acres 

* Additional tand/famnstead 
ovaitoble 


£ 


Guide price - £1,350,000 


SAIE AGREED 




^ Shutford, Oxfordshire 


n 



Appealing cottage for improvement in 
an enviable position 

■ Hatl, sitting room, dining room 

* Kitchen, utility, conservatory 

* 3 double bedrooms (2 ensuite) 

‘ Garage, store, summerhouse 

- Gardens, in oil about 0.56 acre 

■ Fabulous rural setting with views 

* EPC rating F 

Guide price - £535,000 




^ Swerford, Oxfordshire 



Attractive period cottage for updating 

“ Hall, kitchen/breokfost room 

* Sitting rooom, cloakroom 

* 2 first floor bedrooms, bathroom 

* Attic storage with windows 

* Private setting, attractive views 

* Garden, in all about 0.27 acre 

* EPC rating F 



Guide price - £350,000 
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^ Byfield, Northamptonshire 



Smallholding for renovation 

* Fabulous iruroJ setting 

■ Farmhouse in need of repair 

■ Form buildings with potential 

* Very private location 

■ Pastureland^ in oil about 50 acres 



Guide price - £1,700,000 




Kmgsey, B uckingha m shire 


iBi Sespoke barn conversion with 
far reaching views 

* Converted to a high stondord 
' Attractive views of Chllfern Hills 

* Modem kitchen and bathrooms 

*■ 5 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 

- Parking, double garage 

- South facing garden with views 

* EPC rating TBA 



Guide price - £1^350,000 




Weedon, Northamptonshire 



Substantial rural house in private setting 

■■■ 3 reception rooms, garden room 

- Kitchen/breakfast room, utility 
Snug, cloakroom, 2 cellars 

- \4 bedrooms, 4 both/shower rooms 

* Outbuildings, garaging, workshop 

* Gardens, tn alt about 3.15 acres 
‘ EPC rating E 



Guide price - £800,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 














































FISHER 

GERMAN 





Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire 

Q 

Superb family home set in 4.82 acres 

* 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms {3 en-suite) 

■ 5 reception rooms, kitchen 

■ Separate first Hoor oportment 

■ Detached tandem double garage 

* Garden & paddock approx 4.B2 acres 

■ EPC rating D 

£ 

Guide price - £1,975,000 




^ Adderbury, Oxfordshire 



Substantial family home with 
period features 


- HaiL kitchen/breaklast room 

* 3 reception rooms 

* 5 bedrooms (master with ensuite) 

- Family bathroom, shower room 

- Garage, summerhouse 

■ Enclosed private garden 

* EPC rating E 


£ 


Guide price - £695,000 




^ Middleton Cheney, Northamptonshire 



A fabulous new build 

* HatL sitting room, snug, ctoalcroom 
- Kitchen/dining room^ utility room 


Master bedroom ensutte 


■ 3 further bedrooms, bathroom 

* Rear garden, off rood parking 

* Integral garage 



Guide price - £535,000 
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above: fhe Barmfey oak 
bookcase. £499 from 
Cotswold Co 

fop Fighf: buiU In 
wardrobes, made to 
order, from My Fitted 
Bedroom: deep purpte 
rose cushion. £27.90 
from lozile: Francis 
ioftn nickef touch fable 
lamp with purpte shade. 
£25 from Iconic Lights 

below: Ifompton Acacia 
lamp table, £55. 99 from 
WoFldsfores 

below right: Obaby 
Grace two-piece 
nursery furniture set In 
walnut £239.99 from 
Argos 


Offset with bright art: If you can't team your 
piece with bright furniture, then create an 
exciting juxtaposition with funky, colourful 
artwork. Hang the art close to the furniture to 
make the clash strong and deliberate. 


any of us will own or 
will have inherited a 
few pieces of dark 
wood furniture throughout 
our lives. These pieces can 
quite often appear heavy 
within your Interior spaces 
and whilst many will be sturdy enough, the 
stability of the piece may soon out live the 
aesthetic quality. There are ways however, 
of Incorporating these often Intrusive pieces 
within your space more sympathetically. 

Tuck it In: If you can fi nd a nature I home for 
your dark piece - an alcove or corner that fits 
it perfectly, then It will blend into the space 
much more seamlessly. 

Create a clean backdrop: setting dark 
wooden furniture against a beautifully clean: 
contemporory backdrop gives it a chance to 
shine. A pale floor, smoothly plastered waits 
and fresh paintwork create an immaculate 
stage against which your antique pieces can 
stand out and have space to breathe. 


Upcycle to personalise: Giving a favourite 
dark wood piece a unique touch can help 
link It to more modern elements in your home. 
For example you could re-invent your piece 
with some painted embellishments that 
match your home decor better. Be mindful 
of keeping the decorated area fairly small 
however, so not to disguise the piece entirely. 

Combine with colour Choose o rich, strong 
colour to go with a dark wooden piece and 
use It boldly around the room. The deep 
tones of the wood will be balanced out by 
the colour for a warm, considered effect. 



Go all-out eclectic: forget matchy-matchy 
styles and adopt an unashamedly eclectic 
look for your space. You can then 
slot In a range of vintage and 
antique pieces, in dark and pale 
wood, and tie them all together 
with a collection of Interesting 
accessories to produce a look that 
hangs together beautifully. 

Match with other dork tones: Make 
the darkness of your wooden piece 
into a style virtue by picking out a 
similarly inky shade for woodwork 
and other pieces of furniture. This will 
create a more cohesive look. 


Add welcome weight: Children's nurseries 
can easily become rather sweet and sickly, 
relying on a candy colour scheme and cute 
motifs. But adding a piece of dark wood 
furniture can steer the space in a far more 
exciting direction. 

Whether you have an abundance of dark 
wood furniture which dominates your home 
or simply one of two accent pieces there are 
many ways to incorporate them Into your 
space that will give you a more fluid and less 
Intrusive look. • 
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Properties 

Savills Banbury 

01295 228 000 

to call home 

®nltieMarketc(=m 



Oxhillj Warwickshire 

Grade II listed edge of village house* 6/7 bedrooms* 
outbuildings* equestrian facilities* off-road parking* about 
5.63 acres, EPC Exempt 

Guide £1.7 miiliori 



Gayton, Northamptonshire 

Modem property In elevated rural position, 4/5 reception 
rooms* 4/5 bedrooms, double garage* ample level gardens* 
hard tennis court, EPC=D 

Guide £1.495 million 



Adderbury, Oxfordshire 

Edge of village family home* 4 reception rooms, 5 
bedrooms* 2 bathrooms* iandscaped gardens, double 
garage* EPC=C 

Guide £1.35 miiiion 


HorntoHj Oxfordshire 

An attractive Grade II listed thatched cottage* 1 reception 
room, 2 bedrooms, abundance of period features* 
outbuilding and double garage, EPC=Exempt 

Guide £395,000 


New Instruction 



New Instruction 


Talk to us today 

Sam Roberts 

Negotiator 
01295 228004 
s ro bert s @ sa V i ] J s .com 

savills.co.uk 

what can we do for you? 


savills 



Sophie Gannon 

Associate 

01295 2280 09 

sgannon@isavIlls.com 














































Your Dream 

kitchen starts here 


Insist on the original 'top that fits on top'. 


You can have the kitchen you've always dreamed of v^^ithout the nightmare of vyeeks of 


disruption and mess. Our quartz, granite, porcelain and glass worktops are custom-made 
in our own workshops before being expertly fitted on top of your existing surface 
by our own craftsmen, transforming your kitchen completely in as little as one day. 



Start at the top 

Our worktops are just the 
beginning. With over 30 colours 
to choose from, there's a style 
to suit every look from Country 
Kitchen to Scandinavian Chic. Add 
splashbacks, replacement doors, 
mosaics and flooring to match and 
your dream has come true! 


Tough and beautiful 

Our high performance 
materials are heat, stain 
and scratch resistant 
and come with an 
industry-leading 
lifetime warranty. 


Worktops, splashbacks, doors, 
floors, appliances and accessories 
High perforinance, low maintenance 
No demolition - less waste, less mess, 
less disruption 
Installed in as little as 1 day 
Local business, global reputation 
Kitchens, bathrooms and more 


Banbury: 

Units, Swan Industrial Estate, 
Gatteridge St Banbury, 0X16 5DH 
gran itetra n sformati on s .co. u k/ba n b u ry 


01295 515 880 


Hatton: 

Hatton Shopping Village 

Dark Lane, Hatton, WarwickCV35 8XA 

granitetransformationsxo.uk/hatton 


01926 675 230 


Rugby: 

15 Regent Street 

Rugby CV21 2PE 

g ra n itet ra nsfo r m at io n s,co. u k/r ug by 


01788 297 852 



GRANITE 

transformations 

kitchen fcbatfiroom makeovers 


Soon to be 



















































HOMES AND INTERIORS 


fcoJavy /e/f: "Bijckmghom Pdace* and Abbey' 

'Qver^able cuihion^, Ground £J60 from Vintage Ctahiom 





s the weather gets better the 
days are brighter and spirits are 
generally high, it may be time 
to give a fresh summer feel to your 
home, wnfes Cafhy Black. 


Writing the 'Turn Back Time' feature 
this month, pastels are at the forefront 
of my mind. These muted colours 
can easily get overlooked for more 
favourable plain walls accompanied 
by one bold ‘feature’ wall. But do 
pastels really need to be muted and 
boring, or are there other ways we can 
incorporate them into our home which 
will look neither dated nor drab? 


Once strictly confined to the baby's 
nursery decor, pastels have come a 
long way from being the juvenile hues 
of choice to being a perfect setting for 
sophisticated, grown-up spaces too. 

Pick one piece; For a simple update, 
pick one piece in your home that 
needs a refresh and incorporate a 
pastel version. If you're in the market 
fora new sofa, try a serene blue tone. 
It’s neutral enough that it doesn't feel 
overly trendy and will last you through 
the years. 

Postel boudoir: A bedroom may be the 
perfect place to try out some pastel 
tones as they often create a soothing 
and relaxed environment in which to 
enjoy. 

Three Is the magic number; Making 
a statement with multiples is an 
easy way to play with pastels. Find 
a tone that suits your style and bring 
it into your home. 

Perhaps re-paint 
tired dining chairs 
in pastel tones. Or 
group three pastel 
items together for a 
sophisticated focal 
point in your room - 
why not try candles 
or photo frames in 
clusters of three. 






Odd number 
groupings of items 
are particularly pleasing to 
the eye. 

Cover your cabinets: Why not revamp 
your kitchen units with a fresh coat of 
pastel blue. This colour is perfect for 
the place where you prepare your cup 
of morning coffee; it Is both peaceful 
and calming. 

Brave o big statement: you needn’t 
paint every wait of your room in pastel. 
Why not choose one statement piece 
- perhops create a large, geometric 
work of art using pastel tones and 
hong it pride of place in the centre of 
the wall. 

Stick with similar shades: Elaborate on 
shades of the same colour throughout 
your room. Pick up similar tones in all 
your soft textiles; curtains, rug and 
upholstery. 

Showcase ttirough contrast. A bright 
pastel will 
stand out 
against crisp 
whites and 
warm woods. 


Experiment with a striking turquoise in 
your kitchen. Add multiple bar stools 
for a fresh look. 

Dabble with a hint: Add In just one 

special piece. If you want a new 
celling light simply spray-paint your 
existing fixture in o fresh pastel yellow. 
This bright and cheery colour works 
particularly well in tighter spaces. 

Play with accessories: They're a low- 
cost Investment in cobur. Bring brilliant 
pastels Into your kitchen in the form of 
small appliances, tea towels and cake 
stands for example. 

Sneak it In: If you’re not quite ready to 
go big, try lightly sprinkling some pastels 
In your home. A set of stairs Is a sneaky 
spot to try out a quick update: perhaps 
on the up risers? 

Whether you are looking for pastel 
perfection or a simple pastel puff in 
your home, these hues do have many 
benefits. They are soft and 
soothing, varied, versatile, and 
they can be fairly neutral when 
necessary. 


Flower Bomb ^cenfed 
candie, £9.5Q: large 
vintage ad deco pede&tai 
silver plate with pink 
g/oss cake stand, 

£n3.4f, both 
from Ehy 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM' ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


HomePro 

_ InimrHiHaBi 




FENSA 

PROHLCSd 

u 



Registered Company 

% 




Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email info@banwin.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 
























































GARDENS AND COUNTRY 



Connecf with David: 
wwwAhepotfingihed,co. ufc 
f Ker@p ot^fn gsfi e d I 


wfh Dovfd Wi7f/ams 


It Is also a good idea to do the 
same with your favourite herbs, 
I hove several pots at different 
stages of growth so os the one 
pot goes over J have another 
one to repioce It. 


JULY IN THE GARDEN 

t's July and the sun should be 
shining, fingers crossed! Hopefully 
you ore making the most of the 
long, warm, sunny evenings. 

Remember these summer evenings 
are not just about getting more work 
done In the garden, but they also 
offer the opportunity to sit back and 
enjoy the fruits of your labours. 

One job that will need daily attention 
at the moment is watering. All those 
pots and hanging baskets that you 
have around the garden will need 
constant supplies. Even if It has rained 
there will probably not be enough 
water to sustain them, so make sure 
to keep watering. As you water 
your pots you wilt also wash out all 
the nutrients In the compost so it is 
a good Idea to give your pots and 
boskets a weekly feed. Use a liquid 
feed suitable for summer flowering 
plants: mix up In your watering can 
at the manufacturer's rate and water 
the containers well. 

Bearded Iris can be divided this 
month: cut them back to about 12cm 
(4"), lift with a fork, keep the young 
rhizomes on the outside and compost 
the old, inner rhizomes. Also dig in 
some compost and a bit of grit if they 
are on heavy soil, replant with the top 
of the rhizomes sticking out on top of 
the soil so they can bake In the sun. 
This will help increase flowering later. 

Now is also a good time to take 
cuttings of tender perennials. Select 
young non-flowering shoots 6-9cm (2- 


3"] long, cut them back to a teat joint 
and remove alt the leaves that will be 
under the compost as they will rot. 
Depending on the size of the leaf you 
may need to cut the leaves In half to 
prevent water loss. Place In a good 
free draining compost, then cover 
with a plastic bag as this will provide 
a good, humid environment for the 
cuttings to take root. Place in a warm 
place, but out of direct sunlight. 



The vegetable garden should be 
bulging with produce at the moment. 
It is Important to keep on picking, 
especially beans. The more you pick, 
the more beans you will get. If you 
let them go to seed they will stop 
producing beans. 

Courgettes are another crop that 
keeps on the more you harvest. They 
will oJso quickly turn into marrows if 
you don’t harvest regularly. 

Keep on sowing your salad crops so 
you get a constant supply - sow in 
small botches fortnightly. You can sow 
them directly into the ground but I 
like to sow them in a few pots as well, 
which I leave on the window sill so I 
never have to go far to get fresh salad. 


I love July in the fruit garden. 

AH that lovely, juicy fruit starts to 
swell and ripen. Soon the kids will 
be making daily visits to the garden 
to sneakily eat it when you are not 
bokingt However the local bird 
population are also keeping an 
eye on your fruit. So have your nets 
at the ready as you can lose your 
whole crop in one night if you are not 
careful! 

Be sure to cover them with a net 
before they start to ripen so the birds 
don’t get them before you do. 

We now need to start thinking 
about winter and spring colour as it 
is the ideal time to sow your winter 
flowering pansies, violas, beltis, forget 
me knots and wall flowers. 

Simply fill a tray with good quality 
seed compost, lightly firm and thinly 
sow the seeds and cover with a thin 
layer of compost. Water well and 
keep them moist until they have 
germinated. When targe enough 
prick out into small pots or a cell tray. 
Grow on until large enough and the 
pots are filled with roots. This is good 
practice for most seeds apart from 
wallflowers. 

Wallflowers prefer to be sown direct 
into the soil and then moved to their 
final growing site when they are large 
enough. Just scrape a drill about 
3cm [ i *'] deep and sow thinly, cover 
and firm slightly. Water well and keep 
them moist. When large enough thin 
to 16’-I9cm (5-6") apart grow on until 
targe enough to transfer to their final 
growing position. 
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Step into Summer 

with the garden lovers’ garden centre 


C30Gr3Ota?(teGQ lltoRastjOs© 

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 


A traditional garden centre that focirses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts 


AQUATIC 

PLANTS 


HANGING 

BASKETS 


PATIO 

PLANTS 


TEDDY BEAR LOVERS! 

See our extensive range of bears on 
display, including collectables and 
cuddly companions 




on A423 Southam Road 
nr Farnborough 
Banbury 0X17 1 EL 
01295 690479 


Open SIX days a week- 
Tues-Sat: 9am-5.30pm 
Sun:10.30am-4.30pm 
Open bank holiday Mondays 


A world of 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN 
WON’T COST THE EARTH 



Rammed by a ram and in need of medical 
mending, George fenemore soldiers on with a iitfte 
help from the under-farmer... 


s I sit and 

con tern plate nny July 
offering, the oil seed 
rape Is In full pod and the 
wheat In full ear. 

With any luck by the time 
the August issue hits the 
door mat the ^Green 
Goddess' will be strutting 
her stuff even If I'm not In 
the cockpit, os my Rom 
battered knee has been 
fast tracked to Oxford. 
However, os yet I hove not 
been told just how fast the 
fast track is... but the clock 
Is ticking in more ways than 
one! 

It is a rather daunting 
thought that the coming 
harvest may well be our 
lost in the EU and the crops 
we plant in the autumn 
will have an uncertain 
marketing future post 
armageddonl 

We have had probably 
one of the best lambing 
seasons for some years, but 
again the lambs thot we 
sell after the middle of next 


March will come under 
the new arrangements - 
whatever they are? 

With eight months to go 
we still have no prospect 
of an agreement with 
the EU and little Idea as 
to the shape of the new 
agriculturol policy, with the 
main protagonists more 
interested in promoting 
their own leadership 
attributes than getting on 
with the Job the country 
has charged them with. 
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carious founfoins oi fhB RhS CJieJsea Flower Show' 



It seems as If the Hay 
festival has been adopted 
as a convenient soap box 
for the mandarins of DEFRA. 
They seem set on creating 
any number of extra 
national parks and AONBs 
[areas of outstanding 
Natural beauty) with all of 
those who live and work 
within them ham strung 
with extra regulations. 

At the moment there is 
an ongoing consultation 
about creating a Cotswold 
national park. What these 
environmental zealots need 
to appreciate Is that all 
landscapes In this country 
were made by man grazing 
his livestock and growing 
crops to feed the nation. 

As the Executive Ed/for of 
the Farmers Weekly put It In 
his lead article a few weeks 
ago, 'Nahono/ Porks attract 
day trippers: "Peop/e in 
seorch ot a vJew, a too and 
a brew*\ They contrfbufe 
iitfto to the rurat economy, 
but bring more trofffc and 
iitter and more dogs to 
worry livestock.' Per hops 
he should have gone on 
to say that by restricting 
the farming element in 
the Cotswolds all you will 
end up with (as is already 
happening in some areas 
of the Lake District) is 
brocken and scrub. 

Another of our great 
summer events, the 
Chelsea Flower Show has 
also provided a soap 
box for Mr Gove, with 
his plans to ban wood 


burning stoves, along with 
many other every day 
commodities including 
“organic” agriculturai 
fertilisers, (farm yord 
manure)! 

What DEFRAYS green 
mandarin’s speech writer 
omitted to say was that alt 
of their preferred organic 
production systems are 
reliant on farm yard 
muck and the grazing of 
livestock. 

national parks 
attract day 
trippors: “pooplo in 
search of a view, 
a loo and a brew” 

Mr Gove’s stotement 
evoked many column 
Inches in the national press, 
with some commentotors 
claiming that man’s 
“Invention” and use of fire 
was the start of today's air 
pollution problems, tt seems 
that my wood burner is 
responsible for 38% of alt 
“parflcular" air pollutionl 
Another environmental 
editor commented that 
agriculture is responsible 
for 88% of all air pollution, 
but omitted to say that 
agriculture in all Its forms 
was also responsible for 
producing 100% of our dally 
food needs! 

I have always used wood 
as a fuel and have had a 
wood burner for 50 years or 
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SO with the wood coming 
from the land I form - and 
will continue to do so. There 
Is nothing like a good dry 
thorn log fire offer a cold 
day on the farm. Perhops 
these environmental editors 
should remember that 
all their print inches are 
stamped on paper made 
from wood ond are used to 
light my log fire! 

Every field on the farm 
IS surrounded by a 
hedgerow and under 
present regulations, if 
I wanted to remove or 
realign o hedge I would 
need ptonning permission. 
Over the lost year the RPA 
(Rural Payments Agency) 
have remapped all the 
farm land In this country 
to include all hedgerows. 
Our hedgerows are rather 
spectacular and have 
been allowed to grow 
up to provide wildlife 
habitat and Include some 
400 hedgerow trees all 
providing forage for the 
bees and other insects. In 
their latest debacle the 
RPA, a DEFRA quango, 
have lost some 60 % of our 
hedgerow! So, as these 
hedges are now officially 


non-existent, do I need 
planning permission to 
coppice them off to feed 
my wood burner?! 

The assistant shepherd has 
now left school and is on 
the farm for the summer. 

He will soon be going to Ag 
collage In the autumn with 
grandma baking to keep 
the cake tin well stocked. 
So again the clock is 
ticking, but this time it’s 
for me, as I get relegated 
to the position of the go 
for and stand in steering 
wheel attendant. That Is, 
providing the tractor I am 
allocated has a geor stick 
and leavers and not one 
of these “push button” 
auto guidance thing. 

As I have now reached 
my three score and ten 
plus and spent the last 
sixty years being beaten 
up by ovine’s [sheep) 
bovines [cattle) and 
thrown off equines [horses] 

I am perfectly happy to 
be superseded by the 
younger generation, 1 just 
hope that Mr Gove and 
the green brigade will 
allow him to get on with his 
chosen career. 

Ho Hum. • 
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a wide variety of gardens 
inctudfng kitchen gardens, 
o cottage garden, 
gravel areas and tropical 
gardens. The range of 
plants includes alpines, 
herbaceous, perennials, 
roses, climbers and shrubs. 
The gardens are along 
the moln road through 
the village which is up a 
relatively steep hilL 



AVON DASSETT GARDENS 

Sot/fham, CV47 2Ae. 1ST 
July, Ipm-Spm (above) 

This is a pretty Hornton 
stone village sheltering 
in the Burton Dassett hills. 

It is welt wooded with a 
parkland setting and The 


4 



BURMINGTON GRANGE 

Chermgtorr, Shipsfon-on- 
Sfour CV36 SHI 1st July, 
2pm~6pm (above) 


Old Rectory Is mentioned This is an Interesting garden 

in Domesday Book. There Is set In the rolling hills of 


the North Cotswolds with 
wonderful views over 
unspoilt countryside. The 
garden is well developed 
considering It was planted 
15 years ago. There's a 
small vegetable garden, 
a beautiful sunken rose 
garden with herbaceous 
and shrub borders, orchard 
and tree walk with unusual 
specimens. 



SNITTERFIELD GARDENS 

Strotford-upon-Avon CV37 
OQA, Isf Jufy, Ipm-Spm 
fabove) 

Eight gardens will open for 
the first time for the NGS, 
offering a wide variety 
of sizes, styles, aspects, 
features and specialities. 
There is a quiet courtyard 


with tinkling wo ter, a 
ha-ha, woodland walks 
with majestic trees and 
far-reaching views. There 
are also borders to brood 
over, pristine perennials, 
islond bed ideas, grand 
gravel gardens and secret 
paths. Vibrant vegetables, 
whimsical wild flowers and 
peaceful ponds and even 
donkeys and peacocks 
await you in these lovely 
gardens. 



RAVENSTHORPE GARDENS 

Rovensfborpe NN6 8ES, 

Bfh July, L30pm-S.30prr\ 
(above) 

This attractive village in 
Northamptonshire uplands 
Is near to Ravensthorpe 
reservoir and Top Ardles 
Wood Woodland Trust, 
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E & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 


®Husqvama 



- \ S. , 


STiffL 

Cordless products 




” ■ V 
.% * 


>r '.V, * 




Prices 
Start From 

£99 



/ Uthium^l onJ 



Husqvarna Automower Range 

ASPEN 

t ' 

£3 £12 


Aspen Alkylate Petrol 
Follow us on 



STOVAX 



Stovax Traditional St Contemporary Stoves 


CALOR 


calo^* 






Cafor Gas iVlorris Oils 
[Collection Only) & lubricants 


FIR TREE FARM, WARMIN6T0N, BANBURY 0X17 1JL .TEL: 01295 211790 . MON-FRI 8AM-5PM . SAT: 8.30AM-2PM * WWWJNPILE.CO.UK 
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which have bird watching 
and picnic opportunities. 
The established and 
developing gardens are 
set in beautiful countryside 
and disply a wide range of 
plants, many of which are 
available from the nursery. 

WADHAM COLLEGE 

f^arks Road. Oxford OX I 
3PK Bfh Joiy, 2ftm-Spfrt 
(above) 

Five acres of gardens, best 
known for trees, spring 
bulbs and mixed borders. 

In FeWows' main garden, 
you'll find fine ginkgo and 
magnolia acuminata and 


bamboo 
plantation: 
the flack 
Qirodf'ang/e 
features very 
large Tllla 
tomentosa 
‘Petiolaris': 
A4a//am 
Courf Is 
a white 
scented 
garden: the 
warden's 
garden has an oncient 
tulip tree: in Peiiows' private 
garden, see the civil war 
embankment with period 
fruit tree cuttivars, recently 
established shrubbery with 
unusual trees and ground 
cover amongst older 
plantings. 

HADDONSTONE SHOW 
GARDENS 

The forge House, East 
Haddon NN6 ADA, Mf/i July, 
1 lam-Spm fobove right) 

See classic Haddonstone 
garden ornaments In the 
beautiful setting of the 
walled manor gardens 




Free Delivery 


2 Year Warranty 




FAROL 

LIMITED 


Rycote Lane Farm, Milton 
CcKTimon, Oxon, 0X9 2NZ 

Tel: 01844 278843 


Boddin^ian Rd, Byfiekl. 
N'hamptonshlre. NN11 6FL 

Te): 01327 204344 


f Facehook.com/FarolLtd a lnstagram.com/FarolLtd * Twittercom/FartsILtd 


Prices mo. VAT. Whir slncla lad. ££.□€. 


John Deere Z540R 


Zero Turn lawnmower 


Quote code 
'Shireslfl' when 
enquiring to get 
this special pricel 


Twin stick direction control 
25 - lOZmm cutting height 
48" high capacity deck 



including planters, 
fountains, statues, bird 
baths, sundials, balustrades 
and follies. The garden 
Is on different levels with 
roses, clematis, climbers, 
herbaceous, ornamental 
flowers, topiary, specimen 
shrubs and trees. New 
additions: designs from Sir 
John Soane's Museum and 
busts of Capability Brown 
and Repton. 



BROUGHTON GRANGE 

Wykham La^e, Broughfon 
0X15 5DS, r5tb Ju/y, ?0om- 
5pm fobovej 

An impressive 25 acres 
of gardens and light 
woodland in an attractive 
Oxfordshire setting. The 
centrepiece is a large 
terraced walled garden 
created by Tom Stuart- 
Smith in 2001. Good early 
displays of bulbs followed 
by outstanding herbaceous 
planting in summer. 

Formal and informal areas 


combine to moke this a 
special site Including newly 
laid arboretum with many 
ongoing projects. 



LONG BUCKBY GARDENS 

NoHbompfon NN6 7RE. 

22r)d July, fpm-flpm 
fobovej 

Ten gardens in the historic 
villages of Long Buckby 
and Long Buckby Wharf. 
Varying in size and style, 
from courtyard and canal 
side to cottage garden, 
some are established 
and others evolving. They 
include water features, 
pergolas, garden structures, 
chickens and pigs, but 
the stars are definitely 
the plants. Bursting with 
colour, visitors will find old 
favourites and the unusual, 
used In a variety of ways; 
trees, shrubs, perennials, 
climbers, annuals, fruit and 
vegetables. Our award¬ 
winning local museum wili 
also be open. Of course 
there will be teas and 
plants for sole to complete 
the visit. 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 





Shenington Airfield Tel: 01295-680711 

Ryan Hall Tel 07860 742701 h av rcR 

www.brucehopkins.co.uk 
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he Blandfard 
Fly (Simulliiin 
posticotum}, or river 
block fly Is o sincilL 
humpbocked biting Insect 
of obout 2-5mmp which 
files close fo the ground, 
feeding on the blood of 
people ond livestock 
during the months of Moy, 
June and sometimes July. 
It breeds oround areas 
of running water, rivers, 
ponds and streams, and 
In fact their presence 
usually Indicates a clean, 
healthy waterway or 
pond, since they cannot 
tolerate pollution. Like 
mosquitoes. It Is only the 
temate fly which feeds on 
blood. As she feeds, she 
Injects venom into the 
victim, which acfs as an 
anti-coagulant. Following 
feeding she then lays her 
eggs either In vegetation 
or In streams or on the 
surface of water. When 


the eggs hatch, the larvae 
attach themselves to 
rocks, leaves or gross, 
feeding by filtering 
nutrients from the water, 
sometimes growing up fo 
10mm. The larvae pupate 
under water within two fo 
three weeks, then a few 
days later, the adults float 
to the surface In an air 
bubble and emerge as a 
flying adult. In search of 
the first bloody meal of Its 
three week lifespan! 

Black fly attacks are 
more prevalent in outdoor 
shaded or partially shaded 
areas between the hours 
of f am-11am and 4pm- 
7pm in the afternoon or 
evening, and are more 
likely to occur on humid, 
cloudy days, or Just before 
a storm. Unlike mosquitoes, 
they do not bite indoors 
or late at night. Some 
have been known to fly 



seven to ten miles from the 
breeding site In search of a 
warm blooded meal. Dark 
clothing attracts black 
files, so it Is Important to 
wear light colours like 
yellow, orange or light 
blue. The files have a 
tendency to crawl up 
sleeves and under socks 
and trousers, so It is a 
good Idea to use chemical 
repellent around the wrists, 
ankles and belt line. They 
are attracted to mammals 
by the carbon dioxide 
and moisture in exhaled 
breath, convection 
currents, perspiration, 
perfumes and toiletries. 

Should one of them actually 
penetrate your defence 
systems and give you a nip, 
the symptoms could present 
themselves with Intense 
Itching, bleeding, soreness 
and local swelling, which 
usually lasts about ten days. 




The unfortunate few may 
have an allergic reaction 
to the bite, with rare cases 
of hospitalisation and 
even death from toxaemia 
or anaphylactic shock 
reported in the United States. 

The bites are basically 
untreatable, although 
some people gain light 
relief from administering 
a hot compression to 
the wounds, or by taking 
antihistamine to alleviate 
the Itching. 

Since the early t960s, 
the River Stour in the 
Blandford area of Dorset 
has experienced heavy 
Infestations of the black 
fly, with thousands of 
cases reported fo local 
healfh centres in the 1?70s 
and t930s. The location 
of the attacks led to the 
re-naming of the black fly 
to the Blandford Fly In the 
south of England. 
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H aving seen his home 
flood badly in 2007, 
Newbold on Sfour's 
Len Grey was happy to 
volunteer to help set up the 
Shipston Area Flood Action 
Group (SAFAG) following a 
meeting with the Notional 
Flood Forum -o UK charity. 

'The ob/ectrVe of the group 
fond that of the flood 
forumj is fo encourage 
those vulnerabie fo 
ftoodfng fo orgonrse and 
acf 05 o pres5ure group fo 
^e^p reduce ffre incidents 
of flooding/' said Len. 


iioniiG 


AFTEI SIIPSTIN 


The Shipston area group 
was formed in 2014 
following the devastating 
floods that hit the 
Warwickshire town and 
nearby hamlets, which, in 
2007 left 130 homes and 
businesses under water. 
Further flooding in following 
years, whilst not quite so 
damaging also saw major 
disruption. 

■'We are trying to reduce 
flood risk in SMp5fon and 
the surrounding vUiages 
by using nofuro/ ftood 
monogemenf measures." 
said Len. 

These natural measures can 
include the construction 
of 'bunds', leaky wooden 
dams and the use of 
fallen trees In the hills of 
the upper catchment 
to delay heavy rainfall 
entering the watercourses 
that eventually feed the 
moin river. Compared with 
hard engineering solutions 
such as concrete dam 
construction, the use of 
natural resources costs just 
i 0% of the former. 


The Shipston group has 
undertaken a great 
deal of research whilst 
looking in to ways of 
reducing the flood risk 
visiting other natural flood 
management initiatives 
in Gloucestershire, 
Northumbria and Yorkshire. 

"Mony of ffie srfes we 
visited were on government 
owned fond, such os 
Forestry Commission. Here 
in Warwickshire we thought 
we mfghf hove problems 
convmcmg private 
landowners to fake part 
in our initiative, but iand 
owners have been very 
posfh've. for instance, we 
hove over f 70/nsfaWofions 
on Knee Brook near 
Chipping Campden. Over 
35% of the wafer that runs 
info fhe S/our comes from 
here." 

The causes of the flooding 
are debateable. 

“ft cou/d be to do with 
gioboi worming," said 


Len "or the fact fhof the 
Wcforian drainage systems 
con't cope wifh the 
increased bui/ding thof hos 
token pfoce. As a group we 
hove approoched property 
developers. Legaify, they 
mustn't exacerbate flood 
risk and they've been very 
positive in seeking woys 
to improve the previous 
position, which can invo/ve 
the use of permeobie 
maferiafs on driveways. 


tree planting schemes 
ond droinoge systems. 

They hove o/so been very 
generous in sponsoring 
the ongoing work of the 
SAFAG." 

For those of you who 
would like to find out more 
regarding flooding Issues, 
or if you'd like to find out 
more about the work of the 
SAFAG visit their website 
WWW. shipston floodaction. 
org.uk • 
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RIVERSIDE FESTIVAL 

Charibury, Oxfordshire, 28fh July 
(12pm-l0pm and 29th Juiy (I lom- 
8pm} 

This family-fnendly music festival in 
an idyllic riverside setting offers more 
than 40 acts playing across four 
stages. There will be rock, indie, jozz. 
and folk on the main two stages and 
all sorts on the Riverside Fringe ond 
Buskers stages! 

The festival is held on the beautiful 
banks of the River Evenlode and has 




know a magic trick or two, excel at stiltwalking, 
have acrobatic tendencies or Just enjoy clowning 
around, they'd like to hear from you femail: 
admin@riversidefestivai.charlbury.com) 

For those with a musical talent, take a turn on 
the Buskers’ Stage in the Tea and Cakes Tent. No 
prebooking required; just turn up and have a go. 


Saturday 2B July 

Sunday 29 July 

The Standard 

2 Tone All Skas 

Zurich 

The August List 

Candy Soys 

Speedbuggy USA 

Earlnade 

Wonderland 

Foctory Lights 

Mighty Redox 

Catgod 

Knights of Mentis 

Starlings 

Von Braun 


grown year on year since it began life 
23 years ago, attracting thousands 
of music lovers of alt ages. Riverside is 

also still completely free to enter. 

This year, Chor/bury Riverside fesfivai 
is bigglng up the Big Top, marking 
the 250 anniversary of the world’s 
first circus. Back in 1 768, in a bid to 
attract a larger audience to his daring 
riding displays, equestrian impresario 
Philip Astley drew a ring on a patch of 
waste ground In London's Waterloo, 
and filled It with a series of quirky acts. 
In addition to his bareback riders, 
there were clowns, jugglers, acrobots, 
and other novelties. 

There will be a cornucopia of 
wonderful musical acts and family 
fun. They're also hoping to attract 
a host of folk with circus skills, so 
if you’re a dab hand at juggling. 
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NOCTURNE LIVE 2018 

Gary fiariow, Niie Rogers and Chic, 

Sotr/ W Sou) and £/vfe Cos)e))o were Just 
a few of the famous names gractng 
the stage af Blenheim Palace last 
month as part of the fourth annual 
Nocturne L/ve event. 

Fair weather ensured the four day 
festival proved popular with the sell out 
crowd. 

The festival started with the superb N))e 
Rogers and Ch/c with special guests 

Sou/)/ Sou) followed by Noe/ GoWogher 
and his band Hf'gh Hying Birds and the 
impressive Elvis Costello on Saturday 
night. 

Concluding the event with a 
sensational show was the ebullient 

Gory fior)ow. 

Since) Saw you Last, perfectly summed 
up the journey that Gary has taken 
over the years. It was funny, poignant 
and emotional. 

Rolling back the years to when it all 
started, the oudience sang along as 
he launched in to a medley of hits, 
some with added personal twists. 


He joked about his lack of folent on the 
dance floor, however his moves have, 
in fact, matured nicely over the years 
as he danced a few moves to Pray! 

The audience loved the showmanship 
when a lady member of the crowd 
was invited on stage to participate 
with A A4/VlJon Love Songs, a song he 
apparently wrote ot the tender age of 
15. The lady fan played the part well 
filming Gary on her phone even as she 
had him up close and personal! 

Gary finished the set with Never 
Forget raising the imaginary roof of 
the spectacular Great Court with the 
audience singing along. 

Concert goers confirmed 
it was another great 
success from fhe man 
who can do nothing 
wrong in many peoples' 
eyes. 


photos by dark tViseman 
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O ne coutd be forgiven for 

thinking that the new owner at 
The Maitsters in Badby. looks 
familiar, for you might have seen him 
on TV as the barman in Channel 4s 
Firsf Dates series, currently being aired. 

Merlin Griffiths has taken over the 
reins at The Maltsters pub in Badby 
between Banbury and Daventry after 
20 or so years working in hospitality in 
both London and around the world. 

"We have been here at The Maltsters 
for a year and o /lo/f now ond when 
we took over, the pub reaiiy needed 
a bit of TiC to brfng It back into a 
serviceabie condition, " said Merlin. 

It looks as though things are going welt 
now. 

"t'm p/eased to report that people in 
the countryside are both hungry and 
thfrsty," joked Merlin. 

As well os serving traditional bar meals 
at The Maltsters, the pub is offering 
something a bit different in the shape 
of vegan and vegetarian dishes - 
these are held every month. 

"We recently started a fuii vegon night 
with both refined sugor ond gluten 
free dishes/' he said. “It was a sell-out 
- a roaring success/' 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
customer favourites include beef 
Wellington and nachos. Although, 
whilst [ was there, customers aiso 
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commented on the chocolate 
brownies, the handmade chips and 
the dauphinoise potatoes. 

Naturally enough there is a good 
range of cockfaits and a sizeable 
array of spirits, especially gin and rum 
to sample at The Maltsers. 

“When i worked m the t/,S. one could 
go into a bar and order the equivalent 
of a pint of lager and, alongside this, a 
good cocktofL They weren't mutually 
exclusive, " said Merlin. 

“Our specfollty here fs the porn star 
marf/nf'l My girlfriend and portner 
luc/Te worked with Douglas Ankrah at 
the originai bar where they created 

itr 

Moving to the Four Sh/res following his 
time in London wasn't quite as alien 
as it might be for Merlin. 

“f used to spend most of my summers 
fn the four Shires neor Catborpe at 
my aunt and uncles* We would go 
fruit picking, ond play in the fields. 




Anyhow, I can be bock in London 
with a train from tong Buckby in an 
hour ond o guorter - it takes thot long 
to cross from zone I to zone 3 in the 
cityf" 

Merlin has started to make 
improvements at The Maltsters with 
the creation of a function room and 
he Is looking at planning permission to 
open up another pub building with a 
view to opening a village shop. 

Whilst the pub has a history that can 
be traced back to 1772, we doubt 
very much that the landlord at the 
time was serving cocktailsl Time 
marches on however and if you are 
in the area, pop in for a bile to eat 
and sample one of Merlin’s delicious 
concoctions, they are sure to be 
something worth talking about. • 

from fop left: Merlin Griffiths outside the 
bar in Badby; Ir? the bar of The Maltsters: 
with the deeds of the pub - first menfion in 
] 772: Merlin In the funcfion room 
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The Bothy Vineyard, Oxfordshire's 
oldest vlneyord-wlnery Is 40 years old! 


To celebrate the grounds v^ere 
opened last nnonth with the vineyard 
at Its most photogenic. Visitors 
wandered In between Oxfordshire’s 
oldest vines and poths decorated 
with sculptures. They were treated to 
free tutored tastings of Bothy wines, 
with nibbles ond birthday cake. 


Besides turning 40, 
Bothy Vineyard has 
Just successfully 
bottled Its 2017 
Vintage. After 
several years of 
being hit by late 
frosts, the vines 
came through this 
cold winter and 
spring with virtually no frost damage. 


public will be invited to view and 
purchase the art just before harvest, 
when the vineyard is in full autumnal 
leaf and laden with fruit. Further 
Indoor sculptures will be on show in 
the working winery, giving visitors an 
opportunity to admire the artwork 
In between the fermentation tanks, 
barrels and press. The event is being 
held in aid of Wild Oxfordshire and 
the Heartstone Fund. 

Open daiiy 
Sfh-23rd September 
? fom-6pm 


fhe founder's foresight 
and extending the 
tradition of wine making 
in fhe Vo/e of tfte White 
Horse for mony more 
yeorsf” 


Members of the public are 
encouraged to bring their used corks 
to Bothy Vineyard which is one of 
the few used cork collection points 
in Oxfordshire. Besides using corks 
to stopper their own wines. Bothy 
is now collecting Its old used corks 
and passing them onto Recorked UK, 
a cork-recycling programme that 
then donates a penny for every cork 
collected to a local wildlife chorlty. 
Bothy Vineyard has always placed 
a huge emphasis on sustainable 
practices - recycling, re-using, energy 
conservation and wildlife protection. 



Sian Llwicki of Bothy Vineyard said 

"Whert the vineyard was ffrsf pJortfed 
in 197B, those were pioneering days* 
fn fhe eody yeors of fhe indusfry 
no one knew wiricfi grapes would 
do besf in our cfima/e and w/iaf 
the productivity woufd be /ike. The 
founders Dorothy and Roger fisher, 
however, found a site with 20 feet of 
sand, sfie/fered from ffie winds ond 
/n a re/ofive/y dry rain shadow, tt has 
nof always been eosy buf 40 years 
on we ore sfifi here ond producing 
exce//en/ wines* We ore ceiebrating 


This September Bothy Vineyard will www.sculptureinthevineyard.uk 
be graced with 200 
outdoor sculptures, 
produced by over 50 
professional artists as 
port of Sculpture In 
the Vineyard 2018. The 
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Brewer Charles 
Wells has launched 
its first 'Pizia, Pots & 

Pints' community* 
style pub concept 
at The Oxtord Blue - an Iconic pub in the Cowley 
Road area of Oxford. The pub has undergone an 
extensive refurbishment and will be staffed by a team 
of 14, featuring 8£ covers. 


PIZZA, POTS AND 
PINTS 


The Pizza, Pots & Pints concept offers a menu of 



freshly made pizzas and 
terracotta one-pot meals (plus 
a hearty Sunday roast thafs 
not-to-be-mlssed), all washed 
down with a selection of 
Charles Welts' beers. 



The Bell at Great Bourton 
has a new landlord and 
landlady. The Hooky pub is 
now under the stewardship 
of Rob and Jodie Gregory 
who used to manage 
The Killingworth Castle at 
Woodstock and set up the 
Yurt at Nicholsons in North 
Aston. 

Rob commented: *'We are looking 
forward to a good summer here in 
Great Bourton with the festivals coming 
up. 

Great Bourton used to be home to two 
pubs. The Bell and The Swan Inn, the 
Swon was converted to housing bock 
In the 1980s. 





The Cotswold Distillery near 
Shipston on Stour has surpassed 
Its £2 million crowd funding target 
secured from more than .500 
Investors. 


Cotswoid's Daniel Szor commented 
that the money will go towards a 
new visitor centre and raising their 
advertising profile. 


Those who invested In the compaign 
received a lifetime 10% discount 
N^hrough the Cotswoid's online shop. 





THERE’S MORE THAN 

JUST BEER HERE! 


EST. 


1S49 


BRCWERY 

4 




MONDAY - SATURDAY 

9.(X)aiii - B-OOpm 

SUNDAY 

lO.OOam-4.00pm 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL: 

Q1608 7303M 
EIMAIL 

BREWERy@H00KY.CD.UK 

ONLINE: 

WWW.HDDKr.CQ.UK/BCI0K 


Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 
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NAPTON CIDERY 






Napton Cldm h now 
Qvo1[abte for national 
delivery to the on- 
trade. SOOml and 
20L Bag In boxes... 
look out for it In 
supermarkets soon! 


THAME FESTIVAL 
BURSARY FOR LISA 

After maktng their 
way through a raft of 
applications Thame Food 
Festival organisers have 
announced that their 
very first bursary has been 
awarded to Adderbury's 
less' Brilliant Bakes. 

Set up by Lisa Hartwrlght 
in the middle of 201 7, 
the concept was initially 
built as a delicious 
sideline business selling 
to friends and family, 
but more recently Lisa 
has been venturing 
out Into the realms of 
artisan food markets. 
Priding herself on using 
local quality ingredients 
where possible, Lisa has 
gradually extended her 
range to Include various 
cookies, tray bakes, loaf 
cakes, cupcakes and 
larger cakes. 

The bursary includes 
£1,000 (which Lisa is gaing 
to spend on a catering 
oven), a free pitch at 
this year's Thame Food 
Festival event, a free page 
in the festival programme, 
plus PR and social media 
support for one year. On 
top of that, she 
Is going to 




be supported 
by high profile 
Food Festival 
Mentors who wilt 
be willing to help 
and encourage 
her over the 
year, using their 
many years 
of experience 
within the food 
and hospitality 
industry. 

These are: Adam 
Johnson, Head 
Development 
Chef for 
Raymond 
Blonc OBE, at 
Le Manolr aux 
Quat' Salsons 
Oxfordshire, 

Chris Wheeler, Executive 
Chef for Stoke Park In 
Buckinghamshire and 
Nick Downie, Head of 
Morketing for Stoke Park in 
Buckinghamshire 

When told of the news 
Lisa said, can'f quite 
believe it. iVs wonderfu! 
to have such a group of 
peopfe be/ieve in me 
and whof / make, ff's 
aiso with huge thanks to 
my portner Paul. Without 
his unwavering support 
I wouldn't be able to do 
this"' she continued, “i am 
a/ready thinking about 
new recipes fhot t would 
tike to share with the 
mentors to see what they 
think. There is even taik of 
us deveioping a specioi 
Thome Food Festival flake 
specificohy for the event 
in September, t con't 
waif/" 


Lotte Duncan Patron and 
Organiser of Thame Food 
Festival also said, “We 
were absolutely delighted 
with the response to our 
very first bursary and my 
goodness the competition 
was tough. There were 
some greot products from 
some amazing artisan 
producers, but we just 
had to make a decision. 
However, there was just 
something about Lisa and 
even more Importantly 
about her fabulous 
products that completely 
won all the Judges over. 

It will be a real delighf to 
support her over the next 
year and see her at the 
event in our especially 
dedicated Bursary Area, 
which will include some of 
the other applicants and 
finalists.'' 

pictured above: Paul 
Conlan and Lisa Hartwright 



DE VERE OXFORD 
THAMES CHEF NAMED 
AS UK COFFER SKILLET 
CHAMPION 

Oxford-based chef, 
Claudio Costea, has 
been named Senior 
Champion at the 
coveted UK Cooper 
Skillet competition, 
which took place at De 
Vere Oxford Thames 
recently. 

Claudio will now 
compete In the 
European Chapter 
Copper Skillet final, 
taking place In Lisbon 
on 6 October 2018 at the 
lACC Europe Knowledge 
Festival. 

Christian Fratieanu, also 
from De Vere Oxford 
Thames, placed as 
runner-up In the Junior 
competition. 


Following the news 
that Britain's carbon 
dioxide supply is under 
threat - which could 
impact on beers 
available this summer 
Tom Stainer, CAMRA’s 
Chief Communications 
Officer commented: 
“Beer drinkers concerned 
□bout the supply of beer 
this summer can rest 
easy. There are plenty of 
fantastic real ales, ciders 
and perries that will be 
completely unaffected 
by the impending 
shortage. Real ciders and 
perries are naturally still, 
making them a refreshing 
beverage choice In the 
summer heot." 
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Aflasfefc^jef judge 
Wi7/ram Sifwe/f and 
Towcesfer Food FesfWai 
organiser Crispirt Slee: 
2: Ayta AH and Becki 
Beechey of the Good 
Loaf; 3: Abby ond 
Honnob George from 
Abraxas Cooksbop: 
4: Matthew UHIstone of 
The Biscutterie: 
5: Cooking Indian food; 
6: Motiy Dunn. Jo Grobam 
and M/chefJe Cox of fhe 
lost Form butchery 




Foodies were treated to o feast fast month 
when the fifth Towcester Food Festival 
welcomed thousands of food lovers. The 
event hosted at Towcester racecourse 
featured exhibitors, cookery classes, live chef 
demos and street food caterers as well as live 
music, fun fair rides and wine and gin tasting 
sessions. 

At the 20i 7/20i8 food and drink awards 
Masterchef judge and Food festival patron 
William Sitwell commented: *Tbe prodocfs 
in this year's awards are fbe mosf excifmg 
yet. What they show is NorfbampfonsbiVe's 
producers are now not/usf creofmg worfd- 
cJass food ond dr/nfcs, but they are at the 
forefront of trend sefb'ng innovation.'' 
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7.’ John V^oughon 
and Beiinda Brown of 
SionyHeid Vineyard: 

8: Richard and 
Janice Susron of fhe 
Merrimen Brewer/ af 
tffchboroi/gh; ?: Athon 
and Jfofand Cox of 
Green K/^chei? Preserves 



10: Sorah McMf/fon and CoJfn fucker from bVhen ff’s ^cone Jf's Gorre; r 7: Ben 
Aveting of fhe Room ore Formshop; 12: Bilt and Flora Hulme of Fleur Fields 
vineyards: 13: Gary Brodshow of Nomm Ton fine foods; 14: Towcesfer girls* Zoe< 
fesso and Simone Goode* enjoying the sunshine 
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with magqie chaplin 


WitI you get edible fruit from your outdoor 
fig tree? If the winter is mild and the summer 
worm, yes, but although the free itself will 
survive the cold, in adverse conditions any 
formed fruit will rot and drop. If you don't get 
fruit, the leaves opparently contain enzymes 
that help to tenderise meat, so you can wrap 
your steak in fhem before grilling. 

Of course, if you don't mind having grey 
shrouded shapes looming in the garden 
during the cold dark months you can swothe 
your trees in protective fleece, or if you're 
really keen and hove the space you could 
give up the greenhouse to fig culture. 
Whatever method you choose, to get a good 
crop you’ll need to restrict the roots, so o 
pot is ideal, and figs are delicious but most 
people just grow them for their looks. 


from top: ftggy 
confections; unripe figs 
on the tree: growing f?gs 
fn o pof on the patio 


H ave you joined the fig fan 
club? The fig in oil its guises is 
very popular at the moment, 
or, as one might say. trending. Fig 
trees hove featured in many grand 
Four Shires gardens, both public 
and private, for several years, but 
recently they’ve been appearing 
in more modest surroundings. 

Many of us like to introduce a 
Mediterranean feet to our patios 
and nothing does it better than a fig tree in a 
big rustic pot. It has pale grey bark, attractive 
deeply lobed leaves and if you're lucky it'll 
produce fruit. 

The fg is not a true fruit buf is formed from 
a hollow-ended stem containing multiple 
flowers. You'll never see blossom on a fig 
tree, but this unusual feature adds to the 
plants attraction. The first figs to be grown in 
England were probably those imported by 
the last Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Cardinal Reginald Pole in the 16th century 

ond planted in the courtyord of 
Lambeth Palace. The Romans 
hod probably tried to raise 
them here but their efforts were 
almost certoinly defeated by 
the climate because there's no 
evidence they succeeded. 


A plant that was once only 
accessible to the welLto-do 
is now one that we can oil 
grow, although fig trees need 
o sheltered spot, preferably 
against o south-facing wall. The 
Brown Turkey variety which is 
the one most commonly sold 
in the UK. has gained the Royol 
Horticultural Society's Award of 
Garden Merit and very recently 
was recommended by Alan 
Titchmarsh as Waitrose's “Plant 
of the Week." You can buy them 
in store or online, as well as from 
many local garden centres. 


Brown Turkey figs have a purplish brown skin, 
a pate pink centre and are good to eat just 
as they are. They have a subtle semi-sweet 
taste that tends itself to blend in both sweet 
and sovoury dishes, and recipes for starters, 
salads and delicious puddings that include 
figs, abound online and in cookery books and 
magazines. 

Fresh figs don't travel welt, which is why they 
are commonly dried before tronsport. A dried 
fig is tasty in its own right but a world away 
from a fresh one. Until the late twentieth 
century one's acquaintance with the fig was 
largely limited to rather unappetising solid 
chewy blocks of dried figs, gooey-centred 
pastries called fig rolls, or the dreaded brown 
laxative jollop, Canfornio Syrup of Figs. What a 
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difference speedy and refrigerated transport 
makes! These days even if you don't grow 
your own, you con buy fresh figs from all 
the major supermarkets. Dried fig blocks, 
fig rolls and laxative syrup are, however, still 
available. 

There's more to fig trees than their looks. They 
were omong the first plants to be cultivated 
by humans and if true, this predates the 
domestication of grain crops such as wheat 
and barley and of beans and other legumes. 
Archaeological evidence suggests that in the 
Jordan Valley, ancient man was growing a 
type of fig os long ago as 9,400 years BC. 


igs havG a 

reputation for being 

■_> 

a health food 


Our ancestors used figs not only for food but 
also for their medicinal properties to treat a 
variety of ills, not Just as a laxative. In Ancient 
Greece the fruit was prescribed for coughs 
and laryngitis and In 17th century England 
Nicholas Culpepper in his famous herbal 
recommended sucking a dried fig to soothe a 
sore throat. He also recommended the leaves 
as a useful poultice for wounds and bruises, 
and the Irritant milky sap as a treatment for 
warts. Apparently figs and fig extracts were 
also used as a household remedy for kidney 
and bladder stones but on what medical 
basis Is unknown. Rumour hos it that In certain 
areas of the Arabic world fresh figs are 
considered to have aphrodisiac properties. 

Whether fresh, dried, tinned or made into 
jam, figs hove a reputation for being a health 



food, and In our diet conscious age it's useful 
to know that they're a good source, not only 
of dietary fibre, but also of vitamins B, C and K 
and several important minerals. 

Today there are hundreds of varieties of fig, 
but the commonest culinary ones are the 
Calymyrna (or Smyrna) fig, the Kadota fig and 
the Brown Turkey fig. The fresh figs available In 
the UK are likely to be Brown Turkey ftgs, the 
same variety you might grow in your garden. 

If you like the delicious pale green tinned 
ones, those will be Kadota figs, and the most 
common dried variety is the Collmyrna or 
Smyrna. These ore still sold In oblong blocks 
and in the more visually appealing ‘'wheels", 
but supermarkets often sell their own brands 
partially rehydrafed. These don't keep as 
well, but being plump and moist are more 
appetising. »> 


obove; fig leaver 

beiow, from left: figs, 
v^hoJe and cut m hoff fo 
reveai ifie flesh: flggy 
bread and jam; dried 
flgs, ready fo eaf 
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from fop: a row of fig 
frees; a green rfpenfng 
frg and pink frg Hower^ 


The worEd fig market is now big business. In 
2016 world production of raw figs was over 
a million tones - the largest producers being 
Turkey, Egypt and Algeria. Not all of this 

output serves the 
food market. There’s 
a mind-boggling 
range of other fig 
related products you 
can buy. There are. 
of course, various fig 
confections such os 
chocolate coated 
figs and energy bars, 
and you con get 
bread or crisp bread 
as welt os yoghurt 
and other desserts 
that include figs. 

There are celebrity 
branded fig-bosed 
marinades and 
glazes available too, 
but perhaps what’s 
more surprising is the 
range of non-food 
goods that claim 
to be enhanced by 
their fig or fig leaf 
content. 

The choice of fig infused candles and diffusers 
seems limitless and washing-up liquid, room 
sprays and a plethora of cosmetics are 
available too. A high class organic form shop 
in the Four Shires has it own Natural Fig Leaf" 
range of body washes and lotions, the benefit 
of which is presumably meant to come 
from the enzymes the fig leaves contain, 
because in no way can they be described as 
aromatic. 

And what about the fig leaf’s other claim to 
fame - to be labelled for ever as a not-very- 
efficient method of hiding some embarrassing 
or distasteful act or object? Adam and Eve 
were supposed to have used fig leaves 
as a hasty cover-up when they became 
inordinately shy after eating the wrong sort of 
fruit, so fig leoves have acquired a symbolism 
over the centuries, particularly in the world of 
art. 

In Ancient Greek and Roman art male 
nudity was common, but nakedness was 
considered offensive to later cultures, and fig 
or other leaves were often added to classical 
sculptures and paintings in the name of 
propriety. When social views changed again 
this modesty foliage was often removed, 
sometimes damaging the original artwork. 

During the Renaissance, heroic figures were 
once again portrayed unclothed. A classic 
example is Michaelangelo's David, but 
his nudity offended the Victorians. Queen 


86 




FOUR SIIIRES JULY ^018 


Victoria was presented with a plaster cast 
of the famous statue, but was opparently 
shocked by his appearance, so a plaster 
fig leaf was made to hang on strategically 
placed hooks whenever a royal visit was 
expected. David now stands proud in the 
V&A with his fig leaf housed seporately in its 
own case on the back of his plinth. 

The fig and the fig tree have occupied a 
prominent place in history for thousands of 
years and are still popular today. The plant 
is attractive and versatile with many useful 
properties, although the leaves are now 
valued more for their chemical composition 
than their potential for camouflage and the 
fruit is nutritious with many dietary benefits - if 
only Adam and Eve had just stuck to eating 
figs! • 






FiG AND ALMOND 


TART 


Whof you7f need: 


50Og pack 
shortcfust pastry 
8 ripe figs 
Zest and Juice of a 
large orange 

1 tbsp clear honey 
2Q0g softened 
butter 

200g caster sugar 
20Og packet of 
ground almonds 

2 egg yolks 


Whof to do: 


'^‘■"'^heaf the oven to 
iSO'^C. Roll out the 
pastry on a lightly 
floured surface and 
use to line a 25cm 
shallow loose- 
bottomed flan/ 
quiche tin with the 
overlapping 
n slightly. Chill 
. minutes. 


Cut the figs in half 
lengthways and sit 
them cut side up 
on a roasting tray. 


Mix the orange 
juice and honey 
together and pour 
over the figs, Roast 
for 10 minutes, or 
until just soft. Drain 
remaining 
Juice and reserve. 

Cream butter and 
sugar until smooth. 
Add the ground 
almonds and zest 
and combine, then 
add the egg yolks 
and 1 tbsp of the 
reserved fig Juice. 
Mix well and pread 
over the pastry 
case. 


Press the figs, cut 
side up, into the 
almond mixture. 
Bake for 45 minutes, 
or until it’s golden 
all over with a 
gooey centre. 


Simmer any left¬ 
over juice for a 
minute until it's 
syrupy. Brush over 
the figs and serve 
os soon as possible. 
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PKTORES 
FiM m PAST 


All our pictures from the past this month 
date from the late ^960% and they all have a 
motoring connection. 

Can you identify the famous racing driver 
opening a garage in Middleton Road in the 
60s - who IS the dapper gentleman pictured 
cutting the tape? 



The motor vehicle pictured (left] is an NSU Ro80 
famous for the fact that it was powered by 
a rotary enginel 
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LOOKING BACK 


r 



The ptcfuras of a truck, above, 
carrying heavy duty Iron work was 
Involved in the construction of the 
fly-over at Bodlcote on the main 
banbury to Oxford Road 

The garage in Broad Street, left. In 
Banbury, below. Is now a pet store 


left and above: Line painting can 
be seen - with little regard for 
[ health and safety. One suspects 
^ such a job today would Involve 
closing the road for a week or twol 
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LOOKING BACK 



These pictures date from 1967 and show the Installation of a 
massive drain In Warwick Road In Banbury. We think this drain was 
Installed following the devastating floods that occurred a few years 
previously. 
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THEATRE 


words by bruce cox 
pictures by tristrair kenton 
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O ne of the many things that I 
enjoy about Shakespeare's 
plays is that so many of 
them con be presented 
to the pubdc in so many different 
ways and yet still feet entertaining, 
relevant and believable. That fact 
was emphasised far me back In May 
when I saw two very different shades 
of the Shakespeare spectrum within 
two days. 

The first was the Royal Shakespeore 
Company's modern dress 
production at Stratford of fhe dark 
and bloody tragedy, Alocbeth. it's 
a ptay famous for the bloodlust 


and eventual madness of its 
central characters, the mediaeval 
Scottish King Macbeth and his 
scheming, ambitious wife and 
Christopher Eccleston in the title 
rote and dressed In police riot gear, 
dominated the stage. 

The second was madness of an 
entirely different order, via Lyric 
Hammersmith and Filter Theatre's 
riotous re-interpretation of one of 
Shakespeore’s best-loved plays, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, at the 
Oxford Playhouse. This is one of 
Shakespeare’s most fun plays, with 
the madness being surreal rather 
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than murderous and packed 
full of mischievous fairies, 
mofchmoking gone awry and 
music aplenty. This production 
took oil that fun and threw in 
stand-up comedy, live rock 
music and superheroes for 
good measure. 

It was originally staged in this 
form In 2012 and was revived 
by the Lyric In 2016. Since 
then if hos toured across the 
world, to rave reviews...and 
you can add mine to that 
llstl As the Playhouse press 
release aptly pointed out, 
the unique and Irreverent 
twist to this classic tale of 
young lovers and warring 
fairies makes it fhe ideal 
show for either Shakespeare 
novices or die-hard fans, and 
is the perfect Introduction to 
Shakespeare for teenagers. 

I can vouch for that as I attended 
a matinee performance with the 
theatre packed by coachloads 
of schootkids and their obvious 
enjoyment and enthusiastic 
involvement throughout was one of 


the things thatmade the afternoon 
such fun for me and the other grey¬ 
haired geezers in the audience. 

To try and put into words all of the 
goings on is beyond both the time 


I have and the space avoilobie to 
me - so, on fhe basis that a picture 
Is allegedly worth a thousand words 
anyway, I will let the pictures tell the 
story! • 
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— 

SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP ENDS 


The local government review in Northamptonshire 
has required the leader and the administratian of 
Cherwell District Council to reflect upon its future 
and consider what is best for Its residents. As a 
result they are now formally ending their eight-year 
successful partnership with South Northamptonshire. 

South Northamptonshire Council has said It fully 
understands and accepts Cherwell's decision, 
stating the seporatlon Is 'totally amicable'. 



Banbury's local newspaper the Banbury Guardian has 
reported that Cherwell District Council has confirmed its 
commitment to the Castle Quay development in Banbury 
1CQ2). 

In a statement released by Redwood Consulting to the 
newspaper, the firm (hired by Cherwell District Council) 
said ground breaking for redevelopment will start shortly 
after the town’s Canal Day event in October. 


Specialist legal 
services for you and 
vour business ■ 



E enquiries@se-law.co.uk _ * 

T 01295204000 soTatt cnclicott 

WWW. se- 1 a w.co. u k SOLlCirORS 


BANBURY : BRACKLEY^^ |I BICESTER H BUCKINGHAM 



TOP RANKINGS FOR 
WHITLEY STIMPSON^S 
LAURA ADKINS 

Whitley Stimpson director 
Laura Adkins has been 
officially ranked os one 
of the country's top 
accountancy professionals 
by the prestigious 
'Accountancy Age' 

'35 under 33' in its 2018 
leoderboard rankings. 

The ‘Acountancy Age' 
ranks the brightest young 
talent In the accountancy 
sector in the UK. 

Laura Adkins Is a strong 
advocate for staff 
welfare and training and 
Is responsible for training 
across Whitley Stimpson's 
four offices she has been 
ranked at number 27 In the 
country within her field. 



BANBURY YOUNG 
HOMELESSNESS PROJECT 

Banbury Young 
Homelessness Project 
(BYHP) has revealed Its 
new chief executive 

Patrick Vercoe has been 
appointed as the new 
Chief Executive of Banbury 
Young Homelessness 
Project. He comes from 
a background within the 
charity sector having 
worked for nearly a 
decade as chief executive 
of homeless charities 
in both Coventry and 
Northamptonshire. 

Working with the 
community and securing 
all-important funding will 
be the new CEO’s Initial 
priorities. 

To contact BYHP visit: 
www.byhp.org.uk 



Last month, staff from Marks and Spencer in Castle 
Quay carried out a makeover of the front garden at the 
Sunshine Centre In Bretch Hill, Banbury as their Sparks 
Community Project for 2018. Last year staff gave the back 
play area a makeover by painting the sheds, cutting the 
grass and revamping the sandpit and play den. 

Surinder DhesI chairman of the Marks and Spencer 
Business Involvement Group said: “The Sunshlrre Centre 
wos seiecfed by staff as our chosen charity for this year 
and because we did the back play area we decided to 
do the front piay area this time. The Sunshine Centre does 
a wonderfuf job supporting vulnerable fannities. enabling 
them to improve their life chances for a better future." 
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BUY-TO-LET 

PROPERTIES 

landlords who lot 
residential properties 
are continuing to face o 
reduction In their rental 
profits os higher rate tax 
relief has been restricted 
on the costs of finance, 
such os mortgage Interest, 
from 6 April 2017. 

The extro tox paid may 
well be greater than 
profits leaving landlords 
with a rental loss and a 
cash shortfall. This will 
affect individual landlords, 
partnerships, trustees and 
beneficiaries but will not 
affect companies owning 
buy-to-tet property as 
companies are excluded. 
The rules do not apply to 
land and property dealing, 
development, commercial 
lettings or furnished holiday 
lets. 

landlords affected could 
be pushed into a higher 
rate of Income Tax as a 
result of the finance cost 
restriction that may lead 
to a reduced Personal 
Allowance, affect the 
entitlement to Child Benefit 
and restrict the amount on 
which tax relief for pension 
contributions can be 
claimed. 


The change is being 
phased In over four 
years and all finance 
costs (not just mortgage 
interest) will no longer be 
an allowable expense from 
2020 onwards. Instead, 
there will be a basic rote 
tax deduction of up to 20% 
of the finance costs not 
deducted In calculating 
the rental profits which will 
be set against the Income 
Tax liability for the tax 
year. The change applies 
to the letting of residential 
properties both In the UK 
and abroad. 

The available tax reduction 
will be calculated as 20% 
of the lower of the: finance 
costs not deducted from 
income in the tax year 
(from 2020 this will be alt of 
the finance costs Incurred), 
profits arising from the 
residential property letting 
in the tax year after using 
any brought forward 
property losses, and total 
income (after losses and 
reliefs and excluding 
savings and dividend 
income) that exceeds 
the Personal Allowance In 
the tax year. The 20% tax 


Ellacotts 


reduction cannot create a 
tax repayment. 

Finance costs will include 
mortgage Interest, 
interest on loans to buy 
furnishings, incidental costs 
of obtaining finance such 
as fees and commissions, 
legal expenses for loan 
agreements or valuation 
fees for security of a loan. 

Tenants may well be hit the 
hardest as they ore likely to 
see rent increases over the 
next few years. 

Planning ahead will help 
determine whether a 
landlord will become a 
higher rote taxpayer as 
a result of the changes 
to the deductibility of 
finance costs for residential 
property lettings. We 
can advise on potential 


Ellacotts 

\ Wealth Planning 


solutions to reduce your 
taxable Income and the 
most tax efficient way to 
run a buy-to-let property 
business. 

If you would like more 
advice on this matter 
please contact Emily Hlllier 
on eh1llier@ellacotts.co.uk 
or 01295 250401. 


w w w.ellacott s.co .uk 


TAILORED 
FINANCIAL i 
ADVICE FOR] 
YOU AND ' 
YOUR FAMILY 


Contact us to find out how we can help you 


Email us today mfot^lLacDttswealth.qo.uk 


Banbury 01295 250401 | Kettering 0153664EQOO | London 0203 6037315 

Aucluriifidl uid r«eii3sied ihd FirtanchBl CaitdiifT Autltdrity. R6^Uft<‘£d ^ Englarttl: and WalH uddec 
umpanr Aui'dbtf OTSailBK 
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Planning your finances fbr the future can be one of those things that is easy to 
put off. At Ellacotts, we take away the stress and have specialist teams that can 
del iver ta ilored fina ncial planning to suit yo u and you r fam ily includ ingL 


Leafving you time to Focus on the more enjoyable things In life. 


Investments 

Pensions 

Reti rement options 


Life and critical illness assurance 
Tax advice 

Advice on matters related to a business 
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FUNDING FOR FITTER FAMELIES 

Cherwell District CouncH's sports and 
leisure team has successfully secured 
£215.000 to help families in the wards 
of Grimsbury, Hardwick, Nelthrop 
and Ruscofe access recreational 
activities. The funding comes from a 
£40m National Lottery pot that Sporf 
Engfond has dedicated for helping 
families get active. 

if wilt enable Cherwell to deliver 
opportunities such as cut-price 
rates at Waodgreen Leisure Centre 
and outdoor swimming pool, and a 
programme of after-school activities. 

Fomilles with children aged 11 
or younger will be able to take 
advantage of the offers, which are 
being launched over summer and 
into the start of the school year. 


NEW NAME FOR HISTORIC CASTLE 

One of Oxford's most historic sites 
officially relaunched with a new 
name and fresh new branding 
recently. 

The Oxford Castle site was apened 
as a visitor attraction by Her Majesty 
the Queen in 2006 and has operated 
since then under the name Oxford 
Castle Unlocked. The popular 
attraction will now officially raise 
its flag under the new title Oxford 
Cosf/e & Frhon. 

The change of name and branding 
is the first In a series of planned 
developments to the historic 
attraction. The Castle will also see 
updates to its displays and guided 
tours over the coming months. 


BRACKLEY APR LAUNCHED 

Brackley Town Council have 
launched a new app for the market 
town. 

Brackley mayor Cllr Mork Morrell 
commented, “This h an exciting 
t/me for firock/ey. With so much 
investment in fhe town it is the ideal 
opportunity to promote our town, 
not onty to visitors and businesses 
reiocating here, but aiso to our 
expanding number of residents". 

The app features a heritage trail 
around Brackley's historical high- 
poinfs plus listings of the town's 
attractions, from places to eat and 
drink through to community and 
emergency contacts, as well as 
details of play spaces, parks and 
details for clubs and societies. 



SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www.swannfinancial.co.uk 


pjfuncia] Coni^ltsincv rcpncscnti; cmK' St. Jmics s r'laioc Wcikh pic (which is and regulated bv the Financial Conduct Authuriti') Tor the purpciKe ol 

advising soLelv on the Group's vvoahh management products and seri'iccs^ more details ol'ivhich arc set out on the Group's \veb5ite vi'wvv.sjp.cxi.uk/products. 0lSB-[>4/lli 
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EDUCATION 



RACE FOR LIFE AT ST JOHN^S 
PRIORY 

Last month, St John's Priory In 
Banbury, hosted their second 'Race 
for Life' event In Splceboll Park to 
raise funds for Cancer Research. 

Children from across the School took 
port and completed different length 
runs staggered across the morning. 
The weather was extremely kind to 
the runners, as they completed the 
run under the warmth of the sun 
with lots of family, friends and fellow 
pupils cheering them on. 

After the race, each child was 
presented with a medal to 
congratulate them on their 
achievements. 


NEW HEAD AT RYE ST ANTONY 

Mrs Sarah Ryan, current deputy head 
of Mayfield School In Sussex, will take 
over as the new head at Rye St Antony 
in Oxford from September 2018. 

She will take over the post from Miss 
Alison Jones who has served for 28 
years as head and who retires this 
summer. As only the fifth head In the 
school's history, she is keen to build 
on the strong ethos of this lay catholic 
community, which believes that the 
nurturing of each individual is at the 
heart of education. 

Mrs Ryan comes to the school with 
a wealth of experience in a number 
of independent schools, and with a 
knowledge of the city after studying 
for her first degree In Oxford, at 
Hertford College, reading English. 




Rye St Antony was founded In 
1930 by two Oxford teachers, 
Elizabeth Rendall and Ivy King. Rye 
St Antony prides itself on placing 
great value on each student as an 
Individual alongside their acodemic 
achievements and extra-curricular 
activities. Rye St Antony encourages 
pupils to take part in the school's 
decision-making processes and 
be actively involved in a happy, 
purposeful and vibrant community. 


TOP TIPS 
TO AVOID 
STRESS WHEN 
WAITING 
FOR EXAM 
RESULTS 

Across the 
country 
students wilt 
be anxiously 
awaiting their 
exam results 

soon. Whether iPs GCSEs. A-levels or higher education, it 
can be an anxious and stressful time both for students and 
their families. 

While It isn't passible to change the outcome of the exam 
results, it is possible to help to reduce the amount of anxiety 
or stress that people are feeling. 

Here are some tips to help reduce stress and anxiety: 

• Use relaxation techniques. 

• Distraction, eat a family meal or play a board game. 

• Exercise - stress can produce toxins and exercise helps by 
producing endorphins to counteract this. 

• Consume less coffee or other sources of caffeine. 

• Drink less alcohol. 

If stress or anxiety persists, or becomes a concern, then NHS 
free Let's Taffc courses could help. You can access them of 
WWW .2g et h er.n h s. u k/top-1 ip s-t o-a void -st ress-wh e n-w a Etin g - 
for-exam-results 
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Last month I wrote about the wide vahety of valuations that Fisher 
German undertake. This month I want to concentrate on one of the 
more specialist oreas. that of volufng a retained Interest. 


Retained interests are those 
which are held by a former 
owner of o pfoperty, when that 
property is sold or transferred 
to Q new owner. Such might 
take a number of forms, 
the most common being o 
covenant against o specific 
use of the land or on overage 
setting out shore of any future 
development value. In some 
coses, whilst no interest is 
retained over the transferred 
land, ownership may be 
retained of adjacent land that 
is crucial to a future alternative 
use. 

Our instructions in these 
matters can vary depending 
on the facts concerning the 
individual property. Often 
we are asked to negotiote 
removal of these interests, 
in advance of any change 
of use, in order to leave the 
subject land unencumbered. 
Alternatively we might be asked 
to negotiate variation of such 
an interest. There are numerous 
cases where payment of 
such on interest would make 
alternotive use unviable and 
the holder of a retained interest 
is faced with the choice of 
gaining some poyment to allow 
development, or no payment 
Qt oil due to the owner of 
the land not being able to 
make the sums work. Much 
depends on the reasoning for 
the retained interest: was it 
imposed to genuinely protect 
the boundaries of retained 
property, or was it imposed to 
retain □ financial share in future 
development. 

Sometimes we ore asked to 
advise where development 
has commenced, which is in 
controventbn of, or relies upon, 
another’s retained interest. 

At such point one looks to 



ionoftian Fsrks 


negotiate a settlement that 
is acceptable to all parties, 
though the holder of the 
retained interest is at that point 
in a strong position to demand 
more than they might hove 
done had negotiations token 
place ot an earlier dote. If 
negotiafions fail, then legal 
remedy might be sought. Much 
will depend on the wording of 
the retained interest: what was 
intended by the parties ond: 
whether the retained interest 
is stiil relevant. There is case 
law to ossist but such must be 
carefully considered to see 
how the facts of that case fit 
the facts of what is being dealt 
with. 

The position of the parties 
may dictate how we are 
instructed and there may be 
some discussion as to the role 
we play. A valuer can act 
for one side or the other, or 
could act jointly for both sides 
as long as there is no history 
of being one sides sole agent. 
The latter position can be the 
most cost efficient and clear 
way of dealing with matters as 
it can cut through any partisan 
feelings. The instruction can 
be a Red Book valuation but 


could fall outside of such if 
the figures ore intended for 
negotiation purposes. One 
must consider which to instruct: 
the Red Book valuation/s might 
be more expensive as they may 
be more sizeable documents 
than something produced 
for negotiation but they 
shouldn’t represent partisan 
figures. The figures produced 
for negotiation purposes are 
just that and might result in 
more negotiation than the Red 
Book figures. That is not to say 
that two Red Book valuers will 


always agree on their values, 
particularly os voluation of 
retoined interests is not an 
exact science and relies on the 
valuer concerned giving the 
benefit of their experience and 
feeling for the matter in hand. 

if you are in need of expert 
valuation advice on a property 
matter, call Jonofhan Perks 
ot our Banbury office [01295 
2262 B 2 ] for o noHObligotion 
discussion or email me at 
Jonathan. pe rks^fisher germ on. 
co.uk. 


your IoCQI team 



• Rurol consultancy 

• Property agency 

• Planning and 
development 

• HS2 ond compulsory 
purchase 

• Property monagement 

• Commercial 

• Utilities and infrastructure 

South Central: 

bQnbury@fishergernrtan.co.uk 
b ed ford @fi sh erg er ma n. co. u k 
thQme@fishergermQn.co.uk 

innovative thinking, inspired solutions 


Cl 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


WWW .fishergerman .co.uk 
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GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 
Call Gail or Jeremy on 01295 709 999 


^WYNNSTAY R^Hy 

Formerly fiartniry Farm ^ CMer^l Suppbed Lid 
Binbury Roid {B4100I, nr Burton Das»tl CV^T 2BB 

7a: 01295 770707 

* Woodstiovings S Bai Down * iMicel^Kimiwi 

* HantaPftfixs * PwfifftJJ 

* Hone flecfhic * fr^oted rimfccr 

* * MrioTfl 

' Horw lAkjrmBTi * fnrujwted fllar^ngi Sfwrft 

' fiuN)efStai)iemtilns * Pkts mtxn tmtOt mon... 


Good Quattiy, Cow/ Value, CoodAdvice 

Mtwrv ScfvIcF Available ihww. wvnn&tairxa. uk 



SFMjjWnjSWiSMr' LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

fgfj^gtjglll^gll^on-Thurs until 8PM 
'< Cal I our 24 hour line; 01295 262332 

B^nbury/Nonh Bunburv / Sooifvirn { Addertury/Woodford Halie 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 



B.R A M M R<j^i3itcrt^ 

FixiCT Lict2n!isxJ (HFL) 


A cmdicicn in pcehu miiM>nry 

175/7 our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
tfjcrem/vef website.,. 

WWW. honburymemoriafs.co, uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 81/899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr. Banbury, 
Oxon, 0X17 IHJ 


^ R R ci* I Sanderson 
v^\ C y^J Carpets 

Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Famn, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AQ 
OI29S69072I 


FOUR SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 


SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES 

FOR YOURSELF 
OR A FRIEND 

ai www.fourshifes.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £36 
6 MONTHS ONLY £20 


Bourton 
Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 
TOILETS ' BATHS - SINKS ’ IJFHNALS ■ SFIOWERS * GLILLIES - 
DRAINS‘GREASE TRAPS 

CCIV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


IPHONE 01295 758303 

























































MUSIC 




Woodsfock Uve celebrates 
Its 13th year taking five 
music into the beautiful 
and historic town square 
over the August bank 
holiday weekend. 

Organiser Chris Beylis 
explained the ethos 
behind the festival: “We 

a/m fo sfoge o creative 
event feaformg, in the 
main, artists who piay their 
own originat material. 
Within this context we 
promote an eclectic mfx 
of genres so thaf hopefu/fy 
fhere is something for 
everyone to enjoy. Jt's 
a/J for free w/fh a friendly 
vibe and the festival 
has become a calendar 
event for both the /ocof 
comnnunity and vfs/tors 
from for and wide." 


This year's festival features 
an Intriguing mix of artists 
from, early in the day on 
Saturday August 2Sth, the 
sensitive songs of young 
local ‘Jazz Flowers' to 
the evening’s headliners 
‘Bennett, Wilson, Poole', 
who's debut Americana 
flavoured album was 
released earlier this year to 
critical acclaim, such that 
they have already been 
booked to appear on BBC 
One's Andrew Marr show. 


Sunday starts with three 
hours of mellow music 
from artists who have 
appeared at the town’s 
excellent 'Acoustic Club' 
and then ramps up into 
the evening via local ex 
'Mr Big’ legend 'Dicken' 
fronting o reformed 'Broken 


Safufdoy Augusl 25fh - 
Sujidoy August 26ffi, 

I pm-J 0pm, Woodstock 
Town Square 

www.woodstocklive.co.uk 

The llne-up so far includes: 
Aroh: Jazz Flowers: Unsocial 
Media: Wednesdays 
Wolves; CelsI, Bragg, 
Maitland & Poole; The 
Ponderosa: Peerless Pirates; 
Little Brother Eli; Bennett, 
Wilson, Poole; Colin 
Greenway; Mandolerium, 
Kiva: Genevieve Mile - and 
there’s still more to cornel 


Home’ to guitar protegee 
Rory Evans funk/rock band 
'Alboa’, local song smiths 
'The Shapes’ climaxing 
with masters of Ska 'The 
Infatables'. 
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“Have nothing in your house that you do not know to be 
useful or believe to be beautiful... ” wiiiiam Morris 
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We have been designing and making beautiful furniture with British oak, burr oak, 
ash, elm and walnut in Oxfordshire since 1989, and have built a nationwide reputation 

for design, quality and customer service. 


Visit our extensive new showrooms just outside Chipping Norton... 

Open Saturday, Sunday and Monday 11am-5pm and/or by appointment 
www.realwood.co.uk 01608 642741 info@realwood.co.uk 
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ROLEX 


THE YACHT-MASTER 


The emblematic nautical watch embodies a yachting 
heritage that stretches back to the 1950s* 

It doc£ii*t just tell time. It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPETUAL YACHT-MASTER AO 




19-SQ High Streeip Bsnburyp Oxfordshire 0X16 5JG 
One Gold Street, Norihamptort NNl ISA 
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